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SLOVAKIA 


QUINTESSENTIAL MURDER the Hungarian 
Revolt has been performed. Imre Nagy, Pal 
Maleter, Jozsef Szilagyi and Miklos Gimes have 
joined the thousands their countrymen slaughtered 
the Soviets. Their execution summation 
the multiple betrayals which, the fall 1956, 
Soviet power destroyed the Hungarian surge 
toward freedom: the Soviets promised remove their soldiers and tanks from Hungarian 
soil, and even they spoke these promises massed their tank armies for the final 
the Soviets invited Hungarian Minister Defense Maleter negotiate withdrawal 
troops, and when came they made him prisoner; when, after the Soviet onslaught, Hun- 
Premier Imre Nagy had taken refuge the Embassy Budapest and So- 
viet puppet Kadar gave promises him and his hosts that would not molested, 
Nagy was seized the Soviet security police and held the day his hanging. Further, 
the murder Nagy and his companions, announced from Moscow communique which 


extended, blatant and cynical compound lies, image little the 
nist State, mouthing distortion words like “justice” and “freedom” 


while acting 
reality blood and terror. 


examining the questions raised the execution Why now? nearly every 
facet current Soviet policy seems involved. The connection with the increasingly 
virulent campaign against Yugoslavia and the Communist “revisionists” plain. the at- 
tack modification Communist theory and practice beyond approval 
the Soviet Union—the Hungarian Revolt has constantly been raised example the 
end expected from movement toward even the most modest independence. The 
serve stringent warnings that hopes for independence the part the coun- 
tries East Europe must The language the announcement execution, seek- 
does, implicate the Yugoslav regime aid and abettor the Revolt and 
its leaders, gives further notice that the captive countries must not gather confidence from 
Tito’s far successful defiance the Soviet Union. Now that Yugoslav defiance has been 
shown staunch under the massive ideological attack, the Yugoslavs are not treated 
brother “Socialist” nation and “Communist” however but tool the 
enemy. 


For the anti-Yugoslav campaign has gathered force without remittance. the Congresses 
the Slovak and Czechoslovak Parties, the Seventh Bulgarian Party Congress, 
reports the Chinese Party Congress, the Soviet, Chinese and (with one exception) 
the Satellite press, the accusations crescendo toward the old familiar Stalinist hysteria. Once 
again, 1948, Tito and his comrades are mere tools the “capitalists” and “imperial- 
ists,” once again the Yugoslav leadership mere “ruling clique”; all the protestations 
friendship and comradeship made since rapprochement with Yugoslavia 
1955, all the Soviet admissions error (attributed the dead Stalin the dead Beria) 
attacking Yugoslavia 1948 and after, all these are quite disregarded. his speech 
the Bulgarian Party Congress May, Soviet Premier and Party leader for the 
first time went the previously extreme Chinese position giving unqualified approval the 
1948 expulsion Yugoslavia from the Cominform. Now but one short step 
the appellations and “cannibal” before the iron posture Stalinism 
recaptured full. 
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One Satellite exception the monolithic chorus against Tito was noted above—Poland, 
course. The Poles have indeed echoed the charges ideological diversion made against 
the Yugoslavs, but their tone has been notably different from the rest. They have attempted 

and note desperation perhaps audible that attempt—to hold the criticism the 
“comradely” disagreement. Being far the closest the po- 
sition Yugoslavia, having the greatest degree independence from strict adherence 
orthodox Soviet policy, the Poles are fully aware that the anti-Tito barrage may any 
moment turned toward them. Their reaction the Nagy execution graphically indi- 
cated Poland’s anomalous position: for the first days after the announcement, the Polish 
press pointedly refrained from parroting, did the rest the area, the accusations against 
the dead men. Yet all signs point weakening even the limited degree difference 
which Poland has enjoyed since 1956 pursuing its own “road Socialism.” Polish 
Party leader Gomulka’s May trip Budapest, for example, gave for the first time that 
full support for the Soviet destruction the Hungarian Revolt which and the Polish 
Party had that date pointedly withheld. this, other ways, Poland seems 
moving towards alignment with the increasingly rigid “unity” the bloc. 


That Soviet-imposed unity was highlighted the recent meetings top Satellite officials 
Moscow dealing with matters both economic (COMECON meeting) and political (War- 
saw Pact meeting). Relatively little the proceedings these meetings was released, but 
information the projected increased integration economic plans and activities, par- 
ticularly over long periods commitment, makes clear that the drive towards areawide 
conformity carried out all fields. This drive also the mainspring the con- 
tinued agitation against the activities writers and intellectuals; here too unity and con- 
formity and the “struggle against revisionism” are the watchwords. 


Nagy, Maleter and their comrades, men who strove greatness the bitter days the 
1956 Revolt, are murdered last. They must mourned, however mourning tempered 
the sickening awareness that the hands the Communist police such men may 
forced hope for death for nothing else. Yet pity the death these men seems in- 
creasingly merged into pity for the future victims whose fate their deaths presage. 
The death Nagy and the others seems the end the chapter East European 
history which began with the death the tyrant Stalin, gained impetus the 1956 Soviet 
Party Congress where the blood-crimes Stalin were denounced, reached its height 
tension the tragedy the Hungarian Revolt and the 1956 renascence the Polish Octo- 
ber. Now that brief period least limited hope seems ending. The bitter gallows-humor 
the current Polish quip, “How terrible the past that awaits us,” epitaph for that 
hope. Once again, one man, Khrushchev, holds the double crown Party and State power 
the Soviet Union, once again the Stalinist paranoia barks out any deviation, once again 
the dogmatic answer argument murder. possible fear that, Nagy and Maleter 
were the vanguard their people striving for freedom, they are now the van- 
guard new wave victims renewed tyranny. 
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The Super 


The Latest 


Against 


Much new information has become available this 

problem Communist society. This article deals with 

Poland and Bulgaria; subsequent one will cover 
other countries the area. 


“FIGHT AGAINST permanent fea- 
ture Communist “self-criticism.” now imbedded 
the official lore, sanctified time and usage. Through 
the years has been institutionalized, codified 
fied. has become article faith, extolled rote 
and expressed ritualistic practices. The Communist 
faithful, particularly the orthodox variety, never ques- 
tion the real meaning this “fight” its recurrent 
necessity. Nor the exact identity the monstrous ad- 
versary with its thousand heads and lives ever revealed. 
The fight, runs the invocation, good because clears 
the system its weeds; beneficial the Party because 
strengthens it, the government because raises its 
efficiency, the economy because increases productivity. 
And so, year year out, decrees are issued, directives are 
drafted, instructions are transmitted. The papers are filled 
with exhortations, the radio repeats them and agitators 
make their rounds. 

Until Stalin’s death the were little more 
than The dictator was 
“fighting bureaucracy” while was building, step step, 
the most pervasive and responsive bureaucracy the world 
has ever seen. Trotsky exposed the farce, though was 
unable see the root the matter, the Leninist con- 
cept Party organization. Stalin’s successors, most 
them bureaucrats training and temperament, make 
such theoretical analysis. Their abandonment some aspects 
Stanlinism purely pragmatic; they want, first all, 
preserve their power and their status; and they also 
wish make their system more efficient. They are con- 
cerned with concrete goals, often immediate results. Theo- 
retical justifications not concern them: world Com- 
munism the age the endless “theses” over, the era 
the efficiency expert hand. Khrushchev and his aco- 
lytes merely make hoc adjustments, assuming that, since 


“Oh, know, comrade, that there are still some disproportions 


everyday life. ese Szpilki (Warsaw), July T. 1957 


the system basically sound, energy and common sense 
will take care the defects. 

this illusion that Milovan Djilas exploded his 
book “The New Class.” pointed out that there are 
integral components Communism that cannot dis- 
carded without the destruction Communism itself. One 
such element, not the main one, the existence 
tentacular bureaucracy stifling the majority support 
privileged minority. new Communist leaders are the 
head, and real fight against the bureaucracy 
would mean its atrophy death. Honest Communists, 
like some the intellectual rebels Poland and Hungary, 
have therefore instinctively recognized that the “fight” was 
shadow-boxing fraud. Writing shortly before the Hun- 
garian Revolt, the courageous Gyula Hay, for instance, 
sadly commented that “in the pruning the bureaucracy, 
the most bureaucratic bureaucrat will survive. The 
bureaucracy will smaller, but bureaucracy per 
will more intense and virulent, ready spread any 
moment.” 

Why should this spread inevitable? perhaps pos- 
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sible that clerkdom the hallmark advanced indus- 
trialization and that what happening Eastern Europe 
not essentially different from the white collar prolifera- 
tion other parts the world? Superficially the answer 
yes: the growth bureaucracy indeed modern in- 
ternational phenomenon. But the Soviet variety differ- 
ent scope and power. not one many counter- 
vailing forces, but the only force, accountable only itself. 
Through the Party, that self-appointed, exclusive bureau- 
cracy, controls everything from the State machinery and 
the economy the acts and thoughts the individual. 
Every other form government, both past and present 
and including that Nazi Germany, allowed for the ex- 
istence centers spontaneous initiative. The Commu- 
nists, the other hand, have sought destroy, paralyze 
infiltrate every such center, using the latest scientific 
techniques control substitute for freely-generated 
popular support. this total denial real democracy, 
both within the minority Party and its relations the 
rest the people, that makes inevitable that “bureau- 
cracy per will more intense and virulent.” 

What, then, the present “anti-bureaucracy” cam- 
paign? all mirage, distorted vision false hope 
and desperation? Why the Communists through the 
motions merging dozens ministries, decentralizing their 
economic structure, firing thousands employees? The 
answer that the self-deception not great would 
first appear. The new leaders not want liquidate 
the bureaucracy curtail its power meaningful 
manner. was the mistake the contemporary “revi- 
believe that this could done. The real lead- 
ers were not naive. That why they have been either 
opposed distrustful every suggestion for 
crease the power and prerogatives organs not directly 
controlled the Party and “democratization” the 
Party itself. Even Poland, the only country where 
genuine attempt remold the Party-State structure was 
made, “contradictions” soon arose between the survival 
central control and the emergence new sectors 
spontaneous (that is, non-bureaucratic) initiative. 
nearly every case the decision was for bureaucracy and 
against initiative. This was evident the suppression 
Party dissidents, the curbing the powers the Sejm, 
the restrictions imposed the growth the private sec- 
tor industry and handicrafts, the check the autono- 
mous powers workers’ councils, and other spheres. 

The new campaign indeed not intended the 
core the problem. the top, the Class” quietly 
discarding some the more blatant insignia authority; 
reorganizing its lines command, making these more 
compact and delegating some regulatory—that is, second- 
not abdicating power making itself responsible these 
lower echelons and the people they regulate. the lower 
levels thousands “superfluous men” are now being 
shifted, are marked shifted, into productive jobs. 
Many them, according official accounts, immediately 
return the pen-pushing network another capacity. 
And many others will undoubtedly worm their way back 


2 POLACZONYCE MINISTERSTW 


ryt Jerry Zarate 
powarme rajet we kompresra « podiegtych nom deportamentoch 


Conference “one the merged ministries.” All the chairs are 
marked “Vice Speaker: “We must seriously consider 
the compression positions our subordinate departments.” 


Szpilki September 1956 


the long run. For, long tiny, undemocratic mi- 
nority minority Party ruling sea unpopularity 
wishes make its will felt every sphere national life 
there must pyramid controllers, omniscient and 
omnipresent, enmeshed system checks and double- 
checks. ministry merged with another, and par- 
ticular segment the economy thus left with looser 
supervision from the administrative top, necessary for 
the Party fill the send its own direct repre- 
sentatives the lower levels, issue more precise instruc- 
tions, see that conformity ideology and Plan are 
somehow preserved. Sooner later there are new clerks 
and new mountains paperwork. 

the meantime, however, some changes are being 
effected and the transitory period—before the inevitable 
return normalcy—a great deal dislocation taking 
place. The most startling phenomenon, now openly ad- 
mitted almost everywhere, the rise unemployment. 
This problem particularly acute Poland, where slow- 
down industrial expansion has been coupled the 
wholesale firing “unnecessary people” 
plants. Another by-product the renewed “fight against 
bureaucracy” the new torrent well-documented and 
official comment some hitherto unadmitted aspects 
this bureaucracy. 

now recognized, for instance, that the almost ec- 
static Marxist reverence for manual work (symbolized 
the grimy miner triumphant his conquest the earth) 
has not caught the imagination people living under 
Communism. amply clear that the system has bred 
utter contempt for physical exertion, that respect for pro- 
fessional competence declined when became apparent 
that plum jobs were given persons largely because 
their Party affiliations and only incidentally (if all) 
because their technical skills. also now evident 
that even when competent men were employed 
ticular capacity they soon became corrupted system 
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which forced them waste their talents petty and use- 
less administrative details. 

make matters worse, large numbers officials were 
often put work fields alien them. The predomi- 
nant attitude was that any bureaucrat, simply because 
was bureaucrat, was capable manning any post. Thus, 
functionaries were switched from one sector another 
inefficiency increased and the distance between managers 
and workers grew. With the passage years, those who 
entered the administration were less interested doing 
good job than securing easy life; even more impor- 
tant, many them declared allegiance the Party only 
for the benefits they might gain. 

These and other ugly realities are now discussed vary- 
ing degrees frankness, depending the country. Dis- 
cussion and structural reorganization, however, might fur- 
ther complicate matters rather than ease them. There is, 
for instance, the problem retraining thousands people 
who possess neither the skills nor the right attitude be- 
come manual workers. There also the natural resistance 
the victims, bureaucrats who are fighting tooth and nail 
stay put. They have reacted not only out blind self- 
interest, but also the instinctive belief that the Party 
will not and cannot afford seriously impair the adminis- 
trative edifice. 


Poland 


“Just criticism aimed the excessive overgrowth 
our administrative apparatus, particularly the economic ap- 
paratus, the hypertrophy many central organs, the 
excessively large number ministries, central offices and 
directorates, the great flood bureaucratic regulations 

often incompatible with life, chaotic and contradictory, 
the overgrowth the reports system, over-detailed 
planning, the excessive centralization decisions. 
Changes should aimed greater democratization and 
decentralization the administration and planning 
the increase rights and initiative all echelons our 
economic apparatus, particularly local organs.” 


Stefan Jedrychowski, now the chief Polish 
economic planners, Nowe Drogi June 1955 


FIRST RUMBLINGS the present Polish campaign 
eradicate ills caused the development huge and 
overcentralized administration were heard the Third 
Central Committee Plenum January 1955. that time, 
and the months that followed, Party leaders made re- 
peated references the chronic inefficiency the State 
apparatus and expounded the need for reorganization 
aimed simplifying management, slashing the number 
desk workers cluttering government offices, and increasing 
the powers local authorities. the end the year, the 
government had taken steps reduce the number white 
collar employees* and, the beginning 1956, made 
According Nowe Drogi, March 1957, the proportion ad- 


ministrative workers the total workers the industrial group 
dropped from 6.9 percent 1955 6.5 1956. 


plans for further, extensive changes, chiefly the eco- 
Gomulka 
took power the Eight Plenum October 1956, that 
large-scale upheaval occurred, altering War- 


the entire face of 


nomic sector. was not, however, until 
Polityka 
June 26-July 1957 described 


the economic pyramid. 


Headway Governmental Decentralization 


UPHEAVAL was discussed Premier Cyrankiewicz 
Parliament) early 1957. 
Speaking about measures taken assure the growing in- 


speech the Sejm 


dependence lower administrative echelons, the Premier 
referred the liquidation 1956 six ministries and 
three central offices. handed five the formerly 
independent central offices over the ministries. must 
said that this change caused harm, despite the fact 
that the time some people tore their hair and claimed 
that the liquidation any ministry was tantamount 
Cyrankiewicz announced that 1957 the gov- 
ernment would continue the reorganization reducing 
nine ministries five and liquidating tenth ministry: 
“These efficiency measures will result definite savings 

and economies the use floor space the admin- 
istration. expect free more than 10,000 rooms 
for apartments Warsaw War- 
saw], February 27, 1957. 

another address, the end the year, Cyrankiewicz 
gave the following information effected decreases 
the central State administration: 

“The movement turn over the people’s councils and 


Trybuna Ludu 


After Cyrankiewicz’ speech, the Sejm approved the mergers 
the following ministries: Building with Building Materials; Food 
with Purchasing; and Railroads with Road and Air Transporta- 
tion. The ministries Coal Mining and Power were merged into 
separate department with the Central Administration the Pe- 
troleum Industry, and the Ministry Communal Economy was 
scheduled for liquidation. 


Szpilki (Warsaw), July 1957 
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industrial enterprises large number powers that form- 
erly belonged the central apparatus has made possible 
considerable reduction and improvement that apparatus. 
the former 106,000 posts the central apparatus the 
beginning 1956, now have, the end 1957, only 
87,000, and consider this still excessive. the 
beginning 1956, had ministries, and now have 
is, one-third reduction; central offices—and 
now 12—that is, reduction half; 390 central boards 
and now 200, but these also are awaiting reform.” (Radio 
Warsaw, December 30, 1957.)* 


Clerkdom Curtailed 


CHANGES not only “altered the face the eco- 
nomic pyramid,” but affected the status thousands 
persons employed the central and local offices the 
Party and government. Lifted from their relatively com- 
fortable niches like pawns chessboard, Polish “civil 
were informed that their functions were superflu- 
ous and advised enter understaffed fields such trade 
education. The dismissals were accompanied numer- 
ous press articles describing the unhealthy increase ad- 
ministrative personnel whole during the postwar 
period. Most these commentaries applied the over- 
growth industry proper. For instance, Tygodnik Demo- 
kratyczny, No. 21, 1956, stated that bureaucracy and exces- 
sive centralization were blame for the fact that Polish 
industry there were white collar workers per 100 factory 
workers when 11-12 would sufficient. Polityka (War- 
saw), July 10, 1957, reported that the Jelecz Car Body 
Construction Works some 730 workers were employed 
directly production compared with 770 non-pro- 
ductive Similarly, the former student paper Prostu 
Warsaw January 1957, stated that alongside 300,000 
miners, the mining industry employed 39,000 non-produc- 
tive employees. And Przeglad Kulturalny, subjecting the 
cultural apparatus the same scrutiny, referred sardoni- 
cally September 26, 1956, the existence that sector 
some “100,000 clerks.” 


Facts and Figures 


1957, the chief target the actual cleanup was the 


April 19, 1958, Trybuna Ludu published the following in- 
formation planned and accomplished decreases the separate 
ministries. According the paper, the staff the Ministry and 
Central Offices Shipping and Water Economy was reduced 
1957 from 1530 984, and further decrease 180 staff mem- 
bers planned. Between 1956-58, the total employees the 
Ministry and Central Offices Communications was reduced 
from 1,562 1,117 and September 1958, the staff 
limited 880 persons. mid-1958, the Ministry Mining and 
Energetics reduced from 4,365 3,800 persons; 
the Ministry Transportation, now employing 2,900 persons, will 
dismiss 300 staff members the end July. The Ministry 
Internal Trade will dismiss additional 100 persons August 
1958 (300 were released 1957) bringing the total staff down 
600. Between 1956-58 the Ministry Foreign Trade released 
230 employees and mid-year will reduce its staff 514. The 
Ministry Labor and Social Welfare intends reduce its staff 
479; persons will released 1958. About 400 employees 
have already been dismissed from the Ministry Higher Educa- 
tion and another will released this year; present the 
Ministry employs under 300 persons. The Ministry Culture 
and Art decreased its staff from 2,000 1,166 1957 and 
the end 1958 will have 865 permanent posts. 


government administration.* Altogether over 40,000 gov- 
ernment employees were originally slated for removal 
during the year and, according Trybuna Ludu (War- 
saw), August 27,000 these had already been 
eliminated from the central apparatus and the national 
councils the beginning June. The paper said that 
these dismissals had brought about percent decrease 
the number administrative workers employed the cen- 
tral apparatus and had resulted 164 million zloty 
reduction the salary fund. The money saved was 
spent largely “improving services, paying compensation 
and training the dismissed employees.” Trybuna Ludu 
also mentioned that preparations had been made for the 
dismissal another 12,000 administrative workers the 
near future.** Other information released August dis- 
closed that the number functionaries the Party and 
trade unions had also been reduced. was announced 
that since the Eighth Plenum October, 1956, some 8,669 
“political workers” had been removed from the Party and 
that the trade union apparatus had been cut 2,600 
persons percent, leaving total 3,236 (permanent) 
employees. (Radio Warsaw, August 

Most the firings from the central apparatus took place 
the first half 1957; August the government shifted 
its attention the local apparatus, particularly the 
national councils. From information Trybuna Ludu, 
November would appear that this shift emphasis 
was accompanied decrease the rate dismissals 
and that plans for removing additional 12,000 em- 
ployees were postponed. would also seem that the num- 
ber administrative employees dismissed the first half 
the year was somewhat lower than the regime originally 
Trybuna Ludu said that 1958, the govern- 
ment envisaged reduction 23,700 posts and that both 
the achieved cuts 1957 and projected cuts 1958 
involved total some 40,000 posts: 


Technically, the Polish Communist government administration 
includes the State Council, the ministries and their central and lo- 
cal offices, and the presidia (permanent staffs) the national 
councils, which function provincial, district and local level. 


The greatest slashes apparently took place agriculture and 
the security police apparatus. According Radio Warsaw, 
August 1957, 11,000 employees, chiefly former security police 
officials, were removed from the Ministry Internal Affairs. Sev- 
eral months later, November 1957, Minister Agriculture 
Ochab said that some 6,000 administrative employees had been 
released the liquidation the former Ministry and Central 
Boards for State Farms. This represented percent reduction 
administrative personnel State farms. Largely result 
this, said, the wages farm workers and technical personnel 
increased 535 million zloty. January 13, 1958, Ochab re- 
vealed that, apparently apart from reductions the government 
administration, the regime had liquidated State machine tractor 
stations and had reduced the number administrative workers 
the MTS from 17,000 under 7,000: “As result, the subsidies 
for State tractor stations decreased from 943 million zloty 1956 
some 277 million 1957. This year subsidies will total only 
million zloty. 


” 


*** probable that number the functionaries removed 
from the Party and the trade unions were also included the 
totals announced for reductions the government administration. 
Many Party and trade union representatives hold posts the min- 
istries and national councils and thus can considered mem- 
bers more than one bureaucracy. 
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Bureaucrat Michaelangelo: “Unfortunately, scholarships are 


only for young creators. Szpilki (Warsaw), July 1957 


“There tendency towards further general reduc- 
tion the ministries the coming year. Excluding vacan- 
cies, the further reduction will connected with the intro- 
duction new kind industrial administration and 
with the liquidation 12,000 posts the presidia the 
national 


February 1958 Warszawy (Warsaw) gave 
higher total for planned reductions the government ap- 
paratus during the year. The paper said that further 
reduction 31,000 posts the central and local adminis- 
tration the end 1958, the number 
posts the central and local administration will about 
200,000 which, comparison with 1956, means decrease 
the administrative apparatus about 67,000 posts.” 
According these figures, total 36,000 posts was 
abolished 1956 and 1957. 


Upheaval Industry 


PROBLEM reducing bureaucratic overstaffing 
the government was made all the greater simul- 
taneous campaign against excess employment industry. 
One the first official statements pertaining overemploy- 
ment industry was made Deputy Premier Piotr 
Jaroszewicz who, speech January 11, 1958, stated: 
“We are facing 
realm employment. 
dustry will not increase 


much more difficult tasks the 
1958, employment in- 


Trybuna Ludu emphasized that the number persons dis- 
missed would several thousand less than the number posts 
view the fact that many the 23,700 posts were not occupied. 
discussing future changes the national councils, the paper 
said that percent the funds released would remain their 
disposal for raising wages remaining the 
raises did not violate wage scale regulations. 


necessary because have enormous overemployment 
people for work number branches such agri- 
culture, commerce, service, education and hospitals. That 
why, without fearing unemployment, must effect 
basic change this year—put the brakes overemploy- 
ment production, particularly heavy industry. 
“For 1958, have also planned further organizational 
steps aimed improving production management. The 
Party and government have decided separate economic 
functions from administrative functions, leaving the latter 
the ministries while the central boards will deal 
mainly with economic questions. the same time, the 
merger central boards and increase their inde- 
pendence are anticipated. The reorganization will permit 
considerable reduction the administrative staff and 
the shifting the best people production—10,000 more 
people will leave the administrative branch is, the 
central administration] this year.” (Radio Warsaw, Janu- 


ary 11) 


The necessity reducing employment heavy industry 
was main topic the Eleventh Party Plenum the end 
February. report the meeting, chief economic 
planner Stefan Jedyrchowski stated that the government 
intended release workers, particularly the iron, steel 
and machine industries, place production 
sound and profitable basis. Like Jaroszewicz, Jedrychowski 
tried create the impression that the dismissals would not 
present serious unemployment threat. spoke, for ex- 
ample, shifting workers agriculture, trade, commerce, 
the public services and the Western Territories. also 
mentioned the possibility transferring workers new 
factories their districts new branches their old 
factories. “Each enterprise,” insisted, “has the oppor- 
tunity organize sideline production” which hitherto 
superfluous personnel could put work. 

Aside from “redistributing” the labor force, the Party 
plans eliminate overstaffing increasing old age pen- 
sions. According official figures there are approximately 
150,000-200,000 pensioners currently working various 
sectors the economy supplement their incomes. his 
speech the Plenum, Jedrychowski implied that once the 
pensions are raised old people will longer find neces- 
sary hold jobs and that the Party can force 
them retire. This done granting increases only 
those pensioners who give work. 


Jedrychowski did not state how many industrial workers 
the Party planned release, but according Western 
reporters Poland the total about 200,000.* Jedry- 


This estimate may have been deduced from Jedrychowski’s 
remark that the province Bygdoszcz overstaffing industry 
amounted 10,000, eight percent the total number 
workers. this figure were taken average for Poland’s 
provinces, the total would come about 200,000. Jedrychowski 
stated, however, that the Party did not have reliable information 
the total number superfluous workers. weakness our 
planning and the result our economic analysis,” said, “is the 
lack concrete knowledge the true extent overstaffing the 
entire economy and specific Various Polish publica- 
tions have recently discussed the subject overstaffing and one 
article Przeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych (Warsaw), January 1958, 
stated that the entire economy there are 800,000 superfluous 
employees. 
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chowski also did not specify whether the Party intended 
restrict the dismissals the ranks industrial laborers 
whether the reductions would affect administrative employ- 
ees Polish plants well; however, subsequent regime 
information indicated that the latter would affected. 
speaking about the overgrowth administrative per- 
sonnel, Jedrychowski limited his criticism largely the 
central administration, “scientific-experimental institutes” 
and the “scientific administration.” repeated Jarosze- 
statement about the removal 10,000 employees 
from the central government apparatus the course 
1958. 

The Central decision fire superfluous in- 
dustrial workers drew fire from Stalinists top posts. The 
most outspoken critic was the former Natolinist and trade 
union leader, Wiktor Klosiewicz, who seized the opportun- 
ity attack the Gomulka government and accuse fos- 
tering serious unemployment. Klosiewicz was promptly 
expelled from the Central Committee and dismissed from 
his post Deputy Minister Labor. That the Gomulka 
leadership was sensitive such criticism and worried about 
the workers’ reaction the Plenum was indicated its 
post-Plenum campaign explain the necessity and the 
benefits the new program. March for example, 
Trybuna Ludu declared: “The working people undoubtedly 
understand that the liquidation overstaffing will raise 
the standard work enterprises and help expand and 
bring order into production.” Similarly, March the 
paper emphasized that the new measures were necessitated 
pre-October “errors” planning and management: 


“The old economic system which encouraged overem- 
ployment merely create jobs and combat fluctuations 
and absenteeism the industrial labor force was actually 
the cause fof our recent Pre-October industrial 
practices fostered irresponsibility the part industrial 
managers and created vicious circle, which turn re- 
sulted lowering labor discipline and productivity. 

There are not few who argue that liquidation 
overemployment carries with the threat unem- 
ployment for thousands. But reality there 
surplus labor Poland. rational distribution the 
existing labor force, some industrial establishments can 
expanded and new branches production 
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Army Unemployed Clerks 


THE FIRST WAVE administrative dismissals, the gov- 

ernment offered discharged employees choice sever- 
ance pay subsidized retraining. However, when both the 
institutions and the employees involved showed over- 
whelming preference for the former, the regime leaders 
realized that trouble was the horizon. Trybuna Ludu, 
April 18, 1957, complained that State offices automatically 
issued severance pay along with dismissal notices 
relieved further responsibility for former employees. 
The employees, attracted “by few thousand zloty cash” 
readily accepted this solution the firm belief that within 
few months they would find other administrative posts. 
“People,” the paper said, “have great difficulty realizing 
that our administration really getting smaller and that 


and Revisionists 


THE PERIOD immediately before and directly 

after the Eighth Plenum [Gomulka’s rise power, 
October 1956] campaign was waged against the alleged 
The campaign was merely something 
whereby people who during the past period carried out 
the Party’s general policy were attacked alleged ‘Stalin- 
course the feeling being wronged arose 
among some the comrades and some them started 
direct against the policy the Eighth Plenum. 
Thus there developed the complex would 
asserted with full responsibility that nobody among the 
Party leaders the Party’s leading activists shared the 
attitude those who led the attack against ‘the Stalinists 
general.’ true that during this period there were 
certain attempts create something the way theo- 
retical basis for the campaign; there were ‘theories’ about 
the bureaucratic class caste and there were seeds 
what became fully developed the conception 
the ‘New But these tendencies manifested them- 
selves the fringe the movement among people who 
later quite clearly defined themselves representatives 
the Party’s revisionist trend.” Nowe Drogi, January 1958 


going remain so, that look for employment some 
other office, where there are openings, senseless.” 
combat this “optimism” and prevent the growth 
army unemployed white collar workers, the government 
decreed that the future pay would given 
only those employees who showed proof that they could 
become economically independent. the same time, of- 
ficials charge personnel reductions were ordered 
fulfill their obligations “exploring personnel reserves” 
and helping workers obtain professional training. 

The reluctance white collar workers 
privileges and social status and enter less congenial and 
often less well-paid fields work, was also indicated 
re-employment surveys conducted later the year. the 
main, the government sought direct former administra- 
tive employees understaffed sectors. For instance, Radio 
Warsaw, August referred 32,800 vacancies “prepared” 
the trade network, 15,800 the school system, 2,700 
the health service and 3,150 the public services. 
Droga, July 1957, declared that there was room for 
125,000 workers State farms (“a large percentage 
those dismissed,” the paper said, “are boys and girls from 
the countryside who have definite profession”) and over 
10,000 places mining. These positions, however, hardly 
met the requirements former office employees who could 
not help but realize that they were being offered jobs 
generally considered undesirable. 


Surveys Replacement 


report August Trybuna Ludu discussed the 
results investigation carried out among 700 dismissed 
employees. (The paper said that 12,900 the 27,000 
dismissed the first half 1957 had found new employ- 
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ment.) According the survey, ten percent the workers 
had gone into industry, sixteen into trade and six percent 
into handicrafts and services. “From this data,” the paper 
declared, “it appears that the employment persons dis- 
missed from the administration not being carried out 
according economic requirements; for instance, only 
percent the positions made available trade have been 
filled since last November.”* (No information was given 
the remaining percent; the majority probably went 
back into agriculture. 


November the same paper discussed the results 
study conducted among 529 persons from the Ministry 
Culture and Art and the Committee for Planned Econ- 
omy. the total, percent were transferred services, 
collectives and cultural institutions (the paper did not state 
what capacity), 3.2 percent entered ap- 
proximately percent were engaged various institutes, 
7.6 percent went into business for themselves, 4.3 percent 
resigned from further employment, and percent were 
still unemployed—mostly those who had taken severance 
pay. Furthermore, approximately 33.5 percent those 
dismissed had found re-employment the administration. 
explaining this “surprising Trybuna Ludu gave 
revealing description the actual mechanics the reor- 
ganization: 


“This not condemned, nor does indicate the 
ineffectual nature the reductions the central admin- 
overwhelming majority those dismissed 
from the administration’s ‘higher persons 
with high qualifications—found work ‘lower level,’ 
thereby causing the dismissal people with less alto- 
gether few qualifications. This can proved the 
fact that the period between May and October, the 
percentage employees with higher education increased, 
and the number employees with only rudimentary edu- 
cation decreased. Particular improvement the composi- 
tion the working force was noted the following 
ministries: Agriculture, Foreign Trade, Internal Trade 
and Food... 


failing describe the fate displaced employees 
the lower rungs administration, the survey gave only 
cloudy picture the relocation. That these persons pre- 
ferred demotion expulsion, however, was clear, and that 
they entered understaffed sectors only under extreme pres- 
sure was indicated Trybuna Ludu its concluding 
comments 


“Our readers are aware the fact that the aim the 
reductions make the administrative apparatus more 
efficient and transfer expendable persons other fields 

which are exceedingly important—to trade, education 
and the health service, which suffering very acutely from 


lack personnel. regard the first aim, cer- 


Nowe Drogi, June 1957, stated that employment the service 
field—that is, the public services, retail and eating places 
amounted percent the total employment, while the 
USSR amounted percent, percent Italy, percent 
the GDR, percent France, percent England, and 
percent the US: “There doubt that capitalist countries 
there great waste the field services but the percentage 

contrasted this with overstaffing administration and production. 


tain degree progress has been achieved; the second, how- 
ever, has been only partly successful regard the 
field education. Neither the health service (the main 
obstacles here undoubtedly are the low wages, although the 
health service did not bother organize proper propa- 
trade, which 
serves clients badly, has advantage been taken possi- 
bilities created now. 


ganda, especially among youth) 


must stressed with full force that the reduction 
the administration does not aim creating ‘army 
unemployed white collar workers.’ Their work needed 
the country and the people. imperative, however, 
that they realize the necessity finding other employment 
—since the number desk jobs and responsible posts re- 
quiring high qualifications will decrease very quickly and 
irrevoc ably. 


Demand and Supply 


The reasons for the resistance office workers reloca- 
tion have not been ignored entirely the Party, despite 
Trybuna Ludu’s superficial treatment the problem. The 
Drogi (Warsaw 
June 1957, conceded, for instance, that psychological and 
material factors made the disposal white collar workers 


organ, Nowe 


“In the case of white collar workers, the problem of em- 


Information released the fate the workers dismissed from 
the Party apparatus appeared intentionally vague 
hide the proportion those who filtered back paper work. 
August, the regime announced that the 8,669 persons released, 
3,838 started work factories (no job descriptions were given, nor 
was stated whether other workers were dismissed result 
3,000 had gone back administration and trade 
was given 


breakdown 
300 had taken over agricultural holdings and had 


applied for old age pensions 


“Saint “Well, well, well There have been many 
before you who thought they could take care me!” 


Polityka (Warsaw), January 1958 
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ployment most often consists not the lack available 
jobs, but the question wages. Let add here that 
also pertains the kind work involved, because nobody 
Poland willing accept work which not his 
educational background, exchange office work for 
manual work, as, for instance, the State farms.” 


The Warsaw illustrated weekly, Swiat, July 17, 1957, 
came the same conclusions article ridiculing those 
who claimed that unemployment did not exist Poland 
because the demand for labor exceeded the supply: 


“ 


various devious means some people want 
prove that unemployment does not exist People’s Poland. 

How they obscure the truth? means 
arithmetic. Are there unemployed white collar workers? 
Are there unemployed graduates institutions higher 
learning? There are. there demand for labor force 
agriculture, building and mining? There is.... Thus, 
because the demand greater than the supply. The 
truth that our present Polish labor market the de- 
mand doesn’t correspond the supply. Unemployed 
white collar workers will not work the mines, the 
graduates journalism, economics philosophy will not 
State farms help with the harvest. view 
this, must accept the phenomenon that Poland un- 
employment (we can call ‘transitory difficulties the 


labor market’) exists alongside labor 


The Swiat article referred the employment situation 
Party 


mid-1957; now that the intends dismiss 


exactly two years today since first presented you with 
plan improve production.” 
congratulate you the anniversary.” 


Sturshel (Sofia), August 23, 1957 


According various accounts 1957, women group 
presented the most serious unemployment problem. Nowe Drogi, 
June 1957, stated, for example, that 60-80 percent the persons 
registered employment agencies were women, and that the jobs 
offered them were mostly difficult and unattractive. “22 per- 


cent the jobs available April 1957, were jobs agricul- 
There are women who would willing accept 
such tasks work factories, street car transportation, and hos- 
pitals—not mention domestic work.” Now that some workers 
heavy industry will also thrown out their feather-bedding 
jobs, unlikely that employment prospects for women will 
improve. 


thousands industrial workers well white collar 
workers, unemployment will not “exist alongside labor 
shortage” but will undoubtedly reflect shortage jobs 
throughout the nation. The release industrial workers 
connected with the fact that the Gomulka regime has 
twice revised the Five Year Plan (1956-60), cutting total 
investment for this period from more than 331 billion 
zloty 301.8 billion. The frenzied industrial expansion 
1950-55 has been abandoned, and the emphasis now 
modernizing existing plants rather than building new faci- 
lities. This means that employment opportunities in- 
dustry for industrial workers and dismissed administrative 
workers are not likely increase the foreseeable future.* 


For Better Bureaucrat 


THE ADMINISTRATIVE reorganization was underway, 

both the press and Party leaders began speak about 
the large number incompetent and unqualified persons 
holding administrative posts. Spokesmen for the regime 
tended remain silent the reasons for this state af- 
fairs, avoiding open discussion questions such 
nepotism, political pull and the Party’s high-handedness 
past appointments. Instead, they referred repeatedly 
the inadequate academic training the majority gov- 
ernment employees and, without explaining this develop- 
ment, used justification for carrying out further dis- 
missals. For example, Trybuna Ludu, April 11, 1957, 
implied that improving educational standards was major 
aim the projected personnel reduction the national 
councils: “The number persons employed this ap- 
paratus amounts more than 148,000, and most them 
have adequate qualifications for fulfilling the duties 
State employees. For instance, about percent the 
persons employed the councils have only elementary 
education.” 

Despite this emphasis schooling, there little reason 
believe that the reorganization has been carried out 
strictly professional basis and that power, influence with 
the Party, political “respectability” have been eliminated 
likely, for instance, that individuals who managed 
remain the bureaucracy after dismissal taking over 
lower-paid jobs held other persons were aided not only 
their qualifications but also, and possibly primarily, 
their connections. Furthermore, the stress education 

Continued page 


According Nowe Drogi, June 1957, the total number 
persons registered unemployment bureaus amounted 63,000. 
estimating the total number unemployed persons the 
country Polish Communist papers have multiplied the number 
persons registered various Thus Zycie Gospodarcze, 
February 17, 1957, multiplied the number men registered 
and the number women determine the number 
unemployed persons November 30, 1956, when, according 
the paper, the total number unemployed persons registered 
the Ministry Labor and Social Welfare amounted 40,056. 
Zycie Gospodarcze set the total number unemployed that 
date 177,764. Prostu, August 1956, said that the total 
number persons registered the employment agencies was 
51,000: “We have multiply this figure six, and the result, 
306,000 will give approximate picture unemployment.” 
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Unemployment 


QUESTION THE EXCESSIVE manpower employed 
production has already become important eco- 
nomic problem Poland. fact, the problem wider; 
pertains excessive employment administration and 
one could speak also about concealed unemployment 
agriculture. shall attempt analyze only concealed 
unemployment nationalized industrial enterprises. 
Many enterprises can maintain their present production 
while considerably reducing the number employ- 
ees. notice labor reserves some branches 
industry and labor shortage others. Therefore, 
careful planning possible abolish few years 
excessive manpower without simultaneously creating mass 
unemployment. 
Poland 
the symptom universal 


Does this phenomenon exist only 
other countries our camp also? 
then are dealing with 
economic feature common countries economi- 
cally backward and within defined economic system, 
which are building Socialism. difficult, however, 
answer this question fully. The problem unemploy- 
ment our camp constitutes, with few exceptions, great 
puzzle; there are publications this field, facts, 
figures. 

“We can only state the indisputable facts: the phe- 
nomenon excess manpower appeared full Yugo- 
slavia when the country switched another economic 
system. The economists were faced with dilemma: 
whether base the activity enterprises economic cal- 
culations maintain within the enterprises large re- 
serves excess manpower. The first solution was chosen— 
unemployment. Yugoslavia, this was the result not 
only reduction investments but also the above. 

The problem excess manpower exists also the 
Soviet Union although has somewhat different 
character. 

“The period industrialization Poland was charac- 
terized large increase employment. eco- 
nomic language, country economically backward 
this means the process liquidating concealed and real 
unemployment and development the economy where 
the increase production takes place not result 
labor efficiency but first all result increased 
employment. 

“During the past years, relatively speedy increase 
employment took place. The part played labor 
efficiency the increase production amounted during 
1948-55 about percent and the first half 1957 
only percent. 

“In countries our camp, this coefficient assumes vari- 
ous forms. not possess detailed data for the past 
period and therefore shall use planned indicators for 
the period 1956-60. the GDR percent increase 
production was planned with increase 


3.3 percent; Czechoslovakia, percent and per- 


cent respectively; Hungary percent and percent; 


Poland, percent and percent. 

Czechoslovakia and the have 
serves capital and the same time manpower short- 
age; these conditions necessary and justified 
develop production mainly through increase 
efficiency. The situation different the other group, 
for instance Poland: large increase manpower 
the result large population increase 
time relatively low 


and the same 
labor efficiency, small profits per 
capita the population and shortage capital 

have caused the increase production mainly the in- 
crease employment. 


Even the present low level 
technique and labor organization, enterprises are em- 


ploying more workers than really necessary carry out 
their tasks. 
symptoms. 


There must specific sources these 
The most important are: 


the building new things and the development 
entirely new production branches caused the employment 
large numbers unskilled workers. 


there were economic conditions for carry- 


ing out rational plan. The manager Socialist enter- 
prise was not interested dismissing part the per- 
sonnel: the contrary, was interested the greatest 
possible employment plan and fund because was then 
easier carry out planned tasks and handle the 
problem wages. 

Administrative methods employment. the pe- 
riod when administrative employees were switched over 
production, many economic activists thought follows: 
employee released from administration finds himself 
production socially useful regardless whether 
really needed the enterprise finds himself in. 
Thus large manpower reserves came into being. Some are 
the results the others 
[In 


the present situation] many basic contradictions [exist] 


speedy industrialization 
centralized management the economy. 


many enterprises: 


the contradiction between the requirements techni- 
cal development and labor organization and employment 

between the current local interests the staff 
and those the national economy. 


between the social interests of the staff and the 
social interests the staff maintain the present state 
employment, because otherwise certain social conflict 
remaining 
the enterprise and those who are find themselves the 
other side the factory gates. The staffs want avoid 
this conflict. the other hand, the workers want ob- 
tain better real income 


Zycte Gos podar. 


arises between the co-owners workers 


February 23, 1958 
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has not prevented administrative officials from considering 
the bureaucracy closed corporation and from resisting 
the infiltration young, unemployed graduate students. 
article June 1957, Zycie Warszawy complained 
that persons with high qualifications were being dismissed 
and barred from State employment although only per- 
cent the present employees had university education: 
“One can bold say that percent the 
ministerial employees are working below full capacity. 
This group includes chiefly young people under and 
elderly people who have passed the age retirement. 
There are employees, especially 
with insufficient training, while the same post- 
graduate students from various universities have difficul- 
ties finding jobs. have dismissed and are still dis- 
missing employees with good qualifications and 
are leaving inefficient ones their posts.” 


answer such complaints, which tended under- 
mine the political criteria, Nowe Drogi, June 1957, 
maintained that educational background could not the 
sole guide employment: 

“In 1957, the institutions higher learning will turn 
out more than 20,000 graduates, while the percentage 


Overlords 


Party Secretaries. They shaped the history the town 
and district, they shaped the destiny the people. 
How many them were there? The oldest inhabitants 
Dzialdow their former directors—Kazm- 
ierczak, Wysocki, Kalicki and Mirosa. They don’t remem- 
ber the first one who ruled 1945-46. They only know 
that was the founder the Dzialdow Republic (for 
few months Dzialdow was surrounded net police 
stations that everyone who entered the city had pro- 
duce his documents, etc.) and that permitted the plun- 
the But about 
Kazmierczak legends were created and are still circulating. 
Some were funny, some serious, and some difficult be- 
lieve. enough say that the October Plenum the 
Communist Party Dzialdow [in sent sharp tele- 
gram demanding that Kazmierczak prevented from as- 
sum 


reminisce about 


dering former 


any Party authority soon they heard was 
candidate for Party post neighboring district. 

“The reputation the other Secretaries was the same. 

They played overlords, they commanded, they disre- 
garded the people, they shoved their way in everywhere 
although they knew nothing. Their activity could ex- 
pressed numbers: 600 peasants were thrown out the 
Party because they would not join collective farms be- 
cause they failed make compulsory deliveries (the ma- 
jority them could not so), approximately 200 peas- 
ants were thrown into prison for the same reasons) there 
were scores prosecutions for so-called political practical 
jokes and abandoned farms. 


Prostu (Warsaw), June 16, 1957 


Where the Money Goes 
ARE even cases where employees who are idle 
for years still receive wages. For example, three 
movie studios, over half million was paid the 
movie administration 1955 for workers who were 


not given any assignments.” Rabotnichesko Delo, June 20, 
1956. 


employees with elementary education employed 
ministries oscillates between and percent, and the 
number employees with higher education does not ex- 
ceed average percent. However, the cadres can- 
not changed easily some people suggest, because 
education cannot made the only criterion em- 
ployee’s fitness.” 


That the Party worried about what with its 
university graduates and feels that the demands the 
economy not coincide with the creation increasing 
numbers non-productive workers suited only for high- 
level administrative posts was indicated Trybuna Ludu, 
August “This year,” the paper stated, “about 32,000 
students took their admission examinations various insti- 
tutions higher learning. Unfortunately, there are 
those institutions only 14,855 available places—about 5,000 
fewer openings than last year.” 


The Cult Incompetence 


THE Party has discussed the reorganization 
mainly terms facts, figures and economic needs, 
some the Polish papers have seized this opportunity 
make sweeping indictments past policy. 
Demokratyczny (Warsaw), June 19, 1957, described the 


“The creation huge bureaucratic apparatus, manned 
people who very often did not possess any qualifica- 
tions, led the emergence the cult dilletantism 
and incompetence. For the new bureaucratic appara- 
tus, whose employees most often did not have any quali- 
fications, the contempt for professional qualifications was 
most often necessary defend their own interests. After 
few years, the principle which said that the important 
thing was one’s political qualifications and not knowledge 
education, became fact distortion the primary 
principles the revolution. 

“This has caused the appearance many well-known 
and oft-discussed phenomena which are now characteristic 
our life: people with technical education employed 
the field culture, teachers trade, humanists plan- 
ning, etc. All this created atmosphere transitoriness 
and lack stability; the growing tendency towards exten- 
sion the bureaucracy hampered all sound organizational 
measures. 

“There for the arbitrary 
change work. was very easy switch from trade 
culture, from the administrative the technical field. 
The cult incompetence weakened very important so- 
cial fact: man’s attachment his profession, his belief 
the permanence his social position. The cult incom- 
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“Orders have just come reduce top personnel.” 
“Well, that case the porter will have fired.” 


Sturshel (Sofia), July 12, 1957 


petence became additional premise the incessant 

fluctuation cadres, migration from one office an- 

other, the acceptance temporary jobs. 


equally interesting analysis, Swiat (Warsaw), 
August 11, 1957, condemned the fact that unqualified men 
were appointed top technical posts, even though large 
numbers engineers had been trained for 
result this, the paper said, production crawled, 
people were disappointed and left their jobs, and engineers 
neglected their work and failed improve their compe- 
tence. Swiat added that the necessity appointing able 
and responsible people top jobs was particularly im- 
portant now view extensive profiteering: 


think have too many cliques Poland which 
give mutual support each other and remain beyond 
control and public opinion. The fact that for many years 
people have been given appointments our country 
very strange way favorable the existence these 
cliques. People were not chosen for their real qualifica- 
but for their skill Socialist and Marxist phrase- 
ology, which they skillfully used Party meetings and 
conferences. Many times one looked for obedient 
fellow, hypocrite, two-faced yes-man and glib phrase 
artist fill responsible post; many times ears and eyes 
were closed thousands signs which told the truth 
about the man, and yet the man remained his post 
All this constitutes the basic element the social morass 
which remain, our backwardness and our defects.” 


tions 


Bulgaria 


MEETING January 17, 1957, the Bulgarian Party 

Central Committee announced major government 
reorganization beginning with the merger number 
ministries and including thirty percent reduction 


administrative personnel the following three years.* The 
aim these moves, similar ones elsewhere the area, 
was reduce the cumbersome central apparatus, increase 
the rights local organs and simplify planning and man- 
agement. preparation for the upheaval, the Central 
Committee forbade all ministries and executive depart- 
ments plan staff increases: “As general rule, vacated 
posts must not filled, except cases where the appoint- 
ment highly qualified cadres compelling necessity. 
new enterprises, particularly the production sector, 
the State administrative apparatus should 


are released should not remain without jobs. They must 


Although there will dismissals employees who 


directed and employed the 
Rabotnichesko Delo January 20, 1957. 


The transfer administrative workers production 
meant, part, that large numbers technicians and ex- 
perts who for years had held comfortable jobs pen push- 
ers Sofia offices would now required take more 
onerous tasks industry. Premier Yugov, speaking the 
Bulgarian National Assembly February 
plained that too few trained specialists were contributing 


com- 


directly industrial development while the administration 
was filled with men performing unnecessary 


“At present about 5,930 employees are working the 
ministries and departments propose reorganize. 
leva. 
are teams which have duplicate 
tasks. They must pooled the mergers. These include 


amounted 62.5 million 


these ministries there 


1956, their salaries 


the departments for planning, accounting, labor and wages, 
capital construction etc. means the reorganiza- 
tion this staff will reduced gradually. Thus, more 
favorable ratio will created regard manpower en- 
gaged production. New savings will made connec- 
tion with the means spent for non-productive labor. This 
will make it possible to reduce production costs. The reor- 
ganization inevitably will lead the abolition several 
administrations and 


districts. 


unnecessary branches regions and 


“Tt will also contribute better use experts vari- 


ous branches our national economy. great number 


these experts will leave the departments our adminis- 
tration work directly production. present there 
are 330 architects and engineers working the construc- 
tion sector 


presumably and 3,107 planning 


organizations and institutes, while only 608 are working 


construction.” 


For the list mergers, see 
47. The 


offices seven. 


East Europe, March 1957 issue, 
measures reduced fourteen ministries and executive 


Although the reorganization carried out the aboli- 
tion various posts, December 14, 1956 decree stipulated that 
case personnel cuts, office organization had the right 
fire workers whose posts had not been eliminated that the more 
qualified employees could retained. 


Yugov revealed that the program for slashing the adminis- 
tration had actually begun 1956, when State employment had 
allegedly been cut twenty percent. According available 
statistics, this probably means that even before the regime an- 
nounced long-range plan reorganization some workers 
were ousted from the bureaucracy. 
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OLD that bureaucrats like warm nests. 

And they have built these nests for themselves more 
than one center our economic apparatus. And does this 
happen only the economic apparatus. 

“The nest kept nice and warm many factory ad- 
ministrations, offices and ministries whenever the director- 
bureaucrat permitted manage people and adminis- 
trate without moving from his desk, separated from 
real life, immune any advice offered experienced and 
sober employees, and absolutely opposing everything which 
demands the liquidation ossified methods and suggests 
progress. Oh, how the bureaucrats hate have their peace 
and quiet disturbed. you see them sitting there, 
armed the teeth with their pompous mania that ‘pro- 
duction and constitute the 
wisdom can found only here, the top, while the 
bottom, the factory plant, there are only those who 
can follow, could say, “blindly” but Our bu- 
reaucrats understand enough know that these are not 
the times propagate such views and that they wouldn’t 
last hour they did. democrats, too, and they 
say: ‘of course, the crew can correct the smaller de- 
tails, but will dictate all the basic [plans] for produc- 
tion and investment, and that the way will 

strong wind now threatening the nests the bu- 
reaucrats. They are trying hide and defend them- 


Radio Warsaw, February 1956. 


Demand for Cushy Jobs 


THE REGIME has stressed the need for “pro- 
ductive” labor, neither administrative workers nor 
recent graduates have responded happily the call. In- 
deed, according former Deputy Premier Georgi Chankov 
(demoted July 1957) they have refused take the jobs 
offered them industry construction and have per- 
sisted their efforts secure office posts. report 
the end 1956 the economic plan for the coming year, 
Chankov said: 


“It will difficult find jobs for those employees 
who want only office work and who run away from work 
construction other physical labor. The country spends 
tremendous sums money for the development edu- 
cation. These sums are spent not create bureau- 
cratic Bulgaria but increase constantly the technical 
knowledge and culture our working class. This should 
understood all those who study our higher, mid- 
dle, technical and special educational establishments. 
The people’s councils, Party and youth organizations 
should take more care this respect. They should prevent 
situation such that which occurred 1956, when 
many construction sites and industrial enterprises regu- 
lar influx manpower was assured, despite the presence 
people looking for jobs. Such ‘jobless people’ for whom 
there physical other reason run away from 
production and who seek easy work will not find jobs until 


they change their attitude towards labor.” (Rabotnichesko 
Delo, December 28, 1956.) 


Three days later, December 31, 1956, Rabotnichesko 
Delo provided further information the “unhealthy work 
attitude” many Bulgarians. The paper revealed that 
they not only insisted “light occupations” but refused 
remain undeveloped provincial areas where, 
has been reported, conditions are primitive and the lack 
intellectual stimulation has destroyed the morale 
numerous energetic and educated men: 


‘ 


our country, especially the capital, there has 
developed the impermissible tendency run away from 
flight large cities, particularly the 
capital, evident. are confronted with fictitious mar- 
riages and adoptions which are aimed circumventing 
government regulations restrict habitation the 
capital] and taking residence Sofia. also 
should look with alarm the fact that many people from 
higher and secondary schools avoid going where the 
Party sends them. For some light occupation, they dis- 
regard the specialization which they have learned 
great expense the State.” 


Aside from environment and social status, the question 
pay probably also has disillusioned white collar employ- 
ees about the joys work industry. According 
regime statistics, the monthly salaries State employees 
with “general education” range from 400 500 leva, 
while those with higher education receive from 500 800 
leva, and some executive positions pay 1,000 leva and over. 
Although the government has also set the minimum wage 


the wall: “Getting closer the masses.” Caption: “Chinese.” 


Polityka July 3-9, 1957 
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Down blind alley. 


Sturshel (Sofia), August 1957 


industry 400 leva monthly, most office workers with 
experience receive more than that already and will un- 
doubtedly suffer from the reorganization.* seems likely 
that the hardest hit will those employees with in- 
dustrial skills. 


Unemployment Problem 


THE GOVERNMENT has tried sound optimistic 

about the transfer its administrative employees 
production and has called upon specialists work their 
fields, the dismissals cannot help but aggravate Bulgaria’s 
already serious unemployment problem. The labor market 
glutted with unskilled workers and despite 
complaints about inadequate influx industrial man- 
power there are not enough jobs around. 
(Sofia), July 10, 1956, admitted, for instance, that Bul- 
garian industry could not absorb completely the manpower 
released through the mechanization agriculture and the 
reorganization industrial branches. remedy matters, 
Izvestia said, the government had allocated 14.8 million 
leva various ministries and Sofia’s Municipal Council 
for the purpose assuring jobs 19,633 people. These 
jobs were created dismissing unpaid workers— 
prisoners and members the labor battalions**—from 
mining and construction work. The Ministry the In- 


Actually, many workers and employees receive less than 400 
leva monthly. decree issued the end 1956 called for 
percent increase April 1957 the wages poorly paid 
workers and employees and minimum wage 400 leva monthly: 
there has been evidence, however, show that these increases 
were carried out. According Trud (Sofia), December 16, 1956, 
these measures were affect some 390,000 workers and 215,000 
employees—that percent the people estimated work- 
ing all branches the economy and administration 1957. 
Rabotnichesko Delo, March 16, 1958, reported that 1957 there 
were 1,329,000 workers and employees the country. These sta- 


tistics not include private collective farmers who constitute 
the bulk the population. 


terior was instructed remove some 1,580 prisoners work- 
ing the Dimitrov and Marbas mines and Sofia’s 
Rabotnik brick and tile factory, and the Ministries Heavy 
Industry and Communal Economy were ordered supply 
corresponding number workers for these jobs. Simi- 
larly, 5,500 members the labor battalions were relieved 
their obligation work the pits and construction 
sites. 

Indeed, the job shortage acute that other Com- 
munist countries have been forced help. November 
28, 1956, First Party Secretary Todor Zhivkov disclosed 
that the USSR was shipping raw materials 
finished goods (cotton fabrics, rubber, hide, wool, etc.) 
Bulgarian factories effort relieve “temporary” 
unemployment. was estimated that some 25,000 workers, 
chiefly women, would thus put work making 
finished products for the Soviet Union. 1957, Bulgarian 
labor was exported other parts the orbit: June, 
Radio Bratislava announced that about 13,000 Bulgarians 
would given employment Czechoslovakia, chiefly 
the building industry, and July both Bulgarian and 
Soviet sources confirmed rumors that some 10,000 young 
Bulgarians had been sent the USSR work industry, 
agriculture and 


Education for Work 


PROPAGANDA and “education” the Party now 
trying overcome the “un-Marxist” disdain for physi- 
cal labor for which its own policies have been largely re- 
Young citizens regarded unfit for service the army because 
unhealthy “class origins,” political unreliability, etc., are drafted 
into labor battalions where they fulfill their two-year compulsory 
military service work industrial and construction projects. 
The release some 18,000 army officers and enlisted men 
December 1955, and the reduction compulsory military service 
one year undoubtedly also contributed the unemployment 


problem. 
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for Liquidation" 


MULTI-LEVEL organization our trade appa- 
ratus with central administrations the head 
imitation the trade apparatus the Soviet Union. 
This seriously impedes the work efficiency our trade 

since the model copied was not meant for our needs 
our conditions. Our trade apparatus excessively 
expanded, has too many channels through which goods 
pass, and has overgrowth administrative functions. 
seems that the time has come switch the main work 
commerce trade enterprises and eliminate all the 
dispensable ‘stages’ and ‘links,’ the central administration 


and perhaps even the provincial wholesale enterprises. 


The first eliminated should the central adminis- 
tration wholesale food and the central administration 
wholesale clothing. this way, the road decen- 
tralizing the wholesale apparatus would marked out. 

Gospodarcze (Warsaw), February 23, 1958 


sponsible. The new emphasis manual work is, course, 
concomitant the program for paring down the bureauc- 
racy; also aimed correcting situation which has 
undermined the steady growth supply skilled work- 
ers whose talents could employed further and more 
efficient industrialization. Though present there are too 
few jobs available, Bulgarian industry 
plagued backward techniques, waste and incompetence, 
and these faults are traceable not only the system 
general but the fact that the best men are glued their 
desks. view this, the Party issued decree July 
1956 calling for increased technical training Bulgarian 
schools, which were criticized for their disproportionate 
stress book learning: 
“The main shortcomings schools general education 


stem from the fact that this education lags behind So- 
nature. Because this, our students lack the necessary 
labor habits and skills. large number them, having 
been graduated from secondary schools, are unwilling 

“While preserving the general character second- 
ary schools, intend start gradual introduction 
ures for complete changeover this training. 

“The plan [which was completed the end 
must provide new subjects for grades eight twelve 

dealing with essentials industrial and agricultural 
production, well with production practice. The 
participation students and school children agricul- 
tural and industrial work organized the Dmitrov 
Youth Union Party youth organization] must con- 
tinue, particularly during the summer holidays. .The 
days which socially useful work done must 
increased from ten twenty. Local Party and State 
organs must encourage industrial enterprises under- 
take the patronage some schools.” 


meas- 


recent months, the official press has carried scant in- 
formation the process de-bureaucratization, but 
February speech the 1958 State budget, Minister 
Finance Kiril Lazarov indicated that personnel reductions 
the administrative apparatus constituted important 
part government planning. Lazarov said: “The interests 
the people and the Socialist economy require cheap 
State apparatus, with the simplest structure, free from 
bureaucratic work methods. For this purpose, different 
measures were taken improve the administration, such 
also affected the draft-bill the 1958 budget. The ex- 
penditure for State administration reduced 
1958] comparison with 1957 49.2 million leva, 
seven percent.” (Rabotnichesko Delo, February 1958.) 


Aesop the Border 


LONELY spot the Polish-Czechoslovak border. Suddenly, over the hori- 
zon one direction Polish dog comes racing toward Czechoslovakia; over the 
other horizon, the same moment, Czechoslovak dog comes hurtling towards 
Poland. Heads down, they approach each other and collide with tremendous crash 


just the border. 


After few dazed moments, the Czechoslovak dog shakes his 


head and asks, the big hurry get Czechoslovakia?” 


“I’m hungry,” the Polish dog says. 
you rushing Poland for?” 


want get something eat. 


What are 


want bark,” says the Czechoslovak dog. 
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“Dreams That Never Come 


The following article movie hopefuls and their dreams 

success from the Hungarian women’s magazine Nok 

Lapja, September 26, 1957. typical great deal 

post-Revolt Hungarian journalism: completely apolitical, 

full “human interest.” The Kadar regime continues, 

journalism other fields, try lull and distract the 
bitterly restive Hungarian people. 


EVERY DAY find ads our newspapers run- 

ning something like this: year old girls wanted 
Film Studio for major roles; must pretty and have 
good figures.” 

result, many our teenagers—fans Sophia Loren 
Marina Vlady—leave their drab classrooms join 
hundreds others the neighborhood their dream- 
land. They all secretly hope that they, too, might become 
the impersonators cynicism, disappointed love and glori- 
fied death. And why not? movie producer fall 
love with them? 

These young girls are courted “poets,” young men 
their own background whose ardent declarations love 
make them believe that their eyes really are the most 
beautiful earth. These endearments are quickly con- 
firmed with the help mirror. Yes, they are beautiful 
indeed. quite natural for them line up, and they 
have been there once they will again, even when there 
are ads the paper. They are confident. They trust 
their luck, and their “pull” which they feel they must get 
somehow any means possible. 

they once taste the excitement, they become slaves 
close-up where they might allowed smile for couple 
yards. Then, would impossible not seen and 
chosen. Alas, what usually happens this world swiftly 
reeling shots that the major part reel will cut 
from the final version the film anyway. 

must write about this because the sadness and 
disillusion hundreds youngsters, who have stood 
lines front movie studios, competing, and sometimes 
even fighting, for short second mob scene. 
important because, unfortunately, many these young 
girls really believe they are the road stardom once 
they are made the make-up man. During filming 
there are often unhappy incidents. The producer often 
sends them away many times, and still they fight bitterly, 
leave their homes, schools, jobs the blind belief that 
fame just around the corner. 


Highway Fiancee 


FAMILY MAKING automobile trip had engine trouble 

near Z., and they stopped the first passing car ask 
for help. The young man driving the car helped fix the 
engine and made polite conversation. Susie, senior high 
school girl, listened enraptured when she found that the 


“She made it, but she one out thousands, and still not 


certain that she has really 


Nok Lapja Budapest) September 26, 1957 
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young man worked film studio. She memorized his 
name, and the following day after school she waited for 
him the entrance the studio. She waited two more 
days and never saw him, but she did not give hope. 
Finally she met him and him take notice her. The 
young man tried vain tell her had nothing 
with the films but Susie insisted stubbornly being intro- 
Finally did 
and, course, nothing happened. Why should anything 
have happened? After all, 


duced somebody—and his fiancee. 
the chauffeur film com- 
pany has fiancee, who cares? nice girl, that’s all. 

But Susie did not lose heart. Once behind the doors, 
there she remained. She finally made the acquaintance 
manuscript carrier and began pestering him calling 
his apartment. Susie’s parents had idea what had 
been going until one day the young man became angry 
the mean- 
time, Susie’s scholastic record had dropped; she was ner- 


and told Susie’s father about her behavior. 


vous and had lost her appetite. Her parents were upset 
and had been watching and following her. This naturally 
hurt her ego. This girl might still saved her parents, 
but what those who their own way and leave the 
protection their families? 


Rosie, the Sophisticated Cynic 


Rosie nineteen; she squints slightly. worked 
films for three years,” This means that she 
worked ten pictures extra and has faced the 
camera once for maybe three long seconds. “You 
asks. “You know, 


noticed immediately it. was superb, real woman.” 


seen that picture?” she friends 

Suddenly realized that she lisps. 

“And how! could have played the role Ruttkay 

better. You 

need.” She waves her hand. “If only had some backing 
that’s what you need this kind job.” 


much know I’m exactly the type they 


Rosie sublets room and has lived alone for the last 
two years, despite the fact that her parents live the 
same city. They are divorced and she does not want 
She wants she likes. 
“What your occupation?” asked. 


live with either them. 


“What you mean? Actress, 

“Did you attend the Actors College?” 

“How could need pull there.” 

She makes forint day when working 
she 
pays least 400 forint month for her room, and her 
dresses would make many girls envious. 


extra, which happens only few days month. 


can you afford them?” She shrugs her shoulders. 


“You know 
actress has dress, otherwise never get any place. 


just have them.” Then she smiles. 
Acting only ambition and willing any- 
thing get ahead. You understand!” 

Yes, indeed I do. 

She had been typist once. She speaks German and 
reads French very well, but when looking for job she 
only tries actress. wonder why one has told 
her that her lisp will prevent her from becoming actress 


and she will never succeed the motion picture industry. 
She still young; maybe she could still saved. 


The One Who Made 


Her parents demanded that she get college degree, 
and she did. She became teacher, summa cum laude. 
Then she told her husband and parents that she wanted 
become actress. 
school. 


She enrolled private acting 
costly hobby 150 forint month. was all right with 
him she had the perseverance. She had it. She divorced 
her husband and now lives only for the theater. She 
years old and has interests beyond her passion for 
acting. She had often worked extra the film 
studios but she there any more because she dis- 
approves the atmosphere. She packing now 
the road comedy. The public likes her, and she enjoys 
working road companies. She hurry catch her 
train half hour, and she does not pack her stage 


dresses but carries them hanger, slipping garment 
bag over them. Off she goes. 


Some day she may get top 
determined, but the road long. 


She probably talented 
she made among the many thousands girls within 
the past few years. She one the few lucky ones; 
have never found another. 


The Disenchanted One 


extra. only went because needed money. 

stand being pushed around. few women there are ter- 
(Continued page 50) 


hated being 


“Like some scene from film. However, the film was never 
Nok Lapja (Budapest), September 26, 1957 
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Labor Absenteeism 


the Soviet Bloc 


Throughout the Soviet bloc Communist industrial goals 
are seriously impeded large-scale labor absenteeism. 
some the countries absenteeism appears have politi- 
cal cast, others social psychological roots are more 
prominent. But all the countries the bloc has com- 
mon economic complex interaction the eco- 
nomic hardships and easements the Stalin and post-Stalin 
periods. This article conditions Poland and 
Bulgaria, the two extremes the spectrum. second 
article will cover Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and Romania. 


reviews 


ABSENTEEISM STATE industry one the most 

ominous rattles the Communist State machinery. 
seriously erodes the efficiency the economy and makes 
mockery the alleged unity workers’ and State inter- 
ests. 

the past five years, absenteeism has increased consid- 
erably throughout the bloc, especially absenteeism “without 
The causes clearly lie the social and economic 
changes the post-Stalin era, beginning with the relaxa- 
tion repressive labor controls after Stalin’s death. Under 
Stalinist totalitarianism, absenteeism was regarded 
major crime against the State, form sabotage and re- 
sistence. The legislation and decrees this period called 
for criminal prosecution absenteeism well other 
breaches labor discipline, with penalties ranging from 
heavy fines and dismissal prison and forced labor sen- 
tences. Except Poland and Bulgaria where they were 
repealed 1956, these provisions still exist paper. But 
practice they are seldom applied. This part due 
the change political atmosphere since Stalin’s death and, 
particularly, the Twentieth Soviet Party Con- 
gress February 1956. also great part due the reali- 
zation that the system Stalinist rigor was immensely inef- 
ficient; that although the State can, with difficulty and 
the cost crippling bureaucracy and centralization, ter- 
rorize workers the 
vast industrial waste, incompetence, restiveness. The cur- 


factories, such pressures 
rent mode attempts persuade and cajole rather than 
force. 

Intimidated and exploited for years, the workers have 
thus been freed from external discipline imposed force, 
without yet having been provided with effective incen- 
tive for self-discipline regard their jobs, which remain 
financially and emotionally unrewarding. Especially among 
young workers, absenteeism closely tied alcoholism, 
pilfering and stealing, “hooliganism” and other 
symptoms. 

Reinforcing the more permissive political climate the 


“Why you work?” 
got the grippe.” 
“It's worse with me. got pneumonia.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), February 16, 1958 


growth opportunity within the economic structure. This 
most marked Poland and Hungary, where the partial re- 
lease agriculture and small industry from rigid State con- 
trol opened economic opportunities which compete favor- 
ably with the low-paid jobs State industry. This has led 
what called Czechoslovakia two 

that is, holding down two jobs, one and one outside State 
industry. important additional factor the increase 
absenteeism the opportunity for profit which the work- 
“sick 
All these factors have produced various abuses and 
which the authorities 
out Stalinist 


According Communist statistics absenteeism most 


ers have discovered the social insurance system 
pay.” 
are control with- 
resorting methods compulsion. 

prevalent certain key industries such mining and con- 
struction. rises during the summer months, and around 


holidays and weekends. The statistical picture 
means complete, for, the Communist press states, much 
absenteeism concealed plant workers and trade union 


functionaries and never reported. 


Poland 


the point posing direct threat the country’s 
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economy, well underlining the slump 
morale. Reviewing the political and economic balance 
sheet for the crucial year 1957, Party Chief Wladislaw 
Gomulka stressed the need for “social sense 
individual responsibility for and cooperation with the 
regime programs. connection with the urgent problem 
the foreign trade balance, Gomulka asserted that “credit 
imports could have been considerably reduced sense 
work discipline, arising from sense social discipline, 
had prevailed throughout work establishments. Unfortu- 
nately discipline was lacking very many these estab- 
lishments. The most glaring expression this was wide- 
spread unjustified absenteeism, simulated illness, neglect 
work. The losses from these causes alone run into billions 
zloty.” (Radio Warsaw, December 31.) Planning Commis- 
sion chief Jedrychowski, his year-end report the Sejm, 
said that while industrial production had exceeded the 
planned increase, the increase would have been greater still 
“but for lax labor discipline—especially during the sum- 
(Ra- 
Deputy Premier Jaroszewicz, 
addressing the National Congress Metallurgical Workers, 
said that the most disturbing development the metallurgi- 


mer—and the excessively high level absenteeism.” 
dio Warsaw, December 


<0. 


cal industry during 1957 was the percent increase ab- 
senteeism 1955 steel production fell 50,000 tons 
Radio Warsaw, January 


|over 
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Rapid Rise 


the summer 1957 the regime’s alarm over the situ- 
ation found increasingly frequent expression the press. 
Numerous examples excessive absenteeism plants and 
industries were cited: the Harvesting Machine plant 
Poznan, for example, was reported that over percent 
the labor force was absent each day, causing this one 
factory loss 7,500 manpower days every month. 
the Cegielski Works Poznan, lost 
the first half 1957 through unexplained absenteeism 
and 1,077,012 hours through absenteeism for purported sick- 
ness. Productivity Poznan industry dropped this pe- 
riod from 100 97.3 percent, and absenteeism rose from 
7.2 percent, compared with the equivalent period 
1956 (Zycie Warszawy August 1957 

Radio Warsaw, August cited the Klimontow mine 
model degeneration: compared with the first half 
1956, production had fallen over percent; productiv- 


hours were 


ity had fallen percent; employment percent; absen- 
teeism had increased percent. the same time the wage 
fund had increased 34.5 percent. 

The record for absenteeism appears held the 
Osina mining complex the Czestochowa coal basin. Here, 
according August report Radio Warsaw, only 
percent the labor force present every day. 

Overall figures indicate that mid-1957 about per- 
cent the total number employees State industry 
daily failed report for work. 
electrical 


the coal mining and 
absenteeism had gone 
percent and unexplained absenteeism 21.5 percent dur- 
ing the year. heavy industry sick leaves had risen 


industries, “sickness” 


nearly percent. both light and heavy industry unex- 
plained absenteeism had almost doubled. 


Many observers have noted that the great increase ab- 
senteeism, alcoholic consumption and “hooliganism,” 
are linked the disappointment and apathy which suc- 
ceeded the high hopes and excitement the Polish people 
the stirring days October 1956, when Gomulka as- 
sumed power the face Soviet threats and could 
believed that completely new era had dawned. Although 
Poland is, indeed, far the least doctrinaire and dog- 
matic Communist countries, nevertheless, the Poles’ 
high hopes have not been fulfilled, and the reaction from 
those hopes dominant mood Poland today. 
Prezeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych (Warsaw), monthly 
devoted social problems, wrote October 1957: “The 
picture life our country most depressing the light 
figures and data the increase alcoholism, ‘justified’ 
and unjustified absences from work, millions zloty stolen 
and written about startling figures 


but fact nobody 


Indifference and irresponsibility are most marked among 
the younger workers. Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), August 
21, 1957, quoted the observations number super- 
visory employees various factories which 
point. According the foreman the “FSO” automobile 
factory: “Absenteeism most prevalent among young work- 


“He and his January production quota are bad way.” com- 
plaint about drunkenness cause absenteeism and loss 
production. 


Cartoon and quoted caption from Sturshel (Sofia), January 11, 1957 
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Note: “In connection with the large number false medical re- 
ports [on special commissions will visit the ill their 
homes.” 

Caption: “Is there someone sick here?” 


lying down, ain’t Szpilki (Warsaw), February 23, 1958 


ers, who display moral sense duty. Young people are 
not burdened with families and don’t care about their jobs. 
find practically absenteeism among older workers 
with long professional experience. They value their co- 
workers’ respect, they are highly esteemed the factory, 
and they stay out only for valid reasons.” supervisor 
the same factory pointed out that absenteeism the logical 
accompaniment high rate labor turnover. The 
young workers change jobs frequently and have real ties 
their working place. “It was unanimously stressed the 
FSO that radical steps are not taken the 
factory will threatened with anarchy [resulting in- 
calculable losses the national commented 
buna Ludu. The same article quoted the manager the 
Warsaw Soap and Cosmetic plant: “Often conversa- 
tions with older employees hears about] really ideal 
order which was maintained production shops ‘before 
the This does not exist now. Toleration chaos 
among workers toleration open breach work disci- 
pline.” 

comprehensive study labor discipline, published 
Przeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych’s October 1957 issue, ana- 
lyzed the new conditions which, said, must have arisen 
account for the increase absenteeism 1956-57. One 
the main factors was that the coercive regulations and 
methods enforced under Stalinism were abandoned 1956 
without being replaced appropriate new system 
control. Under Stalinism, said the article, society building 
Socialism treated like the garrison fort, fighting 
against the capitalist encirclement, and this garrison was 
completely and unconditionally subordinated its com- 
mand. The Stalinist organization society utilized 
both the law and extra-legal police terror maintain labor 
discipline: jobs were allocated decree, employees were 
forbidden change quit jobs; absentecism and other 
breaches labor discipline were punishable prison and 
forced labor law now referred the Polish press 


“the notorious resolution discipline these 
laws were added such authorized practices confidential 
informing which, said the paper, put the fate into 
the hands elements” who were able shuffle 
eliminate employees without any public accounting. 


Przeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych observed: “The turning 
point 1956-57 brought this field also the rejection 
old methods and The regulations the Socialist 


discipline work [the 1950 decree] have been cancelled. 
The practice confidential informing employees has 
been abandoned. Thus the two pillars discipline—fear 
and compulsion—collapsed.” The article pointed out that 
the alleviation pressure the worker the administra- 
tion, Party and trade unions led those workers who had 
previously observed work discipline out simple fear 
adopt free and easy attitude toward their work obliga- 
tions. The disillusionment caused the the 
errors and distortions committed the State and Party 
apparatus and specifically for our country, the reactivisation 
of certain elements of the ‘abolished bourgeoisie, created a 
fertile soil for the growth nihilism which affected social 
discipline general and labor discipline 
Meantime, with legal provision for constructing new 
code labor discipline, the managements enterprises 
were helpless control unwarranted absence from work. 


The Economic Factors 


THE BREAKDOWN the old sanctions led nat- 

ural rise the incidence absenteeism. But itself 
this was not enough explain the sudden upswing 1957: 
for this the impetus was inadvertently provided certain 
the Gomulka regime’s changes and reforms economic 
organization. 

The virtual dissolution farm collectivization, the ex- 
pansion private farming and the easing State agricul- 
tural demands created agricultural boom which has 
made farming profitable for the first time since the Com- 
munists took over Poland. But, said Przeglad Zagadnien 
Socjalnych “even this very positive economic feature has 
its negative reflection the form absenteeism workers 
who take off from their factory jobs tend their fields.” 
Among industrial workers the poorer peasants recruited 
from the rural districts have disproportionately high rate 
absenteeism. 

Similarly, the quasi-legal growth small private industry, 
although limited, lures labor, especially skilled labor, away 
from the State factories. Textile and railroad workers en- 
gage trade. Builders and miners work private con- 
struction. Skilled workmen keep secret workshops, pilfer- 
ing their raw materials from the State factories where 
they are employed. The private employers pay two 
three times more than the State for the same with 
priority orders going the worker who can supply his 
the State factory’s—material. Radio Warsaw, 
August 16, 1957, compared the wages State industry, 
which run low 1,000 zloty month, the wages 
100-150 zloty day prevailing private handicrafts. The 
broadcast said that many industrial workers 
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their factory only often enough stay the payroll and 
maintain their eligibility for the welfare benefits which are 
not available the private sector. But much possible, 
either feigning illness without offering any excuse 
all, these workers stay out work home some small 
Zycte Gos podarcz (Warsaw 

August 25, 1956, pointed out that only half the private 
enterprises employ extra worker for two days week, 
working days are lost every month State indus- 
try; and half the workers who recent years left farms 
take jobs State industry return the countryside help 
with the summer planting and harvest, this means loss 
about percent the industrial labor force, often for pe- 
riod several weeks, which amounts more than ten mil- 
lion working days. Zycie Gospodarcze added that the low 
wages coupled with the surplus unskilled jobs State fac- 


independent enterprise. 


tories means that the workers not value these jobs. The 
policy overemployment (recently pilloried the Elev- 
enth Plenum the Party Central which keeps 
numbers non-producing workers the payrolls State 
enterprises, has aggravated the problem. 

Przeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych observed that “it would 
over-simplifying reduce the economic premises the 
crisis work discipline the penetration private capital 
into the labor market. However, this present the most 
labor the Socialized sector.” 


dangerous source 


the boom agriculture and 
private trade and industry, the inferior wage scale State 
industries, and the abundance the lowest grade jobs— 


Thus these three factors 


form the economic basis the increase absenteeism. 
The present practice bolstered the fact that under ex- 
isting conditions difficult for those employed the 
Socialized sector shift permanently jobs the “free” 
sectors. disadvantageous for private entrepreneur 
farmer hire helpers permanent basis because must 
then pay high—30 percent—social insurance premium 
their behalf. addition, raw material shortages and other 
problems supply and distribution, and the real possibility 
shifts State economic policy, make difficult for pri- 
vate enterprises count steady, continuous operations. 


The Sick Pay 


HERE COMPELLING reason why workers hang 

nominal jobs the State factories, apart from the 
difficulty securing permanent jobs the private sector. 
This the State social insurance system “sick pay,” 
which State employees have learned manipulate for fi- 
nancial profits. Trybuna Ludu, August 10, went far 
charge that, specifically regard alleged sickness 
absenteeism, “the root the problem lies the fact that 
conditions have developed which pays sick and 


medical leaves absence are easy come by. Both these 


things are exploited people who are not ashamed 


taking money for nothing. This the whole cause the 
increase sickness absenteeism.” 


"The 


“Heavy drinking construction jobs marked 
increase aleohol consumption Poland closely related the 
problem industrial absenteeism. 


Cartoon and quoted caption from 
Szpilki (Warsaw), December 1957 


Under the Polish State insurance program, employees 
State industry receive percent their average wages 
effective from the first day illness. The figures show that 
almost percent sickness absenteeism thas been occur- 
ring over weekends. With this timing often possible 
for employees earn more being than putting 
their regular work. This because, computing the 
benefits, allowance not made for the fact that Saturday 
short workday and Sunday holiday. For example, 
worker paid piece rates may earn average zloty 
for eight hour day. His earnings for three days in- 
cluding weekend would amount to: Saturday (six hours), 
zloty; Sunday, none; Monday, zloty; total, 140 zloty. 
The sick pay for the same period, computed three days 
percent the zloty average, would amount 180 
zloty. (Przeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych, October 1957). 
Commented the paper: “It would appear that the regular 
timing absences testifies the financial basis this phe- 
nomenon. the Dzierzynski Works, where sickness 
absenteeism doubled less than year, the average sick 
pay for these three days zloty higher than the pay for 
work over the same period. another factory the sick pay 
over the weekend period zloty more (Trybuna Ludu, 
August 10, 1957). 

its attack absenteeism the press pinpointed the 
“sick pay and the responsibility trade union 
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functionaries and physicians was probed. Radio Warsaw, 
August 18, lashed out production foremen “who play 
the role kind uncles and shut their eyes various prac- 
tices, issue leave slips, certify work done without verifying 
The broadcast also charged that company doctors 
were far too lenient granting sick leave and merely 
“winked eye” when requests for such leaves consistently 
rose just before weekends. July article Trybuna 
Ludu complained that many doctors had become 
ized” such extent that workers requesting two days’ 
leave were often given five. (Under Stalinism, physicians 
could receive jail sentences for giving unwarranted medical 
leaves.) Other articles the regime press attempted 
justify the physicians, pointing out that many cases 
they not know the patients and are therefore obliged 
take patients’ complaints face value. The doctors are 
often put under great pressure the would-be patients. 

One the chief causes abuse medical leave 
that the authority for granting leave too dispersed, said 
Trybuna Ludu, August 10. Medical leave can author- 
ized several physicians, who are ignorant the actions 
the others. Employees may apply factory regional 


tory the illness, and the doctor does not have the 
time opportunity check. not surprising that 
the physician, influenced this story, grants the leave. 


Unfortunately, not written anyone’s forehead that 


the patient chronic absentee, and that tor weeks 

has been going from one doctor another. 

only about ten percent the sick leaves granted doc- 
tors are given patients whom they know.” 

The paper added: “It necessary mention here the 
extremely strong, even brutal pressure the patients 
those doctors who refuse grant them leave absence. 
Recently read moving letter from Dr. the Klimon- 
tow mine requesting transfer different work. rea- 
son cited several shocking scenes with patients who 
threatened him and even tried attack him.” 

Glos Pracy (Warsaw), August 15, published article 
physician the subject sick leave abuse. The 
physician said that not only was this practice causing huge 
economic losses the State but was also undermining 
the authority the medical profession. remarked: 


“For years looked for the sources increasing ab- 
senteeism improper work organization, poor conditions, 
insufficient However, violent 
jump absenteeism the spring and summer 1957 
cannot explained solely these terms. New elements 


have been added the previous ones favoring the rise 


incentives, etc. 


absenteeism, among them the general chaos enterprises 
and the weakening work discipline. observe in- 
creased pressure and aggressiveness the part some 
workers obtain unjustified sick leaves from doctors; and 
the other hand the ‘isolated’ physician resists this pres- 
sure less and less. 

“The present struggle against sickness absenteeism due 


drunkenness—the so-called ‘wet Mondays’ the com- 


The Background Polish Absenteeism: Economic Desperation 


IMPORTANT FACTOR absenteeism among Polish 

workers—though one which the regime tends under- 
play its anti-absenteeism campaign—is the generally 
low level wages. impossible for the average worker 
support family his basic wage alone. maintain 
minimum standard living, most families are compelled 
seek income from various other sources: from earnings 
other members the household, from 


“second 
(in private enterprise farming 


held the family head 
and from illegal sources such black marketeering, and 
the theft State property. 

During 1957 the Warsaw government made surveys 
family incomes and expenditures which showed that the 
basic wages most factory workers accounted for less than 
two thirds their total family income (Trybuna Ludu, 
March 30, 1958). The surveys covered workers coal 
mining, iron and steel, machinery manufacture 
textile industry. coal mining, which the highest pay- 
ing industry Poland, the basic wage the average worker 
studied amounted only 68.7 percent his total house- 
hold income (which also included family allowances, bon- 
uses, premiums, etc.). the steel and machinery industries 
the percentages were 66.4 and 61.3 respectively. textiles, 
where the average wage two thirds that coal, more 
than half the family income came from sources other than 


the basic hourly wage. The necessity other in- 
come shown the finding that the average textile 
family spent more food alone than earned 
with his basic wage. 

These figures conceal the even more serious plight 
families who fall below the average. Previous studies made 
the Main Statistical Bureau showed con- 
siderable spread between lowest and highest incomes (see 
East Europe, April 1958, pp. 31-34). For example, 318 
families workers the textile industry, had monthly 
income more than 1,000 zloty per family member during 
the first quarter 1957; the same time, families had 
per capita monthly income less than 400 zloty. 
estimated that minimum standard living Poland 
requires income 500 zloty more for each family 
member. 

While the official Polish press tends toward moral plat- 
itudes discussing the problem absenteeism (stressing 
laziness, drink, dishonesty and lack public spirit) 
clear that many workers have alternative they wish 
keep their families alive. their desperate efforts they 
naturally receive the tacit assistance supervisors and 
medical officers, who look upon these peculations one 
way raising wages and either cannot dare not resist 
them. 
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mon occurrence mass produced poor 
results. who records such absences the 
form ‘post-alcohol poisoning’ exposed much un- 
pleasantness the part the drunkard. Often the fac- 
tory council manager tells the worker that ‘the doctor 
wrote that was absent because drunkenness.’ 


The writer said that the responsibility for diagnosis 
suspicious cases should transferred collective author- 
ity, factory medical team central hospital. 

Trybuna Ludu, August 10, said that was urgent put 
end the “epidemic” fraudulent sickness absenteeism, 
but quickly added that under circumstances should the 
Stalinist system limiting physicians specific 
sick leaves reconsidered. The paper said that the first 
step obviously revise the computation sick pay 
that does not produce unjustified additional profit. 
paper suggested that “sickness books” introduced, 
containing record each worker’s illnesses, the dates and 
causes all his leaves absence, which would 
obliged show whenever was ill changed jobs. 

The article called for closer cooperation between physi- 
cians and factory councils, stressing that “it the duty 
the factory council protect the physician against pa- 
tients who behave improperly. present such cooperation 
almost nil and the physician left the mercy his 


New Work Regulations Drafted 


16, 1957, the Gomulka government issued 

decree designed provide legal framework for new, 
uniform work regulations throughout industry. The specific 
details the rules were worked out the manage- 
ment, Party organization, trade union and workers’ council 
each plant and enterprise. 

According the decree, workers guilty chronic un- 
justified absenteeism, well tardiness, drunkenness 
the job, wasting materials, insubordination and other 
breaches work discipline, would subject progres- 
sive series penalties, consisting reprimand, warning, 
fines, transfer lower wage group, and dismissal with 
and without notice. The maximum fine was set ten 

The press has also publicized the organization social 
insurance and workers’ council inspection teams whose task 
check absentees their homes. This system 
has been operating Czechoslovakia (where, however, 
has not been working very effectively, owing, the regime 
charges, the “corruption” the commission members 
who “cover up” for their co-workers). The regime 
taking various steps control the administration the 
sickness insurance fund workers’ organs the factories; 
incentive tighten up, the workers’ organ will 
encouraged use any savings out the sickness insurance 


fund for other social purposes (Radio Warsaw, January 
11, 1958 


Economic Remedies 


ADDITION THE relatively simple correction the 
flagrant distortion the social insurance system, far- 


reaching measures were called for meet the competition 
from the private sector and change the basic attitude 
the worker State industry toward his job. Zycie War- 
szawy, August put it, among the workers “mention dis- 
ciplinary measures [i.e. token] bonuses produces 
only hoots laughter.” Numerous articles the Polish 
press argued that, order attract and hold workers 
State industry, was necessary give the worker strong 
material tie his job the principle “reward directly 
related the results work.” The profit-sharing system 
was analyzed these terms Przeglad Kulturalny (War- 
saw), August Profit distribution individual factories, 
stated, computed one two ways: equal division among 
all employees, taking length service into account; pro- 
portional division according each base pay. The 
article held that the first system, which not the one now 
generally followed, would provide potent incentive for 
raising productivity and reducing absenteeism. Zycie Gos- 
podarcze (Warsaw), August 25, proposed general redis- 
tribution manpower the whole economy. Workers 
should given interest reducing their own numbers 
State industry, through raising per capita productivity; 
the sum saved would used increase the wages the 
remaining employees. lowering the insurance premium 
private employers and ensuring private enterprises 
long-term orders and steady deliveries materials, the 
crafts and small private industry would enabled ab- 
sorb part the labor force dropped from State indus- 
try, and also some the surplus employees dismissed from 
administrative work and currently absorbed State in- 
dustries filling the gaps caused absenteeism. 


The Economy Blamed 


article Kierunki (Warsaw), October 13, 1957, 
contended that the basic economic organization was the 
real villain behind much the lost working time recorded 
senteeism, the article said that impossible believe 
that every fifth worker among chronic absentee.” 
The excessive interdependence workers greatly com- 
pounds the losses caused “In the present 
production system the absence one man renders the 
work several others impossible. Statistics record 
soulless way the ‘lost working hours.’ that percent 
there are much fewer real absentees. Many among them 
are only victims faulty production procedures, others 
the laziness minority. [they become] ‘involuntary 

Citing examples, notably the contruction industry, 
inefficient work methods, duplication effort, waste 
materials, pilfering and theft, the article said: “It inter- 
esting that many people have been attracted private 
building projects not only higher wages but also 
better organization work and greater discipline. 
honest and highly skilled worker strongly dislikes chaos.” 


The writer pointed out that the difference between the 
constructive activity good worker and the harmful ac- 
tivity absentee are simply cancelled out when either 
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“So what’s 
“Nothing, just usual.” 


Co stychac? 
Hic, zastéj 


Poland particularly the sharp rise industrial absenteeism has beeen linked the unrest and dissatisfaction that has also led in- 


crease heavy drinking and crime. 


Cartoon and quoted caption from Szpilki (Warsaw), August 18, 1957 


leaves job, and record kept. proposed the re-in- 
troduction work books, thoroughly disliked feature 
Stalinist labor discipline, under which worker was obliged 
produce complete record his previous work before 
could get new job. Obviously recognizing the unpleas- 
ant connotation, the author said: “This would not dimin- 
ish anybody’s rights, would not obstruct democratization 
the country, but would introduce order managing the 
labor force.” cited the use such books Yugoslavia. 

August 21, 1957, Trybuna Ludu carried roundup 
reports from various districts and plants their ex- 
periences trying control absenteeism. the Lenin 
foundry (where absenteeism averages 20-30 percent), 
the Zgoda Works, the Bielsk Repair Assembly Works, 
large-scale dismissals absentees were under way. Other 
plants reported that economic measures were proving ef- 
fective. report from Glos Pracy quoted Trybuna Ludu 
said that, while absenteeism the Opole district rose 
July because agricultural work, not single day’s unjusti- 
fied absence occurred the Dylaki Knitting Works, which 
employs over 700 workers, mostly peasants. There were only 
two unjustified absences the entire first half the year. 
The absentees, both women, were reprimanded and per- 
centage their “thirteenth paycheck” deducted. 

Glos Pracy termed the so-called thirteenth paycheck—a 
cumulative bonus consisting extra month’s pay the 
end the the most important incentives 
work discipline.” Other enterprises were also using the 
thirteenth paycheck weapon the fight against ab- 
sentecism, according the Trybuna Ludu roundup. The 
workers’ council the Chorzow nitrogen plant ruled that 
everyone absent for more than three days without cause 
loses the entire thirteenth paycheck. 

the Warsaw Soap and Cosmetics factory, unjustified 
absenteeism had diminished considerably, according 
statement the plant director: 


We now 


— work regulations code 
passed the factory council, the workers’ council, and 


have 
previously widely discussed departmental meetings. 
These regulations deal firmly with all kinds absentee- 
ism the following measures: exclusion 
tion the fund kind welfare loss 
the possible thirteenth paycheck, deduction 
Disruption the normal course work the factory 
this could mean drunkenness the job, waste mate- 
rials, etc.) results, accordance with the regulations, 
immediate dismissal. Every quarter systematically 
list the workers who indulge absenteeism and dismiss 
them. 


Trybuna Ludu added that “it would wrong assume 
from the information and opinions cited above that the 
struggle against absenteeism has been seriously undertaken 
all our enterprises. [recently] wrote about the simply 
scandalous goings-on the Poznan Harvest Machinery 
plant: 
pay for eight hours work who spend the day sleeping 


employees coming work drunk, men getting full 


dark corners. work regulations have yet been intro- 
and neither the management nor the workers’ 
council show any initiative trying introduce such regu- 


duced 


lations.” 


the Eleventh Plenum the Party Central Committee, 
February 27-March 1958, Stefan Jedrychowski, Chair- 
man the Planning Commission the Council Min- 
isters, stressed the importance increasing labor produc- 
tivity and drastically reducing the number superfluous 
workers overstaffed enterprises. said that the number 
hours lost through absenteeism per worker industry 
was 244 1957, compared with 210 1955, and total 
payments for sick leave rose percent. Jedrychowski 
proposed limiting the funds available for sick pay the 
average the period April 1954-April 1957, with the re- 
quirement that payments above this limit taken out 
the enterprise’s fixed wage fund. 


The Lure Easy Money 


IMPOSSIBLE omit among the economic premises 
for the increase absenteeism certain crisis the 
principle regarding work the way welfare 
and prosperity. 

“During the past [Stalinist] years work was not very re- 
warding, but neither were there any other routes 
quick fortune. fact those who were prosperous felt con- 
strained conceal this fact from the rest the popula- 
tion. But today the working people can see the glamor 
the easy life others: they are witnessing the prosperousness 
and even luxury people who not work but are only en- 
gaged ‘speculating.’ many people this undermines 
respect and confidence their own work. The striking 
contrast between the possibilities open solid worker 
and those the contemporary Polish who 
enjoying enviable prosperity bound have influence 
the willingness work and work discipline.” Przeglad 
Zagadnien Socjalnych (Warsaw), October 1957. 


Bulgaria 


HIN THE SOVIET BLOC Bulgaria appears far 
the least troubled with the problem excessive absen- 
teeism; this has been the case only since the winter 1956- 
57, and mainly due the spread unemployment the 
country during this period. Prior 1957, the press regularly 
campaigned against the two main causes absenteeism 
Bulgaria: farm duties, and the celebration religious holi- 
days. Particularly during the month January, the regime 
press centered its attack absenteeism associated with 
Christmas, New and Epiphany observances. Trud 
Sofia), January 1957—in the most recent major article 
labor discipline—complained that many industrial en- 
terprises unwarranted absences are permitted, and that their 
number notably high the beginning the year. the 


Sofia Metalcutting Machine plant 111 workers were absent 
without permission during January and February 1956, 
causing loss 888 manhours. 

Absenteeism caused the observance Church holidays 
has been chronic bane the Communist regime 
Bulgaria. From 1951 on, the regime has tried extirpate 
the practice, condemning the observance “outdated 
and harmful traditions” initiated the “bourgeoisie” 
distract their workers from their “struggle against the yoke 
etc. 

Absenteeism and labor fluctuation Bulgaria are par- 
ticularly widespread the mining, timber 
tion industries, whose manpower recruited largely from 
the rural districts. 1953, appeared that the collective 
farms were competing openly and directly with the indus- 
tries for manpower: “Some new miners receive letters 
from their villages, usually from the president the kolk- 
hoz, asking them return their villages because they are 
needed the kolkhoz. These letters worry the workers and 
induce them leave their jobs (Trud, April 21, 
1953. 

Bulgaria rather belatedly imposed the Stalinist labor 
statutes labor penalty imprisonment) 
February 1953. The law was revoked without explanation 
decree the National Assembly Presidium Novem- 
ber the same the beginning the 
post-Stalin thaw. 

That absenteeism Bulgaria has least temporarily 
abated apparent from the fact that the press did not carry 
its usual intensive campaign against holiday absences 
January and February either 1957 1958, and men- 
tion absenteeism was made the Trade Union’s Fourth 
Congress April 1957. The explanation appears lie 
the present job scarcity—for example, there were large- 
scale layoffs the mines 1956, and has been 
cially reported that there are 15-20 applicants for every 
mining job. There private sector commerce 
industry which can draw off absorb workers. Industrial 
workers must therefore compete get and hold jobs, and 
are forced more scrupulous observance labor dis- 
cipline than the case the other Satellite countries. 
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PROPAGANDA Campaigns have 

always favored quantity over quality: 
false base they erect echoing construct ceaseless sten- 
repetition and vituperation. The method 
means unsuccessful; the accusations that American forces 
Korea had engaged germ warfare against North Korea 
and China, had littered the with diseased flies, 
etc., blanketed the world and were widely believed. 

note from the State Department Czechoslovakia, 
delivered May 13, the latest expose one such campaign 
hoax, that directed against balloons carrying leaflets into 
Eastern Europe. The note gives the lie direct Czech- 
oslovak allegations that FEP balloon was the cause the 
crash airliner Czechoslovakia January 1956. 


The Balloons 


The Free Europe Press, division the Free Europe 
Committee, began sending balloons bearing leaflets into the 
East European Satellites April 1954 (the operation was 
suspended the autumn 1956 because changing 
political conditions the area). These leaflets carried 
news and special texts designed overcome the regimes’ 
hammerlock censorship the printed word. 

The Communist regimes first sought counteract the 
effect the leaflets largely engaging direct debate 
with them their press and radio, and attempting 
keep them out the hands their people (soldiers, police 
and organized schoolchildren were used collect them; 
possession and distribution them was severely 
January 1956, however, the emphasis had swung sharply 
toward allegations that the balloons constituted danger, 
and the entire bloc put into high gear campaign arouse 
international public opinion against the purported physical 
hazards from the balloons. Among other things, was 
claimed that they carried explosive devices, jaundice germs 
and small white tablets which burst into flame. 

The allegation that these balloons constituted danger 
air traffic was apparently first made then Soviet For- 
eign Minister (now Soviet Ambassador Outer Mongolia 
Molotov the occasion West German Chancellor 
Adenauer’s visit Moscow September 1955. the 
1956 anti-balloon campaign swung into its stride (there 
were least 487 references the balloons and leaflets 
Czechoslovak media and least 1,303 all Communist 


Balloons and the Big Lie 


STATE DEPARTMENT NOTE REFUTES CZECHOSLOVAK ALLEGATIONS 


media during January-February 1956), this claim was in- 


creasingly brought forward. 


The Crash 


January 18, 1956, DC-3-type passenger aircraft 
the Czechoslovak Airlines crashed the High Tatra 
Mountains, killing its passengers and crew. Immedi- 
ately (indeed, even before the Czechoslovak 
and area-wide propaganda machines announced that the 
crash had been caused Free Europe 
bearing balloon, and note February the 
United States the Czechoslovak government demanded that 
the balloon operation halted and that the pay full 
compensation for the crash. further exchange notes 
the replied that the balloon operation was conducted 
private organization, and requested further informa- 
tion establish the cause the Tatra crash. The Czech- 
oslovak government refused permit accredited in- 
vestigators examine all pertinent facts, but did furnish 
some further data. The government then proceeded 
make full investigation possible. Its note May 
13, 1958, gave the results this investigation. the 
words the official State Department press release: 

“The United States note, delivered today, 
the result careful investigation the [Czechoslovak] 
allegations. points out that view the Czech- 
oslovak government’s permit investigation 
the United States Government, the legal presumption must 
prevail that the Czechoslovak Government’s claim not 
supported any evidence. Inasmuch, however, the 
note proceeds, the alleged crash claimed have in- 
volved large loss life, and other considerations, the 
United States has made its own investigation. 

“The United States has found that the account the 
incident the Czechoslovak Government’s note con- 
fection some fact with much fiction.’ Specifically 
points out that the alleged Free Europe Committee balloon, 
claimed have been carrying propaganda leaflets for dis- 
tribution Czechoslovakia and claimed have collided 
with the airplane causing crash, does not correspond 
description with the types balloons used the Free 
Europe Committee. also points out that the pamphlets 
allegedly found near the scene the crash the Czech- 
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Current 
evelopments 


Area 


Campaign Against Yugoslavia 


Three events, the Soviet accusations against Yugoslavia 
made connection with the execution Imre Nagy and 
other Hungarian Revolt leaders (see 36), the 
withdrawal economic credits from Yugoslavia and Soviet 
boss Khrushchev’s blast the Tito regime during the Bul- 
garian Party Congress, featured the recent heightening 
the Communist-bloc offensive against Yugoslavia. The 
campaign against Tito began with the April Kommunist 
(Moscow) criticism the draft program the Seventh 
Congress the Yugoslav League Communists (April 
22-26), was considerably envenomed the May 
Jihpao (Peiping) denunciation both the program and 
the Yugoslav leaders, and has been joined with greater 
lesser enthusiasm the entire Communist world.* The 
only marked public reluctance has been shown Poland, 
which has defended Yugoslavia’s right 
its and its “correctness” the time its 1948 
expulsion from the Cominform, while, nevertheless, echo- 
ing all other important points the Communist-bloc criti- 
cism the program. The major items this areawide 
criticism—as gleaned from official speeches and press re- 

Yugoslav refusal acknowledge the “leading role” 
the Soviet Party and the USSR, copy Soviet 
and admit Soviet “liberation” the entire 
area after World War II. 


Yugoslavia’s equation East and West power blocs, 
its “underestimation” “imperialism” and acceptance 
aid, its lack appreciation Soviet aid. 

Yugoslav encouragement various “heresies,” such 
revisionism, elimination the “leading role the 
Party” and the theory that strong governmental apparatus 
Communist State tends become power itself 
and should curbed. 

Yugoslavia’s thesis that “State may evolve 
into “Socialism” and refusal acknowledge the necessity 
revolution for the overthrow capitalism. 

pendence, assertion its right propagandize its own 
theories outside its own borders and its denial that revo- 
lution has taken place any countries except the USSR, 
China and Yugoslavia. 


*For detailed account the early phase the current anti- 
Yugoslav controversy see East Europe, June 1958, pp. 20-28; com- 
plete texts the Kommunist and Jenmin Jihpao attacks will 
found the Texts and Documents section that issue. For text 
the Yugoslav reply the Chinese attack see Texts and Docu- 
ments section this 


equivocal position during the Hungarian 
Revolt. 


Yugoslav refusal sign the 12-nation declaration 
“Commonwealth Socialist States” (see East Europe, 
January 1958, pages 


After the Congress 


May Borba (Belgrade), the official Yugoslav 
Popular Front daily, announced that the draft program 
the Seventh Congress had last been officially adopted. 
changes had been made any the passages attacked 
the Soviet bloc since the publication the draft pro- 
gram. ‘The situation, far the Yugoslavs were con- 
cerned, was then follows: the USSR had attacked the 
basis their Party program, had threatened, but not yet 
implemented, economic sanctions, had refrained from per- 
sonal attacks Yugoslav leaders, had classed error 
the 1948 Cominform strictures against the Tito regime; 
Communist China had upheld the 1948 Cominform de- 
cision and had made personal denunciations the Yugo- 
slav hierarchy; among the Satellite countries, Albania and 
Bulgaria had been fierce the attack, Czechoslovakia, 
unrelenting, but not fierce, Romania and Hungary, 
argumentative, rather than angry tone; Poland was mild 
but nevertheless disapproving. 

the eve the day that the adoption the draft pro- 
gram was announced Belgrade, Czechoslovak Deputy 
Premier Kopecky told Slovak Party Congress that 
visionism serves only the interests imperialism, and this 
applies the new program the Yugoslav League 
Communists which permeated revisionist views” 
(Radio Bratislava, May 17). the previous day the same 
gathering was told Slovak Party chief Karol Bacilek that 
the Tito regime had “placed itself outside the ranks 
the international Communist movement” (Pravda [Bra- 
May 17). Bacilek also said the Yugoslavs “dis- 
torted the character contemporary capitalism and denied 
the Leninist teaching the State and the role the 
Party.” 

The first extensive Romanian foray into the Yugoslav 
controversy came two articles the official Party organ 
Scinteia (Bucharest), May and 20. Previously the re- 
gime had been content reprint the Soviet and Chinese 
editorials the draft program, and the virulent Albanian 
and Bulgarian contributions had not been carried Ro- 
mania that time. The Scinteia strictures were rela- 
tively mild phaseology, but covered all the main Soviet 
objections. They spoke “tendentious interpretation 
the events the last war and complete distortion the 
history the postwar They condemned 
slav “formulations which essence replace the necessity 
the working class winning power and establishing the 
dictatorship the proletariat.” The Tito regime was 
charged with sharing some the ideas “rightwing so- 
cial democrats, such Strachey, Laurat, Benedikt Kaut- 
sky renegades from Communism, such Hervé, 
Giolitti, and others.” Significantly, perhaps, neither Trotsky 
nor Imre Nagy was mentioned the Romanian paper 
among Tito’s inspirations; the more aggressive Chinese 
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and the Albanians did mention them connection with sympathy and due respect. They even assert that 


the Yugoslavs. Other notable excerpts from the Scinteia Marxist thought lagging behind the present develop- 
articles follow: ment society.” 
“Socialism cannot the fruit spontaneous develop- Poles Still Mild 


ment, but only conscious and organized activity the 


working people. The Yugoslav program affirms that Poles remained unwilling join wholeheartedly 


the State apparatus the period transition from cap- the offensive against Yugoslavia. The May issue 
italism Socialism would tend become independent Swiat Polska (Warsaw) stated that while the Polish 
and impose itself force above society; hence again Party “joined issue detail with the attitude the Yugo- 
the unscientific theory the State above the classes. slav League Communists our polemics are objective, 

“The Yugoslav leaders should less subjective and widely supported argument, friendly toward the Yugoslav 
have greater sense proportion. Their program does comrades, but the same time firmly based principle.” 
not speak the Communist Parties with internationalist The journal added that “although Yugoslavia remains 


Before—''The 


the left Tito titled “The Executioner”, Urzica 
June Above, photo Tito and Khrushchev, 
lzvestia (Moscow), May 28, 1955. 


“We have seen that Yugoslavia did not abandon her sovereignty, 
but maintained her independence from the 
chev at Sofia, from Radio Sofia, June 3, 1955. 


And After 


July 1955 this magazine published the above illustrations and text, showing the switch the Soviet line from attacking Tito 
agent the American “imperialists” conciliation. Now the same Khrushchev, speaking once more over Radio Sofia, has 
once more, and once more accuses the dissident Yugoslavs being creatures “imperialism.” Addressing the Bulgarian Party Con- 
gress, Khrushchev said reference the Yugoslavs: “Some so-called theoreticians are striving every way belittle the practical 
activities the Communist and Workers’ Parties their construction Socialism disparagingly accusing them pragmatism. But 
the same time, they themselves only exist because alms they receive from imperialist countries the form leftover goods. 
would not want offend But the other hand cannot refrain from asking the question which deeply concerns all Com- 
munists everywhere: Why the imperialist bosses, while striving obliterate the Socialist States from the face the earth and 
squash the Communist movement, the same time finance one the Socialist countries, granting that country credits and free gifts. 
Everyone knows that the imperialists never give money anyone without purpose, just for the sake ‘beautiful They invest 
their capital enterprises from which they hope make good profit.” (Radio Sofia, June 1958.) 
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outside the Socialist camp, still Socialist country.” 
the previous Yugoslav-Soviet controversy, Swiat 
Polska was most firm. 


“It should emphatically stressed that the conflict 
which led 1948 the isolation Yugoslavia—a con- 
flict which was not that country’s fault—brought consider- 
able damage the cause Socialism and was advanta- 
geous only to its enemies. There is no return to the errors 
and methods that period.” 


The Polish journal called for “fundamental ideological 
discussions” order “overcome between 
Yugoslavia and the rest the Soviet bloc. 


Hungarian View 


Like the Romanians, the Hungarian Party did not leap 
precipitately into the attack. Indeed, the Nepszabadsag 

Budapest) May editorial was the first major Hungarian 
contribution the controversy more than two weeks, 
although there had been reports reprints all the other 
articles. The Hungarian Party organ was 
measured tone the crisis with Tito and was careful 
make clear that “nobody forcing Yugoslavia take 
decision against her will, for this question cannot set- 
tled compulsion.” The journal also said that there 
must “backsliding the line the Cominform 
1949 decision,” and that “we intend conduct our debate 
with the League Yugoslav Communists comrades.” 
The Cominform point, however, was somewhat beclouded 
the following statement: “The Yugoslav Congress dem- 
onstrated that the most important ideological difference 
views, which the 1948 decision the Cominform estab- 
lished, essentially with justification, has remained and 
indeed increased during the abnormal period which lasted 
until 1954.” 

Nepszabadsag attempted hit home the Yugoslavs 
with comparisons the writings imprisoned former 
Vice President Milovan and statements 
made Yugoslav Vice President Edward Kardelj the 
Congress. The journal also compared words 
with those Imre Nagy’s “revisionist faction” 
minded Tito his stand against the multi-party system 
Yugoslavia. The proceedings the Yugoslav Congress were 
termed “passionate and harmful.” 


Telegrams Macedonian Question 


May and Khrushchev sent telegrams Tito, 
the first expressing his sorrow the death veteran 
Communist and Politburo member, Djuro Salaj, 
the second congratulating the Yugoslav leader his birth- 
day. Whether these telegrams, which blandly ignored the 
anti-Tito storm Khrushchev had blown up, mystified Tito 
much they did the Western world not known. 
any rate, there was respite the anti-Yugoslav 
campaign. the day the birthday message 
Pravo (Prague the official Czechoslovak Party news- 
paper, editorialized follows: 


cause its evaluation the international situation has 


President Nasser the United Arab Republic meeting with Soviet 
boss Khrushchev Moscow. 


Photo from Svet Obrazech (Prague), May 17, 1958 


brought such obvious pleasure the most reactionary 
imperialist circles. time when the joint action all 
Socialist forces important Yugoslavia’s efforts 
seek isolation and so-called ‘independence’ from blocs 
leads only one thing, the weakening the common 
anti-war front and the consequent strengthening the 
enemies peace and Socialism. Only blind man could 
fail see this.” 


Borba’s response the following day (May 25) was 
bitter summation the attacks Yugoslavia and 
the fact that none the Communist countries, except 
Poland, had allowed the Yugoslav side the controversy 
any space their newspapers. May the Tito re- 
gime resumed its long-standing dispute with Bulgaria over 
the Macedonian question. The Communist re- 
gional newspaper Skoplje, Nova Makedonija, called 
the Bulgarian regime devote less attention the 
internal affairs Yugoslavia and more its own 
donian denied May Rabotnichesko Delo 

Sofia) allegation Yugoslav “ambitions” for 
territory” (Pirin Macedonia) and chided the Sofia regime 
for refusing recognize Bulgarians Macedonian origin 
separate people. 


The Chinese Attack 


Reports from the Eighth National Congress the 
Chinese Communist Party—which took place early May 
but, for unexplained reasons, was not publicized the 
Chinese regime until May 26—brought new abuse for 
the Yugoslavs. Party Secretary Liu Shao-Chi called the 
Tito program “out-and-out revisionism” and referred 
the Yugoslav regime the same context “imperialist 
tools among the working class” (Hsinhua May 
26). The official news agency next day quoted Deputy 
Premier Teng Hsiao-Ping saying that the Yugoslav 
leaders had “played the inglorious role provocateur 
and interventionist the counterrevolutionary uprising 
Hungary.” The Yugoslavs were also accused at- 
tempting “sap the revolutionary energy the working 
classes capitalist countries” and directing “the spear- 
head their attack against the Socialist camp headed 
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the Soviet Union.” 
This diatribe Borba characterized May “un- 
principled” and “severe attack the interests the 
international working-class movement.” The Yugoslav 
journal added that “it longer theoretical supposi- 
tion” that the Chinese were using “Stalinist pressure 
methods” their attacks the Tito government. 


USSR Withdraws Credits 


Thus far the battle had been carried words; thus 
far neither accusations ideological error, implications 
treason toward nor personal acrimony had 
made any perceptible dent 
May 28, Moscow tried action; the Soviet government 
“postponed” its two-year-old promise grant Yugoslavia 
$285,000,000 credits, the bulk which was used 
for construction power station, two fertilizer plants 
and hydroelectric and aluminum project. According 
Tanyug, the official Yugoslav news agency, May 28, 
the USSR had “unilaterally proposed” five-year “post- 


Chinese Anti-Titoism 


FIRST ISSUE new Chinese Party theoretical 

journal, Red Flag (Peiping), June devoted long 
article the most strident attacks Tito willing 
“tool Excerpts follow: 


“The imperialists have found that not enough 
buy traitors the working class their own coun- 
tries. . 


They are now doing their best find bourgeois 
nationalist elements the Socialist camp buy tools 


undermine proletarian dictatorship, the international 
Communist movement, the unity the 
ment and the unity the Socialist countries. The im- 
perialists have thus chosen the ruling clique Yugoslavia 
and have spent great deal money buy them 

“The stark fact that the ruling clique Yugoslavia, 
headed Tito, not only live off their own people, but 
off large amount aid. the same time, the 
so-called ‘American way about which imperial- 
ists boast loudly, has been imported into Yugoslav so- 


ciety through aid for the purpose corrupting the 


Yugoslav people. Large quantities American aid 


and the ‘American way life’ have wrought change 


the consciousness the Yugoslav leading group, caus- 


ing revisionist ideology grow among them and 
determining their internal and external policies which 
are directed against the Soviet Union, against 
nism, against the Socialist camp and against Socialism 


“As long the Tito group refuses acknowledge the 
great world events which have come about under the 
leadership the Communist Parties since the October 
Revolution, long they continue utter such re- 
actionary twaddle ‘humanity, ‘free will, ‘truth about 
man social and ‘man’s spiritual constitution,’ 
the pretext opposing so-called and 
‘pragmatic revision, how can they possibly have common 
language with 


Tito and the Arabs 


THE MORE NOTABLE orations heard the Bul- 

garian Party Congress was one Khalid Bagdash, 
former Communist Party chief Syria. left that coun- 
try February 1958, just before its amalgamation with 
Egypt into the United Arab Republic and the subsequent 
outlawing the Syrian Communist Party. 
the Bulgarian Communists: 


told 


“It time for world public opinion 


nizance the activities Yugoslav revisionists 


Arab East. The envoys the Belgrade revisionist clique 
have sought not merely isolate and disunite the Arab 
Communist movement, dissuade the National Libera- 


tion movement from fighting its natural enemy, imperial- 
ism, but also destroy the friendship between the Arab 
peoples and the Soviet 


This their so-called 
But their undermining activities are 
Radio Sofia, June 


Union. 


doomed failure.” 


the credits. Although the move had been 
expected since the May Pravda article had threatened 
economic sanctions the Yugoslavs continued their inde- 
pendent course, was heavy financial blow, especially 
since the Tito regime had already expended considerable 
money and material roads and preliminary construction 
work for the projects which the Soviets had promised 
finance. 

June Borba called the “postponement” credits 
The paper rec alled the frequent 
Cominform resolution” 


“numerous inadmissible acts toward 
the Soviet Union. 
repudiations the 


one ol 


all the Satellite countries, stressing particularly Khrush- 
chev’s speech the 1956 Soviet Party Congress 
subsequent meetings with Tito. Maintaining that “Social- 
ist Yugoslavia has always respected what has signed,” 
Borba detailed the major credit agreements January 
12 and August 1. 1956 which the USSR had “postponed.” 
The Communist organ summed its case 
follows: 


“The campaign against ‘revisionism’ the 
League Communists, the failure the delegations 
Communist Parties from Socialist countries attend the 
Seventh Congress the Yugoslav League Communists, 
the systematic dissemination untruths 
tion about our country and our leading political force, 
cancellation the friendly visit the President the 
Presidium the Supreme Soviet the Soviet Union, 
Voroshilov, Yugoslavia, the increasingly 
ical campaign against our Socialist country, the revival 
international relations methods which are 
tion elementary norms international intercourse, the 
unilateral suspension credit obligations toward Yugo- 
slavia, and numerous other inadmissable acts; all this to- 
gether sign ill omen regarding the course which 
Soviet foreign policy has again begun follow. All this 
terrible contrast with pronounced principles and 
solemnly signed documents.” 
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the same day the Borba article the Polish weekly 
Swiat Polska editorialized, not the Soviet withdrawal 
credits, but the “drastic Communist 
China’s attitude toward Yugoslavia. The journal elabor- 


ated follows: 


“One has the impression that reasons internal policy 


construction tremendous magnitude and intensity 


this great Party, which realizing Socialist 
stubborn struggle against right-wing elements, have in- 
fluenced the sharpness the formulation and the drastic 
this attitude 


extren toward 


Previously Western reports had stated that the Poles 
had been bitterly attacked the preceding week the War- 
saw Pact conferences Moscow the Chinese who were 
said object strenuously Polish “softness” toward Yugo- 
slavia. was also reported the West that Bulgaria 
and Albania joined the attacks the Poles, while the 
latter were defended the Hungarian and Romanian 
delegations and Khrushchev himself. 


Khrushchev Speech 


Soviet Party Chief Khrushchev chose the Congress 
the Bulgarian Communist Party Sofia (June 2-7 
the forum for his definitive speech the Yugoslav sit- 
uation. 


as 


Not only did voice all the criticisms against 
the Tito regime which had been made the Soviet press 
until that time, but exceeded both the April Kom- 
munist (Moscow) and May Pravda articles—and any 
his own public utterances since became First Party 
Secretary—in the following appraisal the 1948 Comin- 
form decision expel 

“This resolution was fundamentally correct 
responded the interests the revolutionary movement. 
Later on, from 1949 1953, conflict arose between the 
Yugoslay Communist Party and other fraternal Parties 
when the course the struggle mistakes and stratifi- 

which damaged 
mitted.” (Pravda, June 


cation, our common cause, 


The Soviet leader characterized revisionism the “Tro- 
jan horse” the Socialist system and the Yugoslavs the 
“defenders the Nagy group during the Hun- 
garian Revolt. said that the Yugoslav Embassy Buda- 
pest was center for those who started war against the 
people’s democratic regime Hungary.” also de- 
nounced Tito’s November 11, 1956, speech Pula one 
which contained direct appeals certain forces other 
Socialist countries follow so-called Yugoslav course.” 

appeared place his stamp approval 
all the Satellite and Communist denunciations the 
Yugoslav draft program —from the mild Polish strictures 
the Chinese diatribes—by citing the “unanimity” 
the criticism. But his comment Yugoslav acceptance 
American aid may well have caused uneasiness 
Poland, which also receives credits: cannot refrain 
from asking the question which deeply concerns all Com- 
munists everywhere. Why the imperialist bosses, while 
striving obliterate the Socialist States from the face 
the earth and squash the Communist movement, the 


same time finance one the Socialist countries, granting 
that country credits and free gifts?” 

contrast the Yugoslav Congress, which only 
“observers” were attendance from the Communist coun- 
tries, there were full delegations from each Soviet-bloc 
State the Sofia meeting. These were headed Polit- 
buro members and the case the USSR and Albania 
First Party Secretaries. Enver Hoxha, the Albanian 
Party chief, castigated “Yugoslav with the 
expected intemperance (Radio Sofia, June 3), but the 
Polish delegation head, Politburo member Zenon Kliszko, 
spoke guardedly the subject: “The Polish Party has 
taken critical attitude toward the program the League 
Communists.” (Radio Sofia, June 4.) How- 
Kliszko stressed the fact that “People’s Poland 
and shall remain dependable and strong member the 
great family the countries the Socialist camp.” 


ever, 


Struggle Continues 


With the First Secretary the Soviet Party last firmly 
record, with all Satellite Parties clearly aligned against 
the Yugoslav program and with the major economic blow 
already struck, there appeared little more that the Soviet 
bloc could isolate the Tito regime, save for formal 
declaration banishment the style 1948. Yugoslav 
collapse the present juncture seemed unlikely, for the 
country seemed least good position weather the 
crisis was during the similar controversy ten years 
ago. Although Yugoslav concessions Soviet foreign pol- 
icy maneuvers have been made recently—the recognition 
East Germany and subsequent rupture West German 
relations was the most important these real 


no es- 


trangement from the West has resulted. Also, the present 
time three-quarters the nation’s trade with countries 
outside the Communist bloc, while 1948 the Yugoslav 
economy was almost wholly 


geared that the 


Polish Party chief Gomulka during his recent trip Hungary, 
when for the first time fell step with the rest the bloc 
and expressed explicit unqualified approval the Soviet interven- 
tion the Hungarian Revolt. shown talking Hungarian 
miner; the background Istvan Dobi, Hungarian President. 


Orszag Vilag (Budapest), May 14, 1958 
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ist States.” 

Within the Soviet bloc, too, Yugoslavia now has ally 
sorts Poland which has striven for internal, though, unlike 
the Belgrade regime, not external, independence, but which 
because its own interests will probably defend the Tito 
government wherever possible the councils the Com- 
munist rulers. (Although the Tito visit Poland slated 
for the last week May was cancelled, less prominent 
delegations continued journey between the two coun- 
tries while the controversy raged.) Internally, the Belgrade 
government will doubtless benefit from the support even 
its non-Communist population the face the threat 
national sovereignty. 

Indeed, while the areawide attacks have not abated 
since the Khrushchev speech, the Yugoslavs not only 
showed signs capitulation, but took the offensive. 
Thus, June there was double-barreled salvo both 
Polityka and Borba disparaging the presence 
tism” and “right-wing deviationism” the “Socialist” coun- 
tries and especially Communist China. The following 
week Tito made speech which accused the Peiping 
regime “immense curses and slanders” against Yugo- 
slavia order divert attention from their own “dif- 
ficulties” home and using the threat war achieve 
dominance the Far East (Radio Belgrade, June 


Warsaw Pact Meeting 


meeting the political committee the Warsaw Pact 
States began Moscow, May 24. with the 
con gathering which preceded (see below), details 
the closed-door discussions were not made public. (They 
undoubtedly involved Yugoslavia and the Polish refusal 
join the anti-Tito tirade.) Certain important decisions 
taken the meeting were embodied the final declaration 
and May speech Soviet boss Khrushchev. Chief 
among new developments was the announcement the 
declaration (Pravda May 27) that the Warsaw 
Pact countries would cut their armed forces 1958 
419,000 men. The USSR’s 
nounced—will 300,000 men. Romania will scale down 
her forces 55,000, Bulgaria 23,000, Poland and 
Czechoslovakia 20,000 each, and Albania 1,000. 
The Soviet Union agreed withdraw all her troops from 
Romania and one more division from Hungary. 

other points the declaration faithfully echoed 
Khrushchev’s speech (Pravda, May 25), embodying all 
important points recent Soviet foreign policy and pro- 
posal for immediate discussions between East and West 
leading 25-year non-aggression pact. These discussions, 
according Khrushchev, should take place before sum- 
mit meeting. The Soviet boss also warned the West that 
discussions the political structure the Satellite States 
the unification Germany would cause the summit con- 
nuclear bases Poland, East Germany Czecho- 
slovakia, West Germany gets similar bases. The Rapacki 
Plan for “denuclearized” zone Europe, the reces- 
sion, the Soviet sputniks, nuclear tests, the Arab “struggle 
against colonialism” and the rearming West Germany 


COME- 


reduction 


the standard amount attention the 


Khrushchev speech and the declaration. 


the example the quick movement armed forces 
from within the USSR into Hungary during the 1956 
Revolt indicates, the troop cuts and the Soviet withdrawal 
from neighboring Romania not greatly alter the situation 
the area, probable that economic savings, well 
advances military technology, played large part the 
manpower reductions. 


COMECON Countries Meet 


Representatives the Communist Parties the Soviet 


bloc held top-level meeting Moscow from May 
discuss economic cooperation. meeting was at- 
tended the political leaders those countries belonging 
the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 

the USSR, Poland, East Germany, 
Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria and Albania—and repre- 
sentatives the Communist Parties China, North Korea, 
Viet Nam and the Mongolian People’s Republic. The 
communique released after the close the conference 
May stressed, the language cliches which typical 
COMECON the points 
discussion: economic cooperation and specialization, parti- 
cularly the machinery industry; faster development 
fuel, power and material supplies; and further collabora- 


COMECON ) 
Czechoslovakia, 


pronouncements, following 


tion drawing 


long-range economic plans for basic 
industries. 

Western observers Moscow, and press reports from 
Warsaw, suggested that the communique did not describe 
all the important matters discussed. The conference 
was Clearly political nature and was not intended 
settle the technical questions involved economic coopera- 
tion. One project the agenda, that developing long- 
range economic plans for basic industries, has evidently not 
reached its final stage. The communique noted that the 
representatives had called for “the greatest possible con- 
sideration the interests all Socialist countries” pre- 
paring the plans, and for “raising the level industrializa- 
tion countries with less-developed 
these being points which national differences might 
expected arise. was reported unofficially that the Po- 
lish representatives succeeded blocking proposal limit 
Poland’s machinery exports favor the machinery in- 
dustries Czechoslovakia and East Germany. Poland had 
been planning expand its machinery exports coming 
years. This report was given substance the visit 
Polish trade delegation Prague May 13-17, shortly 
before the Moscow meeting, which resulted vaguely 
that Polish-Czechoslovakia trade 
will increase 1958, including Polish exports machinery 
Czechoslovakia. 


worded announcement 


The political nature the proceedings was also em- 
phasized the statement that “recommendations” were 
approved dealing with the further development coopera- 
tion and long-range planning, and that the representatives 
refer these recommendations COMECON for 
elaboration the required political measures.” 
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The communique suggested that Communist interna- 
tional planning may extended the future China, 
North Korea, Viet Nam and Mongolia with the statement 
that the representatives the Parties those countries 
“expressed their readiness take active part the eco- 
nomic cooperation the Socialist countries.” 


Recent Trade Agreements 


Some progress toward the goal long-range integration 
the Soviet-bloc economies may seen the trade 
agreements that have been made recent months the 
various countries. addition the customary bilateral 
agreements extending for one year, there has been spate 
three-year agreements covering the years 1958-1960, 
and five-year agreements between the USSR and the Satel- 
lites covering the years 1961-1965. The current economic 
plans the Satellites (with the exception Bulgaria 
terminate 1960, and the three-year trade agreements 
are tailored for that period. The other agreements are de- 
signed mesh with the Soviet seven-year plan, now being 
drawn up, which will extend from 1959 through 1965, 
and with Satellite plans for the years 1961-1965. For ex- 
ample, Polish-Soviet agreement signed April was said 
have the basic figures for the deliveries the most 
important commodities” during the 1961-1965 (Radio 
Moscow, April 10). The agreement was based current 
long-term economic plans and its provisions, though ad- 
mittedly “tentative,” were said Radio Warsaw April 
provide assurance regular supplies industrial 
raw materials, and this special importance view 
our rather poor resources.” 

This kind long-term trade agreement was introduced 
the early conjunction with the first attempts 
coordinating the Soviet-bloc economies. That coordination 
was almost completely shattered the October 1956 up- 
heavals Poland and Hungary and the resulting changes 
economic planning most the partners. The current 
effort rebuild the structure will depend for its success 
the same unpredictable factors that have plagued Com- 
munist economic planning the past. 


Intellectual Ferment, Regime Complaints 


That the areawide estrangement 
from the Party and from “Marxist-Leninist” ideology has 
roots going deep back into the postwar era was demon- 
strated recent articles the press the Hungarian, 
Czechoslovak and Polish regimes. The Budapest literary 
magazine Elet Irodalom, May 23, expressed itself 
the subject follows: “As the years have passed, Hun- 
garian Socialist literature—which began with such up- 
sweep the post-1945 period—has not only come 
standstill the blind alleys unfruitful discussion, but 
slowly falling pieces—and silence reigns.” The jour- 
nal blamed the situation the “failure clarify” the 
meaning “Socialist realism,” which defined “the 
continuation that which the best our writers have 
created from the life the people.” 

Backsliding which took place long ago 1948 was 


attributed the renowned Marxist philosopher, Gyorgy 
Lukacs, Politburo member Gyula Kallai, according 
Nepszabadsag (Budapest), May since 
his support Imre Nagy during the Revolt—was assailed 
for “wrongly assessing fundamental principles class 
warfare,” especially his 1948 statement: “The sectarian 
spirit prevailing the Party often clashes with the spirit 
poetry, and thus Party poet never leader 
soldier the ranks, but always primarily 
Lukac’s “main according Kallai, was his wish 
exempt the Party writer from Party discipline. 

Kallai also hit out such imprisoned silenced au- 
thors “Miklos Gimes, Tibor Meray and Gyula Hay, and 
others,” whom said, “we considered staunch rep- 
resentatives and advocates the Party but who turned 
against the Party after and openly joined the ranks 
the enemy during the 
mitted that only small minority the intellectuals re- 
mained faithful the Party and government” during the 
1956 

Kortars, the literary magazine, which was founded after 
the Revolt, supposedly forum for pro-Kadar writers, 
also came under fire from Kallai: 

“Kortars has been unable create ideological order 
its pages. order attract many writers possible, 

has often published anti-Marxist works. must 

away with the idea that spiritual liberalism 

duce rapprochement with those literary figures who are 
present absent from our ranks.” 


May the Slovak Party daily, Pravda (Bratislava) 


Life the Country 


REPORTS received “higher Party and 
State organs” that “the local Party organization 
small village the Soviet-Hungarian border 
had been infiltrated alleged kulaks, former Fascists 
and were published 
Hungarian Party daily Nepszabadsag (Budapest), 
April 20. The persons mentioned, according the 
reports, hand-in-glove with the local Party 
Secretary, former district leader the Arrow Cross 
Fascist persecuting the peasants the 
village. They were corrupt, and regularly threw 
all-night parties money they had embezzled.” 

then stated that investigation had 
been made and that the reports had proved 
The Party Secretary, according the journal, “was 
above reproach” and “everybody, including non-Party 
people, loved and respected The alleged “ku- 
laks” kulaks all, but “small farmers, most 
whom had acquired their land after the 
World War The writer the reports 
was shady indulging be- 
cause “the Party Secretary had reproached him for 
his depraved way life and prevented him from 
carrying out dishonest business deals the village.” 
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Front page the May Day issue the Hungarian humorous 
weekly Ludas Matyi (Budapest). The cartoon strikingly non- 
political, and its stress “human interest” rather than politics 
typical the Hungarian press since the 


gave its version the deterioration thinking” 
among the intelligentisia. effect, the newspaper asked 
where all the young Communists have gone: 

“Comrades, university professors, five years ago sent 
you young Socialists, and now, five years later, you have 
returned young liberals. How have you done it? What 
influenced these young people, these future teachers? What 
have you done these talented sons and daughters 
working parents?” 


The questions were, apparently, rhetorical, for the 
journal made attempt answer them, but instead 
turned its attention writers general, whom criticized 
standard terms for “revisionism” and 

Poland the Warsaw weekly, Polityka, May 10, ad- 
mitted that “the present approval Socialism obviously 
unequal the approval five years ago.” The journal 
went say that “the last two years were undoubtedly 
period summing negative and positive features 
Socialism.” The conclusions this summing up, according 
Polityka, resulted decision “the majority the 
intelligentsia that Socialism should not discarded, but 
that not free various controversies and that practice 
not always agreement with theory.” 


the and Slovak 
Often the case Polish dis- 
cussions—by admitting the “necessity acquaint youth, 
and not only youth, with the results the research and 
thinking bourgeois philosophers, historians and lawyers.” 
But also spoke “unjustified the dissolved 
Stalinist youth organization, ZMP. stated that some 
cases “the struggle against Stalinism became tantamount 


The article varied from Hungarian 


formulations tone 


the struggle against Communism general.” This state 
affairs was “ended fairly short time” the Party, 
Polityka said. 


Other Strictures 


The Bulgarian Party daily, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia 
May 11, devoted itself the “chief contemporary 
writers, which, according the journal, “create 
works based our epic present.” Interestingly, the news- 
paper, which speaks for one the most orthodox Satel- 
lite regimes, chose the words the Polish Party chief 
Wladyslaw Gomulka, who rapidly moving from relative 
liberalism toward orthodoxy, cite example 
thinking literary policies. Rabotnichesko Delo 
said: “All these [recent] criticisms, reservations, doubts and 
rejections Socialist realism have their nature re- 
visionist content. Every writer today will agree with 
the words Comrade Gomulka that all revisionist theories 
resemble 


one another because they originate from one 
source—from the bourgeois ideology.” 
The Romanian literary journal, Gazeta Literara 


rest, May 15, criticized the “young generation” writers 
for its tendency “to isolate itself from the passionate prob- 
lems the Other manifestations displeasing 
the regime are, according the magazine, “individualism” 
and Two poets, Doina Salajan and 
Petre Stoica, were mentioned exemplars these trends. 


Praise 


Nikita Khrushchev seriously intends 


avoid the excesses Stalin’s “cult personality” then 
had better warn the press the puppet Hungarian 
Party. One Imre Dobozy, Nepszabadsag, the leading 
Hungarian Party daily, published the following words 
about Khrushchev, strongly reminiscent hymns “the 
universal genius” Stalin: 

not want praise him. This unnecessary and 
does not fit his personality. want learn from him, 
from the infinite simplicity his whole being and from 
the infinite largeness his thoughts and truth. For 
did not spare himself the pains treading the mud 
with his boots order talk peasants and peasant 
women, discuss with them world peace and corn, the 
peaceful coexistence nations and agricultural collectives. 
must learn from Khrushchev. And those who have 
feeling decency and responsibility toward the present 
pszabad- 


and future generations will learn from him.” 
sag April 12, 1958. 
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Gazeta Literara offered the following counsel young 
writers choosing themes for their work: 


“Could not historic event which shakes the conscience 
the people—such as, for instance, the decision the 
Supreme Soviet unilateral cessation atomic ex- 
periments—awake the most poetic Nor- 
mally warm Spring rain should lead the contemporary 
Romanian poet think the radioactive rains from 
the regions where the imperialists continue carry out 
atomic tests. Those rains can associated the imag- 
ination with the rain fire and sulfur, falling Sodom 
and Gomorrah.” 


Hungary 
Nagy, Maleter, Others Executed 


June Pravda (Moscow) and pszabadsag Buda- 
pest) announced the executions Imre Nagy and General 
Pal Maleter, respectively Premier and Defense Minister 
the time the final Soviet intervention the Hungarian 
Revolt October-November 1956. The same announce- 
ment also reported the executions two young Communist 
Party followers Nagy, journalists Jozsef Szilagyi and 
Miklos Gimes, and the sentencing life imprisonment 
Sandor Kopacsi, Communist chief police Budapest 
during the Revolt. 

Other jail terms announced were: Ferenc Donath, 
member the Party Secretariat, years; Ferenc Janosi, 
son-in-law and former Communist head the Patri- 
otic People’s Front, eight Zoltan Tildy, Premier 


Imre Nagy 
1896, Imre Nagy had high school edu- 


cation, was trained locksmith’s apprentice 
and served the Austro-Hungarian Army during 
World War Captured the Czarist Army, was 
prisoner war Russia, where participated 
the Revolution. then returned Hungary and 
worked the Communist underground, until forced 
flee the Soviet Union 1929. remained 
there, working agricultural specialist, until 1944, 
when went back Hungary with the Red Army. 
that time became member the Politburo 
the Hungarian Party and subsequently held many 
important State posts, including those Minister 
Agriculture, Minister Internal Affairs and Deputy 
Premier. implemented the land reform 1945. 
From 1953-55 was Premier the Course” 
government, when considerable liberalization and de- 
Stalinization took place. His administration placed 
unprecedented stress consumer goods 
mitted some decollectivization agriculture; also 
dissolved the notorious concentration camps. 1955 
fell from power and was political eclipse until 
shortly before the Revolt. was made Premier 
Hungary October 24, 1956. 


Pal Maleter 


1917, Major General Pal Maleter gradu- 

ated from the Ludovika Military Academy. 
Taken prisoner the Soviet Army during World 
War II, later fought anti-Nazi partisan. After 
the war continued member the Hungarian 
Army and joined the Communist Party. During the 
Revolt, was assigned liquidate the revolution- 
aries the Kilian Barracks, but instead became their 
leader and commanded them their heroic defense 
against the Soviet forces. was made Minister 
Defense November and the same day, while 
negotiating with USSR military authorities for with- 
drawal Red Army troops from Hungary, was be- 
trayed the Soviets and taken prisoner. 


Hungary 1945-1946, President Hungary 1946-1948 and 
former head the Smallholders’ Party, six years; Miklos 
Vasarhelyi, Communist journalist, five years. was further 
stated that charges against Geza Losonczi, Minister State 
during the Revolt, had been dropped due his death from 
causes” while imprisoned. 

The accused were tried for “organizing plot” over- 
throw the Hungarian Communist State, according the 
announcement. All the court proceedings, all the executions 
were held secret. The Communist report stated that 
Nagy, Maleter and Szilagyi refused confess their “full 

The main charges which Nagy and the others were 
found “guilty” were “conspiring” prepare the Revolt 
for year advance the uprising, “inviting” armed 
aid from “the imperialist camp,” and “killing” “pre- 
paring kill 10,000 himself was accused 
personally “organizing” the first uprisings October 22-23 
which led his investiture the Premiership and being 
one the founders the Petofi Circle, one the leading 
liberalizing forces prior the Revolt. The resignation from 
the Warsaw Pact the Nagy government and the “re- 
Cardinal Mindszenty were also listed among 
the “crimes” the accused. 

Indirect support the Revolt Yugoslavia was also 
alleged, and the action Nagy and several associates 
taking refuge the Yugoslav Embassy after the Soviet 
onslaught was denounced. (The Hungarian leaders were 
subsequently tricked into leaving the Embassy the 
Kadar regime’s promise safe conduct; they were then 
seized the Soviet authorities. 


Other Executions 


Four men were executed, two sentenced life imprison- 
ment and ten others condemned imprisonment for one 
fourteen years recent trial Budapest (Nepszava, 
May 18). The group was accused “counterrevolutionary 
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from the time the Revolt until February 
1957. They were charged with “collecting arms and making 
contacts with Western espionage and con- 
spiring overthrow the State. Those executed were Geza 
Pech, Laszlo Balogh, Jozsef Gerlei and Bela Bekesi. 


Union Meets 


“purified” Journalists’ Union held its first general 
meeting (May since its suspension January 
1957. The organization—in its former composition—played 
prominent part the Revolt and continued stand 
its principles for over three months after the Soviet inter- 
vention installed the Kadar regime. has now been “re- 
organized” with new president, Arpad Szakasits, former 
President the Republic and leader the pro-Communist 
wing the Social Democratic Party. 

Among the addresses heard the gathering was the re- 
port behalf the preparatory organization committee 
delivered Norbert Siklosi, who said: “The press fully 
played the role ideological battering ram during the 
counterrevolution. became the mouthpiece all the 
counterrevolutionary (Radio Budapest, June 
Minister State Gyula Kallai was also hand and de- 
livered the following instructions criticism the Com- 
munist 

“There can question here criticism which 
not the task the 
press defend the Party’s policies and the interests So- 


based Socialist construction. 


cialist construction against the enemy and against those who 
not carry out the Party’s policies who distort them. 
the task the press, therefore, criticize those who 
impede our advance. There room for other kinds 
criticism our regime.” (Nepszabadsag, June 


Regime Harries Teachers 

The regime’s inability control its teachers and writers 
was attested recently speech Politburo member 
Gyula Kallai meeting educators Budapest. Ac- 
cording Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), June 
chief complaint against teachers was that many them 
had with the counterrevolution.” During the Re- 
volt, said, “they strove liquidate the Socialist educa- 
tional charged them with reimposing com- 
pulsory religious education “even after the counterrevolu- 
tion, 1957.” that time, said, “counterrevolutionary 
activities were transferred the schools and attacks the 
people’s democracy continued, did religious instruction 
and attacks the teaching the Russian language 
the criticized “backwardness” not only 
the part the teachers but also “obsolete textbooks and 
curricula.” 

Further harrassment for educators was provided meet- 
ing university presidents which Deputy 
Education Joszef Szigeti demanded strict Communist 
line followed all educational institutions 
May 24). said that the “main task” the 
universities was turn out “Socialist specialists,’ and 
called for “the expulsion bourgeois elements” from the 
education system. added, “the stan- 
dard education ought raised.” 


> 


Party Recruitment 


Caution was urged recently Party organizers doing 
recruitment work the countryside. Nepszabadsag 
pest), May 23, advocated increasing Party membership “in 
some villages,” but warned that the best candidates were 
those already working collective and State farms. For 
independent farmers, however, the journal recommended 
more careful indoctrination. The Party organizers should 
first “chase away their doubts” about the Party and 
then assure them that Party membership would not necessi- 
tate joining collectives. world will not collapse join- 
ing the Party not immediately followed joining col- 
lective Nepszabadsag stated, adding significantly, 
“The agricultural theses the Party state that the economic 
ruin the kulaks cannot our aim the present time.” 

The provincial Party newspaper Csongrad County, 
Megyei Hirlap, May 20, also had word caution the 
recruiters, this time the subject religion. The gist 
the article was that religious faith was permissible for the 
rank-and-file, but not the must 
meet stricter Although functionaries were 
warned not give their efforts win over worker 
peasant and say ‘it’s useless, 
that ultimately ‘Marxist-Leninist 
materialism incompatible with religion.” 


for “functionaries, who 


standard.” 
they were 


also told remember 


Bulgaria 


Seventh Party Congress 


The Seventh Congress the Communist 
Party, held Sofia June 2-7, was well-planned program 
political oratory unmarked any sign major policy 
shifts. was notable chiefly for the presence Soviet 
Premier and Party boss Nikita Khrushchev, who opened 
new round the attack the Yugoslav Communists (see 
Area, The Congress sailed smoothly through 
discussion the new Bulgarian Five Year Plan 1958-1962 
which had been published two months earlier, and adopted 
without any major change. 


above). 


For the rest, the Congress 
reaffirmed the existing policies the Party leadership 
domestic and foreign affairs, emphasizing Party unity and 
continuing struggle against “revisionism 
ideology.” 

addition the 967 Bulgarian Party delegates, foreign 
delegations were present from the Communist Parties 
countries, including all the Soviet bloc, most Wes- 
tern Europe, Greece, Turkey, Jordan, Iran, Iraq, Israel, 
Syria, Lebanon, the Sudan, Algeria, Morocco, and 
the Western hemisphere 


from 
Mexico and Argentina. There 
The Seventh 
was the third held since the Bulgarian Communists 
assumed power 1944. The First Congress met May 
1919, the Fourth June 1922, the Fifth 
1948 and the Sixth 1954. (Present statutes 
the Party require that Congress held least once 


was representative from Yugoslavia. 


December 


February 
every four years. 

The Congress began with the report the Central Com- 
mittee its tenure power since 1954, read First 
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Secretary Todor Zhivkov. 


little that was not already the public domain. 


Foreign Policy 


Zhivkov contrasted the decline capitalism world 
system with the expanding might the “Socialist camp 
led the Soviet Union,” and his regime’s sup- 
port for every element Soviet foreign policy. With 
respect Yugoslavia, indicated that the “anti-Marxist” 
program Tito’s regime made friendly relations between 
Yugoslav and Bulgarian Communists impossible, but that 
relations between the two governments would continue 
diplomatically correct. called for better relations 
with Greece and Turkey, professing not understand 
why the Greek government had not yet reestablished rail- 
way, telegraph and postal communications with Bulgaria, 
and complaining that the Turkish government lacked re- 
spect for the rights Bulgarian diplomats. also criti- 
cized Turkey for agreeing accept NATO rocket-launch- 
ing bases, saying that the Communist Balkan countries had 
such bases. 


Domestic Economy 


During the First and Second Five Year Plans 
Bulgaria, said Zhivkov, passed from predominantly agri- 
cultural country one which industry accounts for two- 
thirds the national product. the same time elimina- 
ted capitalism every sector the economy, including 
agriculture (where collective farms are now said cover 
more than percent the agricultural land). stated 
that the volume industrial production had increased 
about eight times since 1939, expanding during the last 
ten years average annual rate more than per- 
cent. contrasted this with the rate growth prevailing 
Greece and Turkey. also underlined Bulgarian suc- 
cess collectivizing agriculture remarking that Bul- 
garia was the second country Europe, after the Soviet 
Union, “win this great battle for the construction 
Socialism the countryside.” revealed, however, that 
during the battle Bulgaria had lost significant proportion 
its 


Dec. 1952 Dec. 1957 
Cattle 
Cows 547.000 
Sheep 7,759,000 7,742,000 


noted increases only pigs and poultry: 


Dec. 1952 Dec. 1957 
Pigs 1,337,000 
Poultry 12,610,900 


the other hand, claimed that Bulgaria’s total agri- 
cultural output had risen percent since 1948, and 
that the amount produce marketed was much greater 
than before the war. For example, said that 1933 


given the text speech printed Rabot- 
nichesko Delo, June 1958. 


ranged obscurely over 
foreign policy, internal developments and 
since the Sixth Congress, offering surprises and saying 


Two examples, the left Polish and the right Czechoslovak, the 
latest Western styles shown the area. There have been com- 
plaints, however, that such fashionable garments are priced for the 

export trade and are prohibitively expensive home. 
Photos from Przyjazn (Warsaw), April 27, 1958 and Zivot 
(Bratislava), April 23, 1958 


only percent the wheat crop was marketed, com- 
pared with 38.7 percent 1957.* 

After describing other aspects Bulgaria’s economic 
development, Zhivkov dwelt upon some 
changes that had taken place since 1939. The number 
workers employed State industry had risen from 92,000 
1939 286,000 1956, while the number working 
peasants had declined from 3,325,000 1948 2,950,000 
1957. did not explain what had become those 
peasants who had failed find employment State in- 
dustry. Another group, the grew from 
191,000 1946 458,000 1956. 


Party and Doctrine 


Turning the history the Party itself, Zhivkov stated 
that its present membership was 485,255, including 16,709 
candidate members, 29,004 more than the time the 
Sixth Congress. (In the last ten years the composition 
the Party’s membership has undergone substantial changes: 
according official figures, workers comprised percent 
the membership 1948, whereas they now amount 
percent; peasant representation has declined from 
percent 1948 percent 1958; and white-collar 
workers, who formed percent the membership 
1948, now compose percent.** 


Had taken the years 1934 and 1956, his figures would 


have been less impressive. 1956 Bulgaria was forced import 
wheat from the USSR. 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), February 26, 1954, and June 
1958. The statistics leave percent unaccounted for 1948 
and percent unaccounted for 1958. Presumably these are 
people the professions and other self-employed categories. 


Zhivkov indicated that the Party had survived the shocks 
the Twentieth Congress the Soviet Communist Party 
(February 1956) and the Hungarian Revolt. The former 
event, which had been marked Khrushchev’s attack 
Stalin and the “personality had necessitated 
special plenum the Bulgarian Central Committee 
April 1956. (That plenum had ousted Vulko Chervenkov 
Premier and replaced him with Anton Yugov.) Accord- 
ing Zhivkov, the Party had subsequently conducted 
“serious investigation” the its membership 
effort overcome “dogmatism, sectarianism and in- 
correct working methods.” Its unity and discipline were now 
greater than ever before, said, adding that the Party 
continued base its work the principle 
leadership.” Its present task was unrelenting struggle 
against “bourgeois ideology revisionism.” 

obvious allusion the Yugoslav doctrine Na- 
tional Communism, defined the Bulgarian road So- 
cialism essentially the same road travelled the Soviet 
Union. While the Bulgarians seek, said, avoid 
chanical imitation” the USSR, and pay due heed 
their own “national they also seek avoid 
exaggerating their There was danger 
putting national interests ahead international unity. From 
this went full-throated denunciation the Yugo- 
slav attitude toward the “Socialist camp,” stating that the 
Bulgarian Communist Party supports, word for 


word, the viewpoint the Chinese Communist Party ex- 
pressed Comrade Mao Tse-tung the Moscow conter- 
ence last December the effect that the Socialist camp 
and the world Communist movement could not develop 
successfully without center, without head, that 
result history the great Soviet Union the head the 
Socialist camp and that the head the international Com- 
munist and Workers’ movement the heroic Communist 
Party the Soviet Union.” 


Khrushchev Praises the Bulgarian Party 


The high moment the Congress was the speech So- 
viet Premier Khrushchev the second day. used the 
occasion primarily attack revisionism and the doctrines 
the Communists. His appearance the Bul- 
garian Congress was evidently based two considerations: 
the fact that the Bulgarians have been among the stoutest 
and most letter-perfect supporters Moscow through 
various phases the ideological war with Belgrade; and 
the fact that Bulgaria one the best examples ortho- 
dox the Soviet sphere. his defense the 
Soviet interpretation the crucial concept “many roads 
Khrushchev cited Bulgaria’s success col- 
lectivizing agriculture example the “creative in- 
terpretation” Marxist-Leninism practice. 

“The forms productive cooperation agriculture 
worked out and applied the Bulgarian People’s Re- 
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Film poster east and film poster west—a contrast attitudes. front movie theater Debrecen, Hungary. The poster right 
advertises French film with Fernandel, the poster the left, showing stern young woman with machine gun, Soviet film. 
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public are example the proper combination gen- 
eral regularity Socialist transformation agriculture 
with the concrete conditions and characteristics Bul- 


This point was later elaborated upon Politburo- 
member Vulko Chervenkov his speech the third day 
the Congress: complete victory labor-production 
cooperatives our agriculture clear example crea- 
tive application Marxism-Leninism the solution the 
common international task taking into consideration 
the historical and national peculiarities the country. 
This victory convincingly disproves the revisionist thesis 
according which national peculiarities must predetermine 
for each individual country particular path Socialist 
development which principle differs from the one shown 
the Great October Revolution.” Specifically, 
said that Bulgaria had not nationalized the land, had 
the Soviet Union, nor had prohibited the private sale 
and purchase land. However, promoting “cooperative 
farms” which the members theoretically retained the 
ownership their land, the Bulgarian Communists had, 
effect, achieved the same goal the Soviet Communists. 
“In practice, the victory cooperative agriculture means 
the abolition private ownership land the villages.” 


Chervenkov Applies 


Much speech was devoted exercise 
self-abasement. had formerly been the undisputed 
boss the Party, and during Stalin’s time had held the 
offices First Secretary and Premier. the Sixth Party 
Congress 1954 had been forced give the post 
First Secretary Zhivkov. Later was deprived 
his Premiership the April 1956 plenum the Central 
Committee, time when the bloc-wide attack the 
“personality cult” was full swing. remained mem- 
ber the Politburo, however, and February 1957 was 
given government post Minister Education and 
Culture. the Seventh Congress his opponents gave him 
the task justifying and extolling his own demotion, 
which proceeded the following language: 


“Our Party solved several urgent problems, 
lutely removing all rotten tendencies aimed against Party 
discipline and unity and aimed creating confusion 
Marxist-Leninist ideology. This first all merit 
our Party’s Central Committee. The severe public 
self-criticism our Party the April [1956] Central 
Committee Plenum was serious trial for the Party. 
was able pass this trial with honor. would 
wrong not consider the test which passed suc- 
cessfully school political and ideological growth, 
Communist training the Party whole, all Party 
cadres. consider duty say the Congress that 
have personally passed this school, that practical 
work have drawn and trying draw all necessary 
conclusions from the decisions the April Plenum 
and that doing this faithful soldier the Com- 
munist Party.” 


this were not enough, went criticize his 
own recent performance the Ministry Education and 
Culture, saying that the Ministry’s work “is not yet 


the standard must order correspond completely 


“In this respect must say, first all, that uncon- 
ditionally necessary improve the work the Ministry 
Education and Culture, that is, its methods 
skill implementing the Party and government policy 
the cultural revolution most efficiently, taking into con- 
sideration complicated ideological problems. The 
future tasks the Party the ideological front are out- 
lined the accountability report the Central Commit- 
from the Ministry Education and Culture, who bear the 
greatest responsibility for the state education, roll our 
sleeves and begin.” 


After the Congress ended was announced that Vulko 
Chervenkov had been removed Minister Education 
and Culture (Radio Sofia, June 9). 


The Third Five Year Plan 


The report the new Five Year Plan (1958-1962) was 
delivered Premier Anton Yugov. began hailing 
the successful fulfillment the Second Five Year Plan 
(1953-1957), which said had completed the transition 
from capitalist production relations, even 
though the development the economy “has not yet 
reached the stage where can say that Socialist society 
has been built our country.” (For analysis the 
goals and results the Second Five Year Plan see East 
Europe, May 1958, 45.) admitted that the agricul- 
tural collectivization program had seriously delayed the 
progress Bulgarian farming and that crop production had 
fallen far below the ambitious goals originally planned. 

The Third Five Year Plan more modest its hopes 
for agriculture than was the Second. Where the latter had 
called for increasing total agricultural production 
percent and only succeeded raising percent, the new 
Plan aims percent increase (which will, achieved, 
bring farm output approximately the level which had 
been set for the end 1957). The targets for livestock, 
given Yugov, are actually lower than those the 
Second Plan (figures thousands) 


Plan Actual Plan 
1957* 1957 1962 
2,100 1,673 1,800 
700 547 650 
2,200 2,000 2,100 
9,700 7,740 9,500 


With respect crop production, Yugov said that Bul- 
garian agriculture must become more intensive, utilizing 
every available decare land. also laid stress ex- 
panding the output perennial crops (i.e., fruits such 
grapes and apples) technical crops (such cotton, tobacco, 
sunflower seed) and vegetables. The specific targets for 
production 1962 gave follows (in thousands 
tons): bread grain, 2,750; fodder grain, 2,240; sunflower 
seed, 300; oriental tobacco, 80; raw cotton, 65; sugar beets, 


*Plan 1957 figures are from the Second Five Year Plan direc- 
tives published Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), March 1954. 


“My dear, modern apartment its choice your mother closet.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), June 1958 


1,450; grapes, 870; vegetables, 1,200. 

contrast the program for agriculture, the Plan calls 
for unrelenting pressure the drive industrialize Bul- 
garia and stresses the traditional priority for heavy industry. 
Total industrial production supposed increase 
least percent, annual average 10.2 percent. 
The production capital goods increase percent, 
while the production consumer goods rise about 
percent. “At the end the Third Five Year Plan,” said 
Yugov, “our country will produce less than working 
days much industrial output produced capitalist 
Bulgaria during all 1939.” The targets for specific indus- 
trial products, given the final text the Plan 
nichesko Delo, June 12) are follows (with percentage 
increases 1962 over 1957 parentheses) electric power, 
billion kwh (88) coal, including brown coal and lignite, 
19,215,000 tons pig iron, 205,000 tons (305) steel, 
353,000 tons (122) rolled metals, 276,000 tons (136) non- 
ferrous ore concentrates, 437,800 tons electrolytic 
copper, 12,630 (new item) lead, 33,000 tons (73) zinc, 
44,000 tons mineral fertilizers and carbamate, 906,- 
500 tons (540) sulfuric acid, 290,000 tons (618) calcined 
soda, 243,000 tons auto tires, 176,000 (69) electric 
motors, 215,000 internal combustion engines, 
(784) batteries, 850,000 (1,356) freight cars, 1,873 (62 
cement, 1,760,000 tons (100) roof tiles, 273,500,000 (62) 
plate glass, 6.2 million square meters (70) cellulose, 48,500 
tons cotton fabrics, 210 million meters (38 
woolen fabrics, million meters (36) furniture, 530 mil- 
lion leva value (95) leather shoes, 8,367,000 pairs (63 
radio sets, 170,000 (57) bicycles, 110,000 (new item) mo- 
torcycles, 20,000 (new item); meat, 144,690 tons 
meat products, 27,800 tons (31); edible oils, 90,600 tons 
(72) sugar, 211,000 tons (80) canned vegetables, 128,200 
tons (57); canned fruit, 110,030 tons (85); cheese and 
yellow cheese, 47,340 tons (84); wine, 207,600,000 liters 
(75); beer, 110 million liters, tobacco, 70,930 tons 
(48). 

Capital investment set 26,735,000,000 leva for the 
Third Five Year Plan, compared with the 20,065,000,000 
leva expended during the previous five years (in 1956 
prices). The distribution the investment was given 


follows (in billions industry, 16.7 (heavy industry, 
13.27; light industry, 1.96; food industry, agricul- 
ture, 2.73; State credits for collective farms, 2.17; trans- 
port and communications, “social and cultural” build- 
ing, 0.946; hospitals, canals, aqueducts, etc., 1.74; housing, 
0.81; State credits for private house-building, 1.67. 

Labor productivity rise percent industry, 
percent construction, percent transportation and 
percent retail trade. Costs production are slated 
reduced 12.5 percent industry, 13.9 percent 
State farms, 4.9 percent machine tractor stations, 
percent transportation and 10.6 percent construction. 

the basis the foregoing objectives, national income 
expected rise percent during the five years. Real 
incomes workers both industry and agriculture are 
supposed rise percent, and retail trade turnover 
percent. 


Organizational Changes 


Preserving the carefully wrought appearance Party 
unity, the Congress re-elected all but two the previous 
members the Central Committee and added new 
members, drawn mostly from the ranks alternates. The 
Central Committee now has members and alternates, 
compared with members and alternates after the 
Sixth Congress 1954. 

The turn re-elected the previous Politburo, 
consisting Boyan Balgaranov, Dimitar Ganev, Georgi 
Damyanov, Raiko Damyanov, Todor Zhivkov, Ivan Mi- 
hailov, Encho Staikov, Taskov, Georgi Tsankov, 
Vulko Chervenkov and Anton Yugov. The only important 
change the Party hierarchy was the dropping General 
Petar Panchevski, the Minister Defense, alternate 
member the Politburo. Panchevski was subsequently re- 
lieved his Ministry the excuse that was “busy with 
other functions” (Radio Sofia, June 


Government Changes 


Two days after the close the Seventh Party Congress, 
the Presidium the National Assembly announced five 
changes the Council Ministers. General Petar Pan- 
chevski was relieved his post Defense Minister and 
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Vulko Chervenkov was dismissed Minister Education 
and Panchevski, Moscow-trained Communist, 
was replaced the Defense Ministry General Ivan 
Mihailov, another political general, who had been Minister 
Transport and Communications. Mihailov 
ceeded the latter position Dancho Dimitrov. Cherven- 
post Minister Education and Culture was taken 
Zhivko Zhivkov, formerly Deputy Minister Foreign 
Affairs. retained his other 
tion Deputy Premier. 


After the Congress 


the aftermath the April meeting the Writers’ 
Union, Emil Manov—one the dissident Communist 
literary men most strongly attacked regime officials 
was able avoid the extremes while 
choosing the easier way appeasing the authorities 
attacking the West. (For report the Writers’ Union 
meeting, see East Europe, June 1958, pages 39-41.) 
broadcast which was apparently used for foreign con- 
sumption only and not the Bulgarian press radio, 
charged that the West “aims create atmos- 
phere distrust and intolerance among writers, meanwhile 
shedding crocodile tears for oppressed democracy” (Bul- 
garian Telegraphic Agency, May 17). 

vaguely worded passage Manov said that there 
was need for writers guided the Union, but that 
the methods guidance needed also 
stated that, “For us, literature mighty weapon the 
struggle for Communism and the sole basis for our dis- 
cussions can the problem discovering the best way 
using this weapon for the achievement our magnifi- 
cent made direct criticism his own 
work nor did discuss the accusations that lacked 
“Socialist the fact that was deposed from 
the Writers’ Union Presidium the April meeting. 

The May 1958 issue Plamuk (Sofia), the bulletin 
the Writers’ Union, featured story Manov which 
dealt with the “shortcomings” the pre-Communist re- 
gime. The periodical, well many other writers, have 
been much for writing the past, rather than 
the “Socialist” present. 

The official organ the Writers’ Union, 
Sofia), got new editor-in-chief, Christo Radevski, who 
replaced Georgi Karasalov, recently elected Secretary- 
General the Union (Literaturen Front [Sofia], May 


Doctors Neglect Soviet Examples 


the Fifth Congress the Trade Unions Health 
Workers, Dr. Petar Kolarov, the Minister Public Health 
and Social Welfare, expressed his “doubt and indignation” 
the fact that “some health workers have forgotten that 
the attitude toward the USSR also defines the attitude 
toward Socialism and our Party” (Zdraven Front 
May 7). The doctor quoted the late Party boss, Georgi 
Dimitrov, saying that friendship with the Soviet Union 
“the air and sun our country.” 

Kolarov strongly deprecated 


“blind 


confidence 


toward the specialists from capitalist which 
said was felt some Bulgarian scientists. stated that 
there were too many requests physicians and scientists 
sent study delegations Western Europe. 
decried the fact that “the number scientists and respon- 
sible health workers who, when need medical treat- 
ment, ask sent the USSR very small.” Kolarov 
expressed his disapproval the “negligent attitude” toward 
Soviet medical science and the “cooling off toward 
Pavlov’s doctrine, which and remains the basis con- 
temporary 

This attack preceded month similar one the 
attitude Chinese health specialists toward Western medi- 
cine (Jenmin Jihpao June 8). present, how- 
ever, there appears bloc-wide movement con- 
demn Western medical science scientific exchange 
the health field. 


Czechoslovakia 
Slovak Party Congress 


The Slovak Party Congress, held May 16-18, continued 
the regime’s offensive against “bourgeois nationalism,” em- 
phasized the necessity with the reigning 
Czechoslovak Party and prepared the ground for the 
Czechoslovak Party Congress slated begin the following 
month. expected, external matters the meeting up- 
held all points Soviet foreign policy and the “leading 
role” that nation, well the campaign against revi- 
sionism and Yugoslavia (see Area, above 

number small organizational changes were decreed 
the Congress: the Slovak Politburo was increased from 
nine ten full members and from two three candidate 
members; the number Central Committee members was 
raised from 77, and candidate members from 
30. Central Committee member Jozef Kriz was elevated 
the Politburo 
and Stefan Sebesta, dismissed last January from his post 
Deputy Chairman the Slovak Board Commis- 
his position candidate member the Slovak Politburo. 
The Party Secretariat was enlarged from four five mem- 
bers, and Augustin Michalicka was removed 
group, although retained his position the Ceneral 
Committee. 


(the other members were 


Kopecky Speech 


The head the Czechoslovak Party delegation, Deputy 
Premier Vaclav Kopecky, addressed the Congress May 
(Pravda May 18). His method em- 
phasizing the long-standing struggle the regime against 
Slovak nationalism was deny that there was any reason 
for movement under the present Communist 
government. “The recognition the Slovak nation 
separate entity,’ said, “was the result the struggle 
waged the Communist Party Czechoslovakia.” 

characterized Thomas Masaryk and Benes “the 
creators the artificial concept single Czechoslovak 
concept which said was supported the 
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“Slovak and “Slovak and Czech [pre-coup] 
political Kopecky stressed the “far reaching 
measure [which 1956] considerably enlarged the powers 
the Slovak national bodies, the Slovak National Council 
and the Board Commissioners.” 

Kopecky also voiced the regime’s discontent with its 
literary men and women, who, Slovakia particularly, 
have been kicking against absolute Party control: 


“In our conflicts with certain writers the issue was not 
and not about methods artistic creation, but about 
ideological and political questions, chiefly the attitude 
toward the dictatorship the proletariat, the question 
freedom people’s democracy, the attitude toward the 
Party and its leading role, toward the USSR, appraisal 
the relationship toward bourgeois culture and matters con- 
nected with national character. 

“We have, however, made emphatically clear our stand 
that will not tolerate artistic creative freedom 
misused for the dissemination views which reject 
principle, since they are variance with the very founda- 
tions our Socialist and Communist ideology.” 


Included the Kopecky speech was noteworthy pas- 
sage which appeared stress important differentiation 
between the basic character worker and intellectual 
Communist State: “Marxism-Leninism revolution- 
ary theory and can mastered best the working class; 
this the task Communist Parties. the case 
intellectual, deep spiritual transformation necessary 

Kopecky also expressed “bitter disappointment” the 
role played Hungarian and Polish writers (unnamed) 


The Spoon the Chain 


HYGIENIC RECORD has been reached the Central 
Station Prague, where the station re- 
freshment counter has small glass full water and 
that water small spoon long chain. People line up; 
this one gets tea, the next lemon juice, the third Turkish 
coffee, each them stirs with the spoon, may taste the 
stuff and then puts the spoon back into the purifying solu- 
tion. While does the chain rattles inspiringly and 
the guy with the lemon juice just waits until they are 
ready fix iron ball his leg. young man 
raincoat who stood behind resorted self-help. 
asked the how often they change the hygienic 
solution the tumbler and when was told stirred 
his coffee with his ticket, which was not chain.” 
(from Lidova Demokracie April 17, 1958.) 
“Once more the spoon the chain. Some time ago 
carried little notice the fact that one Prague’s 
railroad stations the refreshment booth has coffee spoon 
tied long chain; travellers stir coffee, tea and juices 
with that lone spoon. They tried without chain, and 
the result: fifty stolen spoons day. Shouldn’t some trav- 
ellers put chain?” (From Lidova Demokracie 


[Prague], May 1958.) 


os) 


Bricks For Ladies 


COMMENTATOR Radio Prague, May 17, bemoaned 

the reluctance the Czechoslovak building industry 
employ women. After pointing out that percent 
the construction workers the USSR are women, 
reproduced the following telephone call had received 
few days earlier: 


“This the Manpower Department Prague District 
the manager 


“Yes?” [the commentator answered]. 

“You broadcast Friday that there were possibilities 
for the employment women construction?” 

“Yes, did.” 

“As result your broadcast several women called 
Saturday and applied for construction work. Now, 
despite our experience that when offer women the 
building enterprises they refuse them, inquired again 
the Land Construction Enterprise and spoke directly 
Comrade Bohata. says that they cannot hire 
women. They could only they were able get 
enough bricklayers that then they would able hire 
helpers, including women.” 

“Oh, see. And the meantime they not hire 
women all?” 

“No, they not. This means that have situation 
where the National Committee says one thing and the 
radio says something else, and the citizens get the impres- 
sion that someone fooling 


during the Hungarian Revolt and the October 1956 up- 
heaval Poland. said that “some steps the same 
direction” were taken Czechoslovak writers, but that 
“our Party and working class showed unshakable firmness 
and determination and would not permit the importation 
the so-called liberalization.” 


Economic Problems 


The speech the First Secretary the Slovak Party, 
Karol Bacilek, was devoted chiefly outlining 
gime’s economic program. The industrialization Slo- 
vakia was proceeding well, said, claiming that 1957 
Slovakia produced 16.7 percent the country’s industrial 
output compared with 13.8 percent 1948, and that 
production rose 13.2 percent last year against 10.2 per- 
cent for the country whole. plan was being con- 
sidered, said, for building large metallurgical plant 
eastern Slovakia which “the problem industrializing 
eastern Slovakia would practically solved.” This was 
apparently reference the ill-fated project 
begun during the First Five Year Plan (1949-53) and 
quietly shelved 1952 for lack funds. 

admitted that Slovakia was lagging the production 
coal, bricks, tiles and housing. While industrial “labor 
productivity” rose 7.4 percent 1957, said that this 
still left much desired, particularly the use new 


ge 
\ 
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techniques. laid emphasis the Party’s current drive 
reorganize the management industry, and stated that 
the attention all basic Party organizations ought 
concentrated this task. But better management would 
impossible, said, without greater participation 
the workers through “production conferences” and “Social- 
ist competitions.” These time-worn devices were also un- 
derlined another speaker, Slovak trade 
Daubner, who called for the wholesale use Soviet prin- 
ciples work organization, saying that “we are not 
interested merely this that technical innovation 

but the Soviet method and approach the solution 
technical and organizational problems.” 


Bacilek dwelt length agriculture, which the 
weakest element the Czechoslovak economy. Pointing 
out that crop production Slovakia had risen only 2.5 
percent the period 1956-1957, against planned in- 
crease for the period 1956-1960 34.9 percent, ad- 
mitted that considerable part the task remains for the 
cultural workers realize,’ said, “that this year 
decisive one for the fulfillment the Five Year Plan, and 
that the present pace the growth agricultural produc- 
tion will not bring our aim.” Like his colleagues 
Prague, called upon the Party membership bend every 
effort drive for higher farm production. the same 
time, however, made plain that the collectivization 
drive, now its third year, will continued full steam. 
Pressure will maintained and 
“capitalist elements,” whom accused 
“speculation and clandestine enterprise” 


on other 
encouraging 
the country- 
side. Particular attention must paid, said, per- 
suading the numerous industrial workers who own small 
farms merge them collectives. stated that 
May collective farms Slovakia, 
which 519 had been established since April 1957, and that 
the “Socialist 


there were 
collectives, State farms 
and other publicly owned farms—accounted for 61.8 per- 
cent cultivated Slovak land. (The equivalent figure for 
the whole country was 65.5 percent February 1.) 


Intelligentsia Criticized Again 


The tendency Czechoslovak artists and writers 
shun “Socialist was again attacked the official 
press, particularly May article Rude Pravo 
exhibition the Prague group painters and sculp- 
tors called “Maj.” The Party daily gave its “overall im- 
pression” the composite exhibiting artist follows: 


young man who shuts himself behind glass wall 
where has the feeling real freedom. young man 
with confused notions and attitudes toward life, who be- 
lieves that limited his freedom when advised him 
into the streets, into nature, into factories and among 
people. What does this young man care about real life? 
He does not from life itself. He creates 
from reminiscences, and modern his code ‘art 
for art’s 


have to create 


The April 1958 edition Novy Zivot (Prague) dealt 


Down the Mine 


CZECHOSLOVAK TRADE UNION organ Prace 
May 15, described the following rather chilling en- 
counter between the regime bureaucracy and reality: 


“Delegates from the enterprises and from the Ministries 
Fuel, Power, Construction, Heavy Machinery and Met- 
allurgy were discussing the situation re- 
gards the construction the Komorany Mine ‘Jan 
For two days they tried find answer the question 
why construction behind plan and how catch up.” 


The conference decided take bus and out the 
mine site. There they talked with construction workers 
and looked around. morning stood least 
three hours kicking our heels,’ says mason. “There was 
exception. There always something missing. One time 
it’s electric current, another time the water sand. These 
are some the reasons why construction behind sched- 
ule—but not all. 

“We visited one the dormitories. workers were 
just beginning wash off their dirt. the corner was 
basin and jug with cold water. ‘Never mind about 
the water,’ says young man about twenty-five, 
wouldn’t worry about that least had decent food 
here. The stuff they give inedible. There warm 
supper. What there the way warm food served 
was written that the plan being fulfilled 117 percent. 
‘It like explains the young man, ‘we reported that 
the plan fulfilled percent but, you can see, 
made 117 percent. work under different plans.’ (He 
did not know how could ordinary worker 


ironically with the silence contemporary life the part 
writers and critics both. The latter, the article stated, 
continue tell the prose writers that “at last they should 
say something substantial about present-day life, but mean- 
while they themselves have said very little about 
have showed very little courage.” Novy Zivot went 
say that, “if literature were seek inspiration not 
life but the various critical dreams about life, would 
sad and sterile thing.” 

Deputy Premier Vladimir Kopecky also 
lectuals, including writers and scientists, for not producing 
enough works “worthy” distinction. Speaking the 
presentation the Klement Gottwald State Prizes for 
1958 (Rude Pravo, May 8), Kopecky also attacked “de- 
featist cultural tendencies” manifested some segments 
the intelligentsia. said, that 
cesses science, technology and culture help strength- 
ening the international position People’s Democratic 
Czechoslovakia.” 


however, 


Among those decorated the gathering 
Frantisek Hrubin, who was one the prominent voices 


for “liberalization” the April 1956 Writers’ Congress. 


* 
: 


More Party Control Over Economy 


The current reorganization the Czechoslovak econ- 
omy, inaugurated Communist Party decree Febru- 
ary (see East Europe, April, 49), has been accom- 
panied campaign strengthen the voice the Party 
managerial decisions. (The reorganization involves the 
merging existing industrial enterprises into larger “pro- 
duction units” under the general direction 
the central Ministries but with some the management 
functions assigned the new organizations.) May 
the Party newspaper Rude Pravo declared that the reor- 
ganization, which will give more power 
the lower levels management, runs the risk encour- 
aging local authorities pursue their own ends the ex- 
pense the national economy. overcome this danger, 
the paper said, the Party had decided give its local 
organizations veto power over managerial decisions. 

“The Party anticipates that, result the decentrali- 
zation authority over enterprises and plants, there may 
misunderstandings the new and not yet well-defined 
managerial powers, and that mistakes may occur. The 

Party has therefore decided extend the controlling 

powers Party organizations giving them the right 

inquire into and suspend any wrong and socially harmful 

decision management. This right given order 

prevent gross errors. However, the general political and 
organizational activities the Party organizations, their 
education and guidance the managerial personnel, 
should tend create such healthy atmosphere that the 
veto right will not have applied.” 


The new apparently goes beyond the powers 
hitherto allotted Party organizations. Section 70(e) 
the present Party statutes, amended June 1956, gives 
the basic organizations economic enterprises “the right 
control the activities the This includes 
the right “to demand reports economic activities, 
discuss the fulfillment production plans and mobilize 
the workers for their fulfillment.” 


“Erhard Denounced 


May official spokesman the West German 
Government denounced “gross and malicious forgery” 


Old Men the Farm 


1958. reveals that after increase manpower 


employed agriculture 1955 the present tendency 
toward decline. December 15, 1956, the num- 
ber persons registered working agriculture 
totalled 1,756,129 against only 1,692,489 reg- 
istered February 1958. The average age 
farmers has increased 44.8 years. About 13.5 per- 
cent agricultural workers are over (Lidova 
Demokracie April 19, 1958. 


“letter” published the same day the Czechoslovak 
Party daily Rude Pravo Purporting 
“confidential and personal report” from Ludwig Erhard, 
West German Minister Economic Affairs, Chancellor 
Konrad Adenauer, the letter stated that West German 
industrial circles opposed both summit 
tween East and West and atom-free zone Central 
Europe (i.e., the Rapacki Plan). Erhard supposed 
have told Adenauer that “the interests German eco- 
nomic development must not sacrificed ephemeral 
idea coexistence.” 


Prague 


The West German denial the letter’s authenticity 
contained the statement that the West German Govern- 
ment and its industry both desired summit conference 
take place, well general controlled disarmament. 
The Czechoslovak paper did not reveal the source the 
purported letter. 


Poland 


Gomulka Backs Kadar, Soviet 


Although Party chief Wladyslaw Gomulka was able 
avoid denouncing Yugoslavia and hailing the USSR the 
Communist State during his tour Bulgaria, 
Hungary and Romania (see East Europe, June 1958, page 
28), made his first full avowal support for the Soviet 
intervention the 1956 Hungarian Revolt and for the 
present Hungarian regime. Speaking Budapest, May 10, 
Gomulka made the following statements: 


“We Polish Communists realized the vast danger which 
the Hungarian counterrevolution represented, not only for 
Hungary, but also for us, for the cause Socialism and for 
peace Europe. clearly saw the necessity for quelling 
the counterrevolution, regardless the reasons for its 
origin. We also realized that the Soviet decision to help 
the Socialist forces Hungary was correct 

“We too gave help those Hungarian forces which took 
resolute stand defense Socialism. The leadership 
these forces was assumed the reorganized Hungarian 
Communist Party and the tested champions the 
Hungarian people’s cause, led Janos Kadar. salute 
and appreciate the successes you have 


badsag May 11. 


the same speech Gomulka characterized “negative 
phenomena” the facts that Poland “too many 
cooperatives [agricultural were This 
statement was far stronger than any has made date 
Poland the collapse agricultural collectivization 
under his regime. The statement was not published the 
Polish press and was not publicly repeated the Party 
chief his return his own country. 

Gomulka also told his Hungarian listeners peculiar 
feature our country, namely that our masses are very 
sensitive regards national sovereignty, and therefore 
Party obliged use suitable propaganda for internation- 
alism and for combatting nationalism.” 

subsequent address his 
Gomulka 


Warsaw, 
had done previously during the 11-day 


return to 


TS 
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journey—called for “the creation Balkan security 
modeled one suggested Romanian Premier 
Chivu Stoica last year (Radio Warsaw, May 15). This 
would include, presumably, Bulgaria, Romania, Albania, 
Yugoslavia, Greece and Turkey. The proposal was either 
rejected cold-shouldered all but the Soviet-bloc coun- 
tries when originally made, and Gomulka did not elaborate 


Drive for Press Conformity 


The determined effort the Gomulka regime assert 
its domination over literature and journalism (which have 
been far less controlled Poland than elsewhere the 
area) reached new peak aggressiveness during the May 
meeting the Press Commission the Party Central 
Committee. that time Andrzej Werblan, Chief the 
Party Agit-Prop Section, delivered blast against “revi- 
sionism and bourgeois ideology” which was ostensibly aimed 
the editorial staff the Party literary and ideological 
journal Nowa Kultura, but which was obviously intended 
for all independent and reform-minded writers. 

Unofficial reports Werblan’s speech—which went un- 
mentioned the Polish press and radio—stated that the 
Agit-Prop head called for the “inauguration new and 
stronger government censorship all works pub- 
lished and for general ban any material “detrimental 
Socialism.” also went out his way defend one 
Communism’s most hated institutions, the Security Po- 
lice, “useful and necessary organ for the defense 
the Socialist system.” constantly reminded his listeners 
that “capitalism, not the errors Communism,” consti- 
tuted the chief threat the country. Criticism the mis- 
takes the past would longer easily permitted, 
said; the only permissible criticism would bour- 
geois subjects. 

should mentioned that Werblan’s speech was made 
secret session the commission, not for public con- 
sumption, and could therefore couched more forth- 
right terms than would usual ordinary occasions. 


Criticism Nowa Kultura 


The Party Agit-Prop chief accused Nowa Kultura 
“drastic, unjust, simply obsessive criticism the past” and 
“oppositional disapproval the present.” con- 
demned the journal for publishing the work Leszek 
Kolakowski and other writers who “offer nothing but Social 
Democratic arguments about the role parliamentarianism 
anarchistic musings about the demoralizing effects 
political power.” Articles the Home Army (non-Com- 
munist underground army during World War II) tended 
glorify that organization, Werblan said, rather than 
point out that fought essentially for “bourgeois goals.” 
complained that the Nowa Kultura staff was more con- 
cerned with being Communism than “en- 


the struggle for Communism. 


Although the periodical has undergone several forced 
changes its editorial board since the beginning the 
year (see East Europe, June 1958, page 31), Werblan 
compared its output that Prostu, the liberal Com- 


munist student paper which was banned the Fall 
1957. also criticized articles Nowa Kultura which 
“charged with return Beria policy.” Since these 
articles never appeared the published issues the 
journal, may assumed that they had been censored. 
one point his strictures against Nowa Kultura, 
Werblan admitted that the Party was almost wholly with- 
out “cooperative” outstanding writers. said that these 
were too much involved with “revisionist openly 
bourgeois social views,” with admiration Western cul- 
ture and with questioning the basic tenets Communism, 
such the “dictatorship the proletariat, the leading role 
the Party and the use State force defend this role.” 


Arrests and Sentences 


alleged “spy,” Catholic clergyman and group 
dissident journalists were recently reported have been 
sentenced arrested. The espionage case centered the 
activities former librarian the School for Higher 
Economics Poznan, Zofia who was accused 


competition select design for monument commemorating 
the ill-fated Warsaw Uprising 1944 was recently held Poland. 
The caption this cartoon, showing giant fist making obscene 
gesture mounted base Soviet-style architecture and sur- 
rounded decayed houses, is: “Found the margin entry 
the contest for monument the Warsaw Uprising.” This 
extremely rare public reference widespread Polish bitterness 
over the failure the Soviet Army aid the desperate Poles 
their uprising against the Germans. 


Picture and quoted caption from Sztandar Mlodych 
(Warsaw), May 24-25, 1958 


les 


Two Perspectives 
the Palace 
Culture War- 


saw: 


The picture the left, showing the Soviet-built Palace Culture the Polish from Polish 


travel folder. The picture 


the right, looking the Palace Culture from the slums Warsaw, was taken American traveller Eastern Europe (Free 


Europe Press Photo). 


“spying for the French and American intelligence serv- 
and sentenced six-and-a-half-year prison term 
(Trybuna Ludu May 23). The clergyman was 
Jozef Czarnecki, who received 18-month jail sentence 
for “incitements” which led his parishioners “attempt 
prevent the burial” holy ground the Communist 
Mayor Zuromin. Eight other persons were jailed for six 
twelve months each for the same offense. (For previous 
details the case, see East Europe, April 1958, page 39. 


Prostu Staff Arrests Reported 


June Western reports quoted Janusz Grochowski, 
one the editors the banned liberal Communist news- 
paper Prostu, declaring that the members 
the journal’s staff had been arrested October 1957. 
Grochowski has fled West Germany, where en- 
rolled medical school. 


Church Under Pressure 


The truce between Church and State Poland under 
the Gomulka regime, which the Church was permitted 
exercise many previously barred functions exchange 
for least tacit support “the Polish road Socialism,” 
seemed recent weeks decaying. Church activities 
were attacked and the clergy was criticized has not 


happened since October 1956. The Church’s leader, 


Cardinal Wyszinski, his turn, was more outspoken 


criticism regime policies than has been since 
resumed his duties Church leader after the 1956 
Gomulka take-over. 

Politburo member Jerzy Morawski attacked “certain 
circles” the Catholic clergy recently for “failing 


relinquish their attempts create friction and for having 
definite political objectives” 
Ludu May 

Congress the Association Schools. organization 
which 


speech the National 
promotes schooling without religious instruction, 
Morawski accused circles” exerting “brutal pres- 
sure the consciences their parishioners force every- 
one, whether they want to,or not, participate actively 
also said that 


and 


religious ceremonies and Church life.” 
there had 
activities, especially among the youth, considerably exceed- 
the 
the 1957 agreement between the State and the Church 


been organization “social educational 


ing the proper functions According 


Poland, non-compulsory religious instruction permitted 
the public schools extra-curricular basis 

Western reports sermon Cardinal Wyszynski 
Corpus Christi Day ceremonies Warsaw stated that the 
Cardinal had strongly appealed the government allow 
the Church build 
religious 


and finance its own means 
the There 


fewer Catholic churches Warsaw than there were before 


new 


edifices country. are present 


the war, the Cardinal complained. 


O 


Cardinal Attacked 


The attacks Cardinal Wyszynski since 
Gomulka took power was published the Army news- 
paper Wolnosci (Warsaw), June The journal 
accused the Cardinal having failed condemn “the 
wild fanaticism the clergy” recent months. was 
also criticized for asserting, the June issue the 
Catholic newspaper Tygodnik Powszechny (Warsaw), that 
religion has always served national link the Polish 
people. the same article the Cardinal again asked for 
permission build new churches; also said “there are 
still not enough priests for today’s needs.” The Cardinal 
was probably alluding recent regime measures regard 
legalized abortion and contraception when wrote: 
“Contemporary sexual egotism, justified economic con- 
ditions, pays heed the rights society, the natural 
and supernatural life man.” 


sharpest 


Final Party Results 


The “verification” purge undertaken the Party 
its Tenth Plenum October 1957 has ended and 213,945 
persons have been expelled crossed off the membership 
rolls (Trybuna Ludu May 
present 


There are 
1,052,809 members and candidates the Polish 
United Workers’ (Communist) Party. (For detailed re- 
ports the beginning the purge and its subsequent 
turmoil, see East Europe, January 1958, pages 45-49; 
February, 38-39; March, 41-42; April, 43.) 

Trybuna Ludu stated that the purge went deepest 
Katowice Province (21 percent), but rooted out only 
and 12.8 percent the membership the cities Lodz 
and Warsaw. Although the “verification” proceedings were 
originally intended rid the Party “revisionists” and 
Stalinist and apathetic members, reports from the Polish 
press have indicated that resulted many areas 
vengeful charges and counter-charges and increased Party 
disunity. The press also charged frequently that bureauc- 
racy and lack interest prevented meaningful implemen- 
tation the purge procedure. 


Criticism Youth 


The long and unsuccessful campaign against juvenile 
“hooliganism” Warsaw continued with stern new regula- 
tions the Municipal Council, which set nine P.M. cur- 
few for children under the age sixteen and ten 
curfew for those under nineteen (Sztandar Mlodych 
June 14). Other measures enforced the Coun- 
decrees were banning the sale alcohol youths 
under nineteen and provision forbidding such youths 
smoke the streets. The latter was promulgated, according 
the journal, “because cultured person smokes the 
street. 


the same day Trybuna Ludu announced 


that “voluntary labor squads” will created. They will 
enroll members for minimum two months service and 
will “further the development the national economy” 


and give the members chance gain trade qualifica- 


> 


The priest shown moving signpost marked “The Polish Road 
point skywards. Caption: “Just little change.” 
Relations between the regime and the Catholic Church Poland, 
which improved tremendously when Gomulka came power 
October 1956, now seem deteriorating, and cartoons such 
this one attacking the clergy are appearing the Polish press after 
absence almost two years. 


Picture and quoted caption from Sztandar Mlodych 
(Warsaw), May 21, 1958 


This measure, which was passed the Council 
Ministers, very possibly also directed the curtailment 


“hooligan” activities among youth. 


Discrimination Against Communists 


Discrimination against physicians who are members 
the Communist Party was denounced Polityka (War- 
saw), May 17. There “spreading nepotism clinics and 
hospitals,” according the journal, which goes make 
clear that the alleged nepotism works against, not for, 
Party members. “Recently the signs pressure from 
backward forces have increased,” the journal averred, 
adding that, “it visible the discrimination against 
Party member candidates for such important positions 
the clinics and academies department directors and lec- 
Polityka held that, while “it would entirely 
return the Stalinist methods political 
appointments for hospital and medical school posts, never- 
theless, the institutions] signify 
separatism,” i.e., complete independence. The article ends 
with plea that “the government evaluate the present state 
affairs and take the right means solution.” 


¥ 


Repatriations from USSR 


More than 150,000 persons have been repatriated, most 
them from the Soviet Union, the last several years; 
almost 36,000 these have returned Poland during 
1958, according Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), May 30. The 
newspaper stated that there had been increase the 
number farmers” being repatriated, that 3,200 farms 
“are rehabilitated this and that the repatriated 
farmers are taking over other farms “left those who have 
gone 


Persons being repatriated include deportees and prisoners 
war held the USSR until this time. Their return has 
been long-standing request the Gomulka regime. 


Overemployment Persists 


The drive reduce surplus employment industry, 
announced the Eleventh Plenum the Party Central 
Committee February, has not shown any marked results 
far, according Minister Heavy Industry Kiejstut 
Zemajtis. Radio Warsaw broadcast June reported 
that told conference heavy industry directors that 
total employment heavy industry dropped only 1.5 per- 
cent the month April. While the number discharged 
amounted 3.5 percent the labor force, this was offset 
new hirings. 


Romania 


Anniversary 


The regime press and radio celebrated June the 
tenth anniversary the official nationalization industry 
the country. June Radio Bucharest hailed the 
day when “Romanian workers took the industrial enter- 
prises into their own hands,” changeover which the 
broadcast characterized “Socialist This 
compared with “revisionist nationalization State own- 
ership has taken place some industries the West, 
such the French and British railroad systems.” The 
latter are “bourgeois according Radio Bucha- 
rest, “because the means production merely pass from 
private capitalists the entire capitalist class repre- 
sented the bourgeois State.” This was obvious dig 
the Yugoslav position that modern capitalist countries 
may evolve into Socialism. 


Similar anti-revisionist, anti-Yugoslav remarks were made 
the Party newspaper, Scinteia (Bucharest), May 
criticism Probleme Economice (Bucharest), the 
cial Communist economic publication: 


“It not enough combat the theories bourgeois 
economists with short notes commentaries, this 
periodical has done now. The main task com- 
bat the anti-Marxist revisionist theories about the change 


the nature capitalism.” 


Albania 


Results 


The June, parliamentary “elections” resulted the usual 
overwhelming regime “majority” 
Tirana, June the 780,061 
percent) went the polls. The Albanian 
Front, under whose aegis the single slate of candidates 


ran, received 779.624 votes 


Radio 
99.98 


according 


voters, 779,935 


99.97 percent), while 


tive’” ballots were cast by 261 people 


“nega- 


0.03 percent 


Mocking Reasons 


POLISH PARTY recently concluded its much-heralded 


purge undesirable, apathetic and antagonistic mem- 


bers and strengthen its 


was 


unity 


and esprit see page +8 

Observers generally agree that the campaign was ludi- 
crous failure, that Party organs the lower levels ignored 
directly contravened upper echelon orders, that many 


Party members, instead looking their ouster pun- 


ishment, happily seized the opportunity 
discussion the campaign, called Small Dialogue 
About Zycie Literackie (Warsaw), February 
23, gave the following examples reasons advanced 
Party members why they had been inactive the 


past wished quit the Party: 


“The people unwilling 
surrendering their 


frankly they 
cards very often used their faith 
argument, saying that their Catholic other faith 
does not permit them have ‘double conscience’ and 
that not wanting get the name ‘two faced’ they will- 
ingly leave the ranks. However, common knowledge 
that many these people not all practice their faith, 
did not attend Church don’t attend today. 

Some them dragged out the doleful argument wives: 
‘wife’ does not allow. 


why are 


and 


“Some braver ones bluntly stated: the Party does not give 
Walenty 
publicly came to the conclusion that he was willing to be a 
Party member but only honorary one. Slavomir said 
that the Party legal then the dues must paid 
the State (for this the 
documents: ‘It necessary mention that the proposals 
the above are Zygmunt surrendered 
his card because the Party did not help him changing 


me anything, so why do I need the Party "4 


the following remark 


got 


his lodgings. Theodore L., former instructor Party 
education, surrendered his card because liked 
church ‘as they play the organ nicely and besides likes 
the fragrance incense. mock- 
ing reasons are, however, very seriously considered the 
Party and discussed length 


These ridiculous, clearly 


Adam W., man with 


education 


who paid his dues regularly, the 
that 
Party meetings because he was studying 


minutes stated) said for two 


attended 
English.” 
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(Continued from page 
rible, and the treatment the extras disgusting—like 
dogs. wonder, since some them are willing 
anything noticed. course they hate the women 
who are like that.” 

She lives with her mother and her brother attends the 
University. Her father dead. She and her mother make 
100-150 forint day weaving scarfs. This way they can 
work home, and she escapes the fight the extras for 
solid hours, the heavy make-up, and the degrading 
treatment. This how she sees the life the extra. She 
composed and wise. She feels sympathy for those who 
spend their lives hoping “arrive” pulling strings. 


She saw one these young girls two years after meeting 
her the film studio alone the street the evening. 


WARSAW PAPER Demokratyczny, February 
26-March published amusing account the 
tribulations two American tourists Poland. The two 
young men, both whom were studying England, 
changed their dollars into zloty London and arranged 
with the Polish Embassy London that they would 
met East Berlin Polish functionary with their pre- 
paid tickets for the rest the trip. The article continues: 

said the tourists. They arrived [in East Berlin] 
and they waited. They waited for the promised tickets and 
was long wait. When only five minutes were left 
before the departure the train and the messenger had 
not arrived, they boarded the train. They were lucky. 
There was inspection until the frontier. the frontier 
their passports and visas were examined. did not occur 
anybody that two well-dressed young men would 
travelling without tickets.” 

conductor finally asked for tickets. When they ex- 
plained they had none, the conductor threw them off the 
train but the last moment relented: “Dollar inter- 
national word—and five fingers left doubts. They paid; 
that was their last money not exchanged into zloty.” 

Warsaw they went the Bristol Hotel where they 


had reserved rooms. Nobody there knew anything about 


“Your Waiting Rooms Are Very Nice’ 


She will weaving scarfs for couple months, then 
take another job. She good typist and knows English 
and French. She never thinks motion pictures anymore 
except when she wants see movie. 

This girl feels that the newspaper ads are harmful 
because they encourage young people live unreality. 
Her message the young girls regard film work only 
job. 

not want discourage talented people from 
going the stage screen. The movies, however, should 
not presented something mystic and glorious. Young 
people should realize that while may fun collect 
pictures Sophia Loren, Gina Lollobrigida Yves Mon- 
tand, film studios are not waiting with open arms for 
every pretty girl. 


it. They spent the night the home Pole whose 
name they had been given mutual acquaintance 
London. The next day they went back the Bristol with 
their Polish friend. “Of course, the cable reserving the 
rooms was found. had just not been entered the 
books. Our travellers got their rooms—and this point 
the story might have concluded with happy ending. 
But what about Polish ingenuity?” 

The tourists decided secure their return flight well 
advance. the office selling tickets for airline flights 
abroad, they were told, “So and many dollars.” 

have Polish money,’ they said. 

accept only foreign currencies.’ 

exchanged our dollars and pounds into zloty 
order buy things Poland.’ 

“Requests and persuasions were avail. They re- 
turned their Polish course, knowing 
Polish conditions, found out that application was 
necessary. And the young Yankees kept going from one 
office another with their application. For three days. 
the fourth day they obtained permission purchase 
their tickets for zloty. And they departed. Fast. 

waiting rooms your offices are very nice,’ they 
making their farewells.” 


By 

Say 

San 
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Texts and Documents 


YUGOSLAV REPLY CHINESE ATTACK 


the sudden flood attacks Tito’s regime Yugoslavia the Chinese Com- 
munists have been far the most virulent and vituperative. Their first blow 


the campaign, article called “Modern Revisionism Must 


Criticized,” 


which appeared the Peiping Party organ Jenmin Jihpao (People’s Daily 

May was much harsher than the Soviet Union had been, and was the first 
justify the 1948 expulsion Yugoslavia from the Cominform. (For the full 
text the Chinese article, together with the full text the first Soviet criticism 
the Yugoslav League Communists’ draft program, see East Europe, June 
1958, Texts and Documents section; for detailed survey the anti-Yugoslav 
campaign, see Current Developments sections that issue and this 
Chinese maintained this virulence ensuing weeks, embodying bitter attack 


the Yugoslavs the Resolution their Communist Party Congress and 
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flatly calling Tito tool the “American imperialists.” Tito, holding firm, has 


accused the Chinese unscrupulously fomenting trouble with his regime 


to 


divert attention from their own political and economic failures. Below de- 
tailed Yugoslav rebuttal the original Jenmin Jihpao attack, which appeared 
the Yugoslav League Communists’ theoretical magazine the 


text (complete but for few elisions trivial repetitions 


was broadcast in 


English Radio Belgrade, May 


People’s Daily, organ the Com- 
munist Party China, published May 
1958, article entitled “Modern Re- 
visionism Must Criticized.” The ar- 
ticle was published the occasion 
140th birth anniversary Karl Marx but, 
under the guise criticism the pro- 
gram the League Communists 
Yugoslavia, was almost entirely devoted 
attacks the entire policy the 
League Communists Yugoslavia and 
Socialist Yugoslavia general. Actually, 
the article constitutes call the inter- 
national movement fight 
against what the People’s Daily calls 
“Yugoslav revisionism,” and this neither 
less nor more than—in the words the 
cited wage great fight 
which depends the success failure 
the cause the working class the 
world and the cause Socialism.” 

Therefore, the authors of the article, 
the name “Socialist international- 
ism,” proclaim the policy Socialist 
country enemy No. This is, short, 
the substance that article, which 
consider it necessary tO express our 
opinion, all the more has already 
been given wide publicity. 

With the “arguments” the article, 
course, there need enter into 
polemics, its authors themselves not 
take any pains prove anything with 
arguments and facts. They arbitrarily and 
pretentiously take the position arbiters 


who determine the “final truth,” that is, 
“what correct and what incorrect” 
the international workers’ movement 
and the sphere Marxist theory, 
well the program the League 
Communists and the policy Social- 
ist Yugoslavia. However, although the 
task has been pretentiously set, its ful- 
fillment the authors not take much 
pains seek arguments. They simply 
took the Cominform resolution 1948 
out the archives, thrusting the 
League Communists Yugoslavia all 
kinds labels various revisionist ten- 
dencies which appeared 
torical conditions different countries 
and even with open insinuations about 
serving the imperialists. 

Really, regarding the insinuations 
the expense our country the 
League Communists, the article the 
Chinese paper certainly represents the top 
rank our over the last few 
years. all this was also added the 
dosage, mildly speaking, very insipid 
and quite superfluous warnings—super- 
fluous because the League Communists 
Yugoslavia was steeled the fire 
the revolutionary struggle, and therefore 
any attempt exerting pressure can only 
meet with resolute resistance among the 

the purpose that article discus- 
sion ideological divergencies which 
may exist between Communist Parties? 


All those who read the People’s Daily 
article will soon reach the conclusion that 
this not the purpose the article. 
course, cannot wish deny anyone 


the right criticize the program and 
policy the League Communists 
Yugoslavia. However, there wish 
for such criticism really contribu- 
tion toward clarifying definite ideological 
and political questions international 
Socialism, then should not only con- 
structive tone, but its contents should 
also constructive arguments, facts, 
analyses, and outlook. 

However, as stressed above, the authors 
the article which are speaking 
neither try set forth any arguments 
whatever nor they hesitate make the 
Everything simply 
shows that the article obviously de- 
signed preclude constructive Marxist 
clarification definite problems facing 
contemporary Socialism and subject 
Communist Party some kind 
ological isolation” just because places 
precisely those problems the agenda 
kind comradely discus- 
sion between two Communist Parties 
question, but harsh rupture such 
discussion. 


precisely this involved here, the 
authors have written the article though 
they had never read the program. 
would rather believe that they have not 
read it, find difficut reconcile 
tT 


method writing “criticism” with 


that scientific and Socialist conscientious- 
ness which should characterize writers 
well-intentioned criticism Communist 
program. And finally, for the writing 


h a type of article as the People’s 


Daily article, the writer actually has 
need read study what criti- 
Actually criticism and discus- 
sion involved here, but judgment 
without the right defense, judgment 
which somebody expected imple- 
ment unconditionally. But besides great 
harmfulness, herein lies also the great 
weakness and untenable character of this 
article and policy which reflects 

As soon as the reader establishes this 
characteristic the article, then will 
not surprised its authors’ way 
thinking nor the method further 
logic the action which carried out 
this alleged criticism the program 
the League Communists Yugo- 
slavia. the authors not make use 
arguments, facts, proposals, scientific 
analysis, and forth, they automatically 
must resort the method confront- 


ing one document with 


another. 
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course, this way the authors immedi- 
ately appear here with definite docu- 
ments, which allegedly should credited 
with absolute correctness, proclaiming 
every other document which does not co- 
incide with the 
splitting, and shattering. 

shall not speak here what stands 


behind this alleged concern for unity and 


first, anti-Marxist, 


what actually the genuine concern for 
unity, this would take too much space, 
but should like point the char- 
People’s Daily evidently starts its criti- 
cism the League 


documents 


Communists 
Yugoslavia and its program. 
Here, ot 


the Communist Parties.” 


“Declaration 
did 
declaration, and the 
Brioni plenum openly stated that 
did not sign because did not agree 
with its definite postulates. has been 
long known wherein lie these divergen- 
Nobody doubted the fact that our 
program had reflect certain divergen- 
cies which exist between the Declaration 
League Yugoslavia. 
Why then necessary that these di- 
vergencies, known everybody, should 


course, is the 


not this 


cies. 


Communists 


become the target such 
cal” agreed 
earlier that, despite divergencies, we can 
cooperate actively comradely way 
much wider and 
spheres the defense peace, Social- 
ism, and 


“ideologi- 


crusade, even though 


strengthening 

sive forces the world, where concepts 

are identical and interests common? 
Only 


either the former attitudes those who 
are now 


two things are possible here: 


attacking 
with concealed intentions, they have 
meanwhile changed their attitude for the 
worse, returning to the old methods, 
which they themselves criticized 
jected, the relations among Commun- 
ist Parties and Socialist countries. 

this question. Time will tell. However 
should clear everyone that the 
League Communists Yugoslavia and 
Socialist Yugoslavia not want 
and will not passive object any- 
one’s policy. Therefore, Comrade Tito 
said the Congress, “it only waste 
time for any Party expect that 
shall deviate from our attitudes prin- 
ciple both international and 
ternal questions,” that is, anyone thinks 
that Socialist Yugoslavia can, either 
pressure use empty tactics, 
made abandon its 
tions which, deeply feel—whether 
the authors the People’s Daily article 


recognize this or not are in profound 


conformity with the revolutionary spirit 
Marxism-Leninism. 


Notorious Cominform 
Resolution" 


However, because the program the 
League Communists Yugoslavia, 
according to the words of the People’s 
Daily, had proclaimed “anti- 
Marxist and from beginning 
end, the Declaration the Com- 
munist Parties was nevertheless not suffi- 
cient. The authors the article there- 
fore took the notorious Comin- 
form resolution about Yugoslavia out 
the archives. And that why the reader, 
after reading the People’s Daily article, 
can very soon discover that the authors 
not all take starting point any 
new, critical “discoveries” in the text of 
the program the League Commu- 
nists Yugoslavia, but more less re- 
tell the Cominform resolution. 
shown simple comparison the 
text that article with the well-known 
resolution. 

The first point the Cominform reso- 
lution reads: “The Information Bureau 
notes that the course the leadership 
the Communist Party Yugoslavia 
has, the basic questions foreign and 
home policy, been incorrect late, that 
deviating from Marxism-Leninism.” 

The Chinese 


article says that 
draft 


“the 
program stigmatizes all the 
principles revolutionary theory which 
was founded Marx and Engels and 
developed Lenin and 


other great 

The second point the Cominform 
resolution speaks “about the hostile policy 
the leadership the Communist 
Party Yugoslavia toward the USSR” 
and “about slanderous propaganda which 
was borrowed from the arsenal coun- 
terrevolutionary Trotskyism.” 

The Chinese article says: “Speaking 
like reactionaries of all countries and like 
Chinese bourgeois rightists, the leading 
group the League Communists 
Yugoslavia slandered 
They ma- 
liciously slander the Socialist camp.” 

The third point the Cominform reso- 
lution says that the “leaders the Com- 
munist Party Yugoslavia had turned 
away from the stands the working 
class and deviated from the Marxist 
theory class struggles.” 


maliciously 
proletarian dictatorship. 


The Chinese article goes step fur- 
ther and asserts that the leaders the 
League Communists Yugoslavia are 
making attempt “to persuade the 
working class and working people 


various countries take the path 
capitulation capitalism.” 

The fourth point the Cominform 
resolution says that “the leadership 
the Communist Party 
subjecting revision the Marxist-Leninist 
teaching which deals with the party.” 

The authors the People’s Daily ar- 
ticle quote the Declaration the 
Parties which says, among other things: 
“Modern revisionists deny the lead- 
ing rule the Marxist-Leninist party, 
reject the principles proletarian inter- 
nationalism and appeal for 
Leninist principles the organization 
the Party, and above all, 
ples democratic centralism, 
quest the transformation the Com- 
munist Party from militant revolution- 
ary organization into some sort de- 
bating After giving this quotation, 
the authors the Chinese article, with- 
out referring the content the pro- 
gram the League Communists 
Yugoslavia, simply add: “The declaration 
clearly gives the characteristic traits 
modern revisionists, which are manifested 
the content the draft program 
the League Yugo- 
They take notice the fact 
that the content speaks the opposite 
sense, for they not want give 


objective presentation the draft pro- 
gram. 


Communists 
slavia.” 


Ten 


True, the same paragraph the 
Cominform resolution the Communist 
Party Yugoslavia criticized because 
has separate program. After 
years, the League Communists Yugo- 
slavia criticized because has drawn 
program. 

the fifth paragraph the resolu- 
tion the Cominform criticizes the 
ish regime” and “bureaucratic system in- 
side the the present occasion 
this item has been left out. 

the sixth paragraph, the Comin- 
form resolution asserts that 
cism the Communist Parties 
ing the mistakes the Central Commit- 
tee the Communist Party Yugoslavia 
brotherly aid, which all the condi- 
tions are being created enable the lead- 
ership the Communist Party Yugo- 
slavia correct quickly the errors which 
have been made. However, the leaders 
the Communist Party Yugoslavia, 
instead honestly accepting this criti- 
cism received hostile way.” 

The People’s Daily article says: “The 
Communist Parties various countries 
have taken the attitude patient wait- 
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ing the hope that the leaders the 
League Communists Yugoslavia 
would revert the Marxist-Leninist view- 
point the interests the adherence 
the Yugoslav people the path So- 
cialism. However, the leading group 
the League Communists Yugoslavia 
disdained the well-meaning efforts the 
Central Committee the Communist 
Party the Soviet Union and Commu- 
nists other countries.” 

The seventh paragraph the Comin- 
form resolution criticizes the nonpartici- 
pation the leadership the Commu- 
nist Party Yugoslavia the session 
the Information Bureau 
Bucharest. 

The writers of the Chinese article em- 
phasize that the draft program “takes 
attitude against the declaration the 
conference representatives Com- 
munist and Workers’ Parties Socialist 


countries condemns the “mani- 


festo of peace, 

The eighth paragraph the Comin- 
form resolution says that the leaders 
the Communist Party Yugoslavia “took 
the path betrayal the international 
solidarity workers and passed 
the position nationalism.” 

The Chinese article says: “The pro 
gram set forth the Yugoslav revision- 
ists exactly corresponds with what the im- 
perialists need, 


particularly American 
And also: “The draft pro- 
gram puts bourgeois nationalism the 
nationalism.” 

The well-known resolution the In- 
formation Bureau ends with call for 
replac ement of the leadership of the Com- 
munist Party Yugoslavia. 

The writers of the Pe ople *s Daily arti- 
cle, veiled form, really ask the same 
thing, asserting that the policy the 
leadership the Communist Party 
Yugoslavia “is directly harmful the 
basic interests the Yugoslav people.” 

Such method used analyzing the 
draft program the League Com- 
munists Yugoslavia logically led the 
authors the People’s Daily article 
make the following statement: con- 
sider that the criticism set forth June 
1948 the Information Bureau the 
Communist Parties basically correct.” 


and 

The authors the article dissociate 
themselves from “the shortcomings and 
errors the methods which were that 
time adopted the Information Bureau,” 
and proclaim that the second 
resolution November 1949 was 
“incorrect.” 


know better than the Chinese Com- 
munists what kind “shortcomings and 
errors the Cominform these 
were, but unfortunately must note 
that some Communist Parties feel- 
ing was also manifest that 
“shortcomings and errors” should “for- 
gotten” soon possible, while there 
were far less wishes draw appropriate 
conclusions from them, which 
vent their repetition. 

The second resolution the Comin- 
form, which the authors the article 
say was begins with the state- 
ment that the leadership the Com- 
munist Party Yugoslavia had com- 
mitted “open treason against the national 
interests Yugoslavia,” that the 
slav Government was complete de- 
pendence foreign imperialist circles 
and that had turned into 
ment their aggressive policy.” 


What the difference between such 
insults from 1949 and the insults the 
authors of the People’s Daily article of 
1958, when they say that “the program 
set forth the Yugoslav revisionists 
actly corresponds what the imperial- 
ists, and especially the American im- 
perialists, when they assert 
that the policy the leadership the 
League Communists Yugoslavia 
“was directly harmful the 
terests of the Yugoslav People?” The 
question is posed whether the Chinese 
leaders should teach our people what 
harmful them and what useful 
them whether the Commu- 
nists and people Yugoslavia should 
give their own judgment this. 

The authors the article incessantly 
use the expression “leading group the 
League Communists Yugoslavia,” 
instead “leading clique” used 
the second Cominform resolution. While 
Cominform called 
Comrade Tito, “comrade,” the second 
eliminated that title. The 
same was also done by the writers of the 
Pe of le’s Daily article. We know very well 
the attempt separating the leadership 
from the Party, separating the leadership 
into 


resolution 


resolution 


tempts failed long ago Yugoslavia, 
while the initiators such attempts lost 
their reputation among the working class 
Yugoslavia—and not only Yugo- 


“group” or lique.” 


slavia. 

not believe that this un- 
known the writers the article “Mod- 
ern Revisionism Must Criticized.” 
all the more strange that methods are 
being resuscitated which have already 


met with the widest condemnation 
the workers’ movement. 

In the light of these facts the ange 
individuals seems strange when 
point the fact that “the old rusty Com- 
inform weapons are again starting 
sharpened.” 

The year 1948 and all that it expressed 
and meant has left heavy traces and 
ugly memory the workers’ movement 
also meant great experience and 
great lesson. For this reason every at- 
tempt returning the old practice 
relations among the Socialist countries 
methods treating questions 
ples can only doomed failure 
advance as the reflection of something 
that life breaks and eliminates from the 
path Socialist development 

Taking over the logic and methods 
the Cominform, the Chinese Communists 
set their main task interference 
Yugoslavia’s 
against Socialist Yugoslavia, “the great 
struggle which the success failure 
the cause the working class the 
world and the cause Socialism depend.” 
years ago the authors the first 
Cominform resolution also set themselves 
this same task. Perhaps useful 
mention that, while setting their “chief 
task” the struggle against Socialist Yugo- 
slavia, and not concern for their own 
people, for socialism their own country 
and its proper development, the authors 
the 


resolution experienced 
slorious end, while Socialist Yugoslavia 


remained Socialist, firmer, stronger, more 


united than ever be fore. 


Tragically" 


What happened most those who 
signed the first Cominform 
which the ¢ hinese comrades are now re- 
habilitating lightly? Out signa- 
tories the resolution from Socialist 
gloriously tragically. 

Traiko Kostov fof was sen- 
enced death. Vulko Chervenkov was 
removed from the post Pre- 
mier and sharply criticized. Ana 
was expelled from the [Romanian] party. 
Vasili Luka was sentenced 
life imprisonment. Matyas Rakosi led 
Hungary the brink ruin and now 
lives emigre away from his country 
Mihaly Farkas prison Hungary 
for his crimes against his fellow com- 
munists. Erna Gero fof also 
living emigre. Jakub Berman has 
been stigmatized Poland for breach 
the law, for arresting 
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honest Communists. Georgy 
has been condemned the Party 
for belonging the well-known anti- 
Party group. Gustav Bares [of Czecho- 
has been removed from Party 
functions. Rudolf Slansky Czecho- 
slovakia] was hanged. Bedrich Geminder 
was also hanged. 

This tragic chapter from the past 
the Socialist countries are not men- 
tioning because consider that 
necessary accuse anybody today, but 
order point the paradoxical sit- 
uation which the authors the 
People’s Daily article have landed 
fishing out the archives the documents 
which events have tragically and mer- 
cilessly disproved. Therefore, those who 
try resuscitate the methods which his- 
tory has branded with condemnation take 
upon themselves great responsibility. 

The open reference the People’s 
Daily article the Cominform resolu- 
tion must arouse our concern. 
same way—and let use phrase which 
has been figuring lately the polemics 
with not accidental” 
that recently the Chinese press has repub- 
lished the first resolution the Comin- 
form, giving topical significance, 
to say “reactivating ag 

this connection would well 
recall several facts. First all, the 
resolution 1948 has its logic, and those 
who today feel the need justify in- 
evitably follow further along the road 
which will bring them the assertion 
that Socialism being built Yugo- 
slavia—which the article already puts with 
quotation marks—but something else, that 
is, something that frees them from inter- 
nationalist obligations relation Yugo- 
slavia Socialist country, something 
which possibilities for 
principled hue and cry against it. 


However, everybody can very easily 
imagine the scientific value and weight 
mines the Socialist character coun- 
try according current political trends 
and not according the character 
social relations. Even Stalin’s attempt 
make arbitrary appraisal the social 
order Yugoslavia met 
with inglorious failure. Under pres- 
ent conditions such attempts are all the 
more condemned failure. Here dog- 
matic scholasticism avail. Ma- 
terial facts are here, and facts the 
end are always stronger than decreed 
formulas. 


Second, more than strange—even 


contradictory, according the spirit 
the whole come out today 
with the thesis that the first Cominform 
resolution was correct and the second in- 
correct. Perhaps, even early to- 
morrow, the opinion the value this 
second resolution will also change. 
stressed above, the time and method 
the People’s Daily article even now does 
not deviate much from the tone and 
method the second resolution. 
fact, the logic the article com- 
plete harmony with the verbal frame 
the 1949 resolution. The method intro- 
duced the Chinese article concerning 
the relation between the Communist Par- 
ties and Socialist countries is, fact, 
precisely the method the first and 
second Cominform resolutions. 
method were really reimposed the 
Communist Parties, this would mean 
great harm all international So- 
cialism. 

All this confirmed when one reads 
the assertion the article that “the lead- 
ing group the League Communists 
Yugoslavia has abhorred 
meaning efforts the Central Commit- 
tee the Soviet Communist Party and 
Communists other countries,” who fos- 
tered patient hope that the Yugoslav 
leaders “would return the Marxist- 
Leninist standpoint.” other words, 
the leadership other Communist Par- 
ties allegedly expected that the Yugo- 
slav Communists would subsequently ac- 
cept what they declined accept 
1948; and only because they expected 
this, relations Socialist countries and 
Communist Parties were again normal- 
ized with Yugoslavia and the League 
Communists. Since the League Com- 
munists Yugoslavia and Socialist Yugo- 
slavia continue refuse subject them- 
selves such methods, there “end 
such patience,” according 
People’s Daily. 

Strange this logic is, its sense clear. 
The People’s Daily, which assumes the 
right without any grounds authoriza- 
tion, determine, says itself, “the 
difference between that which correct 
and that which incorrect vital ques- 
tions the international workers’ move- 
ment,” demands more less than 
that Communists renounce 
not only the principles which are 
building our Socialist internal 
eign policy today, but also every inde- 
pendent elaboration Marxist thought, 
every independent view the problems 
the international workers’ movement 
and Socialism, every independent policy 
the struggle for peace and defense 


Socialism, and the long run, every 
independent elaboration the problems 
and forms Socialist building our 
own country. 

the authors the People’s Daily 
article really expected Yugoslav Com- 
munists agree this, then theirs was 
misconception for which Yugoslavia 
not the least blame. Yugoslavia’s 
attitude individual questions 
ways been expressed clearly and publicly 
and good time, that its visualiza- 
tion did not call for any special effort 
nor for the manifestation any special 
patience, 


Price 


However, some people think that 
friendly cooperation between Yugoslavia 
and other Socialist countries can develop 
only if the League of Communists of 
Yugoslavia changes its attitudes prin- 
ciple, then the question arises what 
insures any equality cooperation and 
where, then, the methods and actions 
introduced the People’s Daily article 
differ from the actions and methods de- 
clared the first and second resolutions 
the Cominform. this the price 
and condition for cooperation, then what 
involved problem exactly years 
old, and for Communists this 
price unacceptable today just was 
years ago. Precisely this lies, 
seems, the meaning the call the 
leaders the League Communists 
Yugoslavia “ponder soberly” 
“whether it will be in the interests of 
the Yugoslav people reject the friend- 
ship with the countries the Socialist 
camp and with the Communist Parties 
other countries.” 

Striving always and resolutely, despite 
the campaign conducted against our coun- 
try, for friendly relations and cooperation 
with all Socialist countries and Com- 
munist Parties, and accepting that line 
their initiative for normalization rela- 
ered that the restoration those relations 
meant break with the 
methods, which found their expression 
the Cominform resolutions, and the es- 
tablishment the only possible and 
normal practice the relations among 
the Socialist countries and Communist 
Parties, which consists their develop- 
ing their relations the spirit 
darity and friendship even when they 
differ certain concrete aspects in- 
ternal and international policy. 

Nobody has the right prescribe how 
the relations between Socialist countries 
should be, but every Socialist country 
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obliged strive for the greatest possible 
cooperation within the framework the 
common and equal interests the So- 
cialist countries. have always endeav- 
ored this, even when did not 
agree with certain attitudes other So- 
cialist countries and Communist Parties. 
also said what did not agree with 
and refused take part actions with 
which did not agree; apart from this 
endeavored cooperate those fields 
where common attitudes and views have 
existed and exist. 


These were precisely the essential ques- 
tions Socialism, that is, the question 
the struggle for peace, the question 
the struggle for the defense Socialism 
and the Socialist system from every at- 
tempt imperialist interference from 
outside, the question cooperation 
the struggle for strengthening all forces 
social progress and Socialism, well 
the support for anti-imperialist forces 
the struggle for national independence. 
course, the realization these 
aims also, every country Communist 
Party approaches should approach 
them keeping with the specific condi- 
tions which operates. 

The People’s Daily starts, seems, 
from other positions. simplifies mat- 
ters, acting though the people their 
daily Socialist practice can subjected 
mechanical discipline and made 
fit stereotyped patterns universal sig- 
nificance. The People’s Daily evidently 
conveniently the 
same time assumes the right deter- 
mine what Leninist and what not 
Leninist—the following words Lenin: 

“While national and State differences 
exist between people and countries—and 
these differences will maintained for 
long time come, even after the reali- 
zation the dictatorship the prole- 
tariat world scale—unity the in- 
ternational tactics the Communist 
workers’ movement of all countries calls 
not for the removal diversities, not for 
the destruction national differences 
these present are fantastic 


such implementation the basic princi- 
ples Communism Soviet authority 


will properly modify these principles 
detail; properly apply them national 
and national State differences. ex- 
amine, study, discover, resolve, catch the 
national characteristic, the national spe- 
cific conditions the concrete approach 
each country for the solution com- 
mon international task, victory over op- 


portunism and leftwing doctrinarianism 
the workers’ movement, the overthrowing 
Soviet republic and proletarian dictator- 
ship—here the main task the his- 
torical moment which being experi- 
enced all the developed—and not only 
Infantile 
Disorder.” 

However, the ople Daily forgets 
these words Lenin consider that 
they are decisive significance for every- 
one who wishes approach con- 
structive, creative, Socialist way the prob- 
lems Socialist building another So- 
cialist country appraise the policy 
this that Community Party. That 
why have always endeavored 
guided such concepts. 
for instance, convinced 
vidual forms and methods Socialist 
construction China not answer the 
conditions our country, have never 
asserted that these forms and methods 
not suit the Chinese conditions. And con- 
versely, although are convinced that 
are following the right path the 
building Socialist relations our coun- 


bourgeoisie, 


Communism’—An 


Although 
are, 


try, have never tried proclaim our 
forms and methods universal. Or, for 
example, without agreeing individual 
cases with certain aspects foreign po- 
litical actions individual Socialist coun- 
tries, have nonetheless endeavored 
grasp the deeper reasons for such actions, 
without distributing lightly the vari- 
ideological political epithets 
which the People’s Daily abundantly 
showers upon the League Communists 
Yugoslavia. 


ous 


"Spirit the 20th 


grasped the spirit the [Febru- 
ary 1956] 20th Congress the Soviet 
Communist Party the introduction 
wider and more equal relations between 
Socialist countries and Communist Par- 
ties, and were pleased with the fact that 
certain steps made that direction 
the spirit the decisions this congress 
began giving major results the benefit 
entire international Socialism. 
not superfluous say that the declara- 
tion the Chinese Government Nov. 
1956 was also received that spirit. 

Precisely for this reason felt that the 
chapter dealing with the Cominform reso- 
lutions had been finally taken off the 
agenda. However, the People’s Daily 
article now shows matters differ- 
ent. represents not only “reinforce- 
ment” the Cominform 
against Yugoslavia, but also the establish- 


ment the methods and actions which 
accompanied the work of the Cominform 
and which marked period which even 
its most conservative defenders today 
major this 
really the intention the authors the 
People’s Daily article, then not only co- 


operation between Yugoslavia and other 


“mistakes” were made. 


Socialist countries and Communist Parties 
will suffer from this, but 
Socialism generally well. 

Precisely this, seems us, the 
authors the People’s Daily article should 
ponder. other words, there actual 
need for “sound meditation” among those 


international 


who allow themselves indicate such 
drastic way, connection with the fact 
that the League Communists Yugo- 
slavia set out its program, 
its views the contemporary problems 
Socialism, the possibility breaking off 
friendship with Socialist Yugoslavia. That 
why the People’s Daily article far 
more than criticism program. 
political document which, accepted 
the international workers’ 
may have very far-reaching consequences. 


movement, 


Things have their logic. The League 
Communists Yugoslavia has adopted 
its program, which public document, 
and anyone can, course, give his opin- 
ion it. However, this, account must 
taken primarily the fact that this 
program binds only the Yugoslay Com- 
munists and nobody else, and the Yugo- 
Communists unanimously adopted 
their Seventh Congress. The program 
can criticized but the League Com- 
munists Yugoslavia cannot denied 
the right freely take its own stand, still 
less given threats about breaking off 
friendship with Socialist Yugoslavia. 

Second, the program determines only 
Yugoslav internal and foreign policy and 
one This policy has definite, 
specific features, but essence, and ac- 
cording the letter the program, this 
policy one solidarity with all Social- 
ist forces questions the defense 
peace and Socialism, questions the 


else’s. 


strengthening progressive forces the 
world today. This the same policy 
which Yugoslavia has been pursuing all 
the time and which has not, over the last 
few years, been impediment the 
tween Yugoslavia and other Socialist 
countries. 

What then that the authors the 
article rise against? Evidently against 
the right the League Communists 
Yugoslavia to define its own policy on the 
basis its own appraisals the internal 


and international political conditions and 
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struggle of othe r Soc ialist forces. In brief, 
the People’s Daily evidently raising the 
spear defense old methods and ac- 
tions the international workers’ move- 
ment, which history has already con- 
demned. 

Precisely for this reason exaggerates 
the ideological and political divergencies 
between the League Communists 
Yugoslavia and other Communist Parties, 
covers all that common all and 
on which cooperation is possible and in- 
dispensable, and looks for mechanical for- 
mal unity while shattering the actual 
unity based internationalist solidarity 
the equal parties the working class. 
The entire international workers’ move- 
ment will suffer from this. 

However, not this alone involved. 
article harmful also the present 
efforts for the strengthening peace, 
and it is this that the authors of the article 
should “ponder soberly.” not the 
program the League Communists 
Yugoslavia which helped imperialists, but 
the contrary, just such attacks the 
League Communists Yugoslavia and 
Socialist Yugoslavia are being made 
the authors of this and similar articles. 


role, nor position assert itself 
through such role anybody, even 
hand, the whole world knows that Yugo- 
slavia made significant and useful efforts 
for the strengthening peace, including 
the support for series positive atti- 
tudes the Soviet Union which were 
useful for the cause peace and So- 
cialism. 

What else can the threats terminate 
friendship with Yugoslavia and proclaim 
crusading campaign against “Yugoslav 
revisionism” mean but lending arms 
the enemies Socialism? Who other 
than enemies Socialism can benefit, for 
example, the fact that insinuations 
about the alleged Yugoslav support 
counterrevolutionary elements Hun- 
gary, the article says, are today again 
giving rise obstacles the develop- 
ment of friendly relations between Yugo- 


slavia and 


Finally, who except enemies Social- 
ism can reap benefit when the authors 
the People’s Daily article lightly pass 
over that which positive and useful 


Yugoslavia and other Communist Parties? 
The authors of the article will not be able 
to shake off the responsibility for the 
harm they with such actions the in- 
ternational workers’ movement. 

Precisely for this reason, for are 
aware all this, can pass over, with 
indignation, but nevertheless quietly, the 
filthy insinuations the interconnection 
the League Communists Yugo- 
slavia and its policy with 
plans American other imperialists. 
History has once already given its judg- 
ment whom such accusations and 
such methods expressed the People’s 
Daily article really benefit. would 
tragic that were happen again. 

its part the League Communists 
Yugoslavia, despite the absence prin- 
ciple the hue and cry now conducted 
against and against Socialist Yugo- 
slavia, and firmly remaining its posi- 
tions principle, will continue the 
future develop the most fruitful rela- 
tions of cooperation with all Socialist 
countries and Communist Parties, 
principles equality, voluntariness, non- 
imposition views, well true So- 


cialist internationalism which not de- 


Everybody the world knows that So- 


cialist Yugoslavia neither threatens any- 


relations the 


one nor has pretensions any leading tween the League 


international workers’ 
movement, especially in the relations be- 


Communists 


formed any monopolism. The success 
of these endeavors certainly does not de- 


pend only us. 


Continued from page 
oslovak investigators were flown into Czechoslovakia the 
day after the crash long before the crash, and would 
circumstances near the scene crash and the time 
the crash, any time which would cause them 
present there. This supported numerous facts cited 
the note. 

“The United States Government further points out that 

experiments with DC-3 caused collide with Free 
Europe Committee balloons have shown that disabling 
the aircraft, particularly injury the antenna (which 
the Czechoslovak Government claims was the only part 
the aircraft hit the balloon) not The note 
points out further the Czechoslovak Government’s account 
inherently improbable and that there are ‘good many 
likely explanations for the crash January 18, 1956, other 
than the speculation contained the [Czechoslovak] note 

The note went furnish the factual basis for 
such explanation the crash. pointed out, the 
State Department release said, that the Czechoslovak au- 
thorities had “dispatched the plane fly lack 
visibility under circumstances which the airport 
destination, the Poprad airfield the High Tatra Moun- 
tains, could not seen from the air, extremely high 


wind velocity, icing conditions and with maximum 
load.” Further, “the physical description the crash con- 
tained the Czechoslovak note February 20, 1957, 
shows that the ignition system had probably suffered failure 
and there was not enough fuel carry the pilot 
safe landing. [The points out that the airfield 
destination was not suitable for any landing such weather, 
being just soddy field ‘drenched with winter rain and snow, 
having concrete runway but only some grass summer, 
lying between two rows high mountains, and useful only 
good meteorological study shows that the 
altimeter settings the airplane were between 450 and 
600 feet too low altitude, error which would suffi- 
cient cause the pilot misculculate the height the 
hill into which the airplane crashed.” 

The note went give ‘most likely explanation’ 
for the crash, stating that the pilot was probably trying 
land elsewhere than the very bad Poprad airfield and, seek- 
ing better weather conditions attempting fly 
better airfield, crashed into the hill; the high winds and in- 
correct instrument settings would have made this very likely. 

The note, therefore, thoroughgoing factual refu- 
tation the loud and long Communist claims regard 
the Tatra tragedy. There has yet been comment 
from Czechoslovakia. 
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Recent and Related 


Moscow and the Communist Party 
India, Study the Postwar Evolu- 
tion International Communist Stra- 
tegy, John Kautsky (Technology 
Press Massachusetts Institute Tech- 
nology and John Wiley Sons: $6.00). 
assessment the role played the 
Soviet and, least implication, the 
Chinese Communists the formation 
the strategy the Communist Party 
India. From this emerges case 
study the postwar development in- 
ternational Communist strategy gen- 
eral. The author analyzes detail 
changes the Indian Communist Party 
line since 1945 and statements relevant 
Indian Communist strategy emanating 
from Moscow and, secondarily, from 
Peking, order detect and explain 
the degree correspondence between 
them. Introduction, bibliography, index. 


Russian Liberalism, George Fischer 
(Harvard University Press: $4.50). The 
history Russian liberalism from the 
Great Reforms the the 1905 
Revolution covered this book. The 
author believes these four 
five decades that Russian liberalism un- 
derwent its major transformation, the 
transformation from gentry 
gentsia—socially from the landowning 
nobility the new professional middle 
class, and politically from rural self-gov- 
ernment mass party. The more gen- 
eral questions explored analysis 
this decisive period are: how did 
pre-Communist Russia and its liberals 
differ from the West? Was there ever 
chance that Western type free 
society might emerge Russia? How 
the liberals, the non-revolutionary 
opposition Tsarist Russia, compare 
with the present-day moderates the 
new States Asia and Africa? Fore- 
word, illustrations, source, index. 


Essay the Impact Marxism, 
Josef Macek (University Pitts- 
burgh Press: $5.00). step-by-step 
analysis the Soviet interpretation 
the economic theories Karl Marx, and 
the perversion these theories form 
the foundations the world movement 
known Communism. Mr. Macek does 
not seek explain “what Marx really 
meant” but rather “how Marx was really 
understood.” also tries determine 
just how far Marx himself gave impulse 


that understanding and interpretation 
his words which proved dis- 
asterous the practices his followers. 
Mr. Macek accepts the major Marxist 
concepts but takes sharp exception 
the Marxist explanation the causes, 
and the violent solutions, these eco- 
nomic problems. Preface, notes, index. 


The Opium the Intellectuals, 
Raymond Aron, translated 
French Terence Kilmartin (Double- 
day Company: $4.50). analysis 
the present state the so-called 
left-wing ideologies and the situation 
the intelligentsia France and 
the world large. Mr. Aron begins 
examining the myths the Left, 
the Revolution, and the Prole- 
tariat; this leads him reflect the 
cult history and examine the social 
category the intelligentsia. Some 
the questions Mr. Aron seeks answer 
are: Why has Marxism come back into 
fashion France, country whose eco- 
nomic evolution has belied Marxist pre- 
dictions? Why are the ideologies 
the proletariat and the Communist Party 
most successful where the working class 
least numerous? What circumstances 
control the ways speech, thought and 
action intellectuals different coun- 
introduction. 


Soviet Education for Science and Tech- 
nology, Alexander Korol (The 
Technology Press MIT and John 
Wiley Sons: $8.50). extremely 
detailed and complete study the en- 
tire educational system the Soviet 
Union from elementary through grad- 
uate school. Soviet training physics 
and mechanical engineering illustrated 
even greater detail than other areas, 
The book not comparative study 
American educational data have been 
given. the concluding chapter the 
author attempts speculative inquiry 
seeking convey his view Soviet 
education the context its goals and 
contrast with the goals American 
education. The conclusion that our 
key problem does not lie the field 
education alone but inherent the 
difference between democratic and 
totalitarian state. Preface, forward, ap- 
pendices, bibliography, index sources, 
general index. 


Angry Harvest, Hermann Field and 
Stanislaw Mierzenski (Thomas Cro- 
well: $5.00). unusual novel written 
two men—Field, American, and 
Mierzenski, Pole—when they were cell- 
center run the Polish Security Police. 
The two communicated and narrated the 
book German, their 
guage, and the American wrote down 
English. The story does not deal 
with their prison experiences but the 
main characters reflect the moods, some- 
times the helplessness, that the prisoners 
felt. The plot concerns 
Polish farmer who harbors 
Jewish girl flight from her German 
captors. Their strange and isolated love 
affair told against the vivid back- 
ground the changing seasons and 
the things nature which were 
such importance the two prisoners. 
Both men have since been freed and 
returned their families. 


Dogs China, Report China 
Today, William Kinmond (University 
Toronto Press: $4.50). the spring 
1957 Canadian journalist William 
Kinmond, staff reporter for the Toronto 
Globe and Mail, was allowed travel 
Red China with restrictions. This 
book reportorial account impres- 
sions and conversations the author had 
his travels through the cities and 
countryside China. talked with 
people many different levels and about 
all kinds subjects—education, farm- 
ing, health and medicine, birth control, 
the Christian Church, movies, justice, 
Communism—and the results 
sented highly readable style. Preface, 
photographs. 


The Charity Ball, Egon Hostovsky 
(Doubleday Company: $3.50). 
novel one Czechoslovakia’s out- 
standing writers. Mr. Hostovsky’s books 
have been translated into nine languages 
and has twice received the highest 
literary award Czechoslovakia. 
now American citizen. The setting 
the novel New York hotel where 
charity ball for political refugees 
progress. 
the group from the outside world and the 
diverse backgrounds and temperaments 
the guests create exciting tensions 
and conflicts. 
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